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 The spring se-
mester is under
way and we have
a modest increase
in the enrolment. A
couple of stu-
dents did not re-
turn or the number

would have been somewhat higher. There
was also one instructor that did not return
this semester and Bro. Swan and I had to
take up the slack. However, we still have a
wonderful group that takes care of the
night classes.

In the last edition of WFBI News, I men-
tioned that we were in the process of plan-
ning for a new facility for the school. There
have been three men to come by and look
at the problem that we have with the old
facility and all have agreed that it would
be expensive to fix and then it might not
solve the problem. The decision was then
made that it would be better if we could
build than to try and fix this very old build-
ing.

The property to the west of our cur-
rent location was for sale. After some
negotiations, we were able to purchase
the property. The cost was somewhat
higher than we would have likeed for it
to be, but it really left us no alternative.
The property is now in the name of the
school and some of the cost has already
been paid.

The process has begun to prepare the
property. It takes a lot of time and effort
and I am told that it will be about two
months before we can even begin the
process of getting permits. Bro. Reed
has submitted the preliminary floor
plans and they are now in the hands of
the engineer.  The greatest problem that
we face at this point is trying to get the
storm water drain situated on the prop-
erty.  With the setbacks and the storm
water requirements, it leaves us with
less than desired space for the build-
ing. However, progress is being made.

The plans that have been made for
the financing of the new facility were
briefly mentioned in the last edition and

some have already responded. The plan is to
have 300 churches or individuals donate
$100.00 for one year. This would allow us to
have the facility paid for when it would be
completed. It will also allow us to pay for most
of the construction as we progress rather than
borrowing the money for the construction.
To date, nine churches and individuals have
responded and we are so grateful for these
early responders.

I will be trying to get appointments so that
this program can be presented to as many
churches and individuals as possible. The
budget for the school is not sufficient to sus-
tain a long term commitment for finances. I
would prayerfully ask every church that re-
ceives our news letter to consider joining the
ones who have already committed to helping
this ministry. The school has done well over
the past two years but it is time for us to make
a move forward before our facility is no longer
usable.

Please join us in this tremendous project
and prayerfully consider helping us for this
short period of time.

May the Lord bless you all is my prayer.

Dr. H. H. Strickland

FROM THE
PRESIDENT

HELP US BUILD
WE ARE ASKING

300 CHURCHES/INDIVIDUALS
TO GIVE $100.00 DOLLARS FOR ONE YEAR.
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From a

Woman’s PointWoman’s PointWoman’s PointWoman’s PointWoman’s Point
of View

Philosophy of
Religion

(Cont. on  page 3)

By: Loretta Pritchett
lorettapritchett@yahoo.com

Valentines Day
January started off a little rough. I dealt

with mice nesting on my motor and
chewing up my wires causing many
problems for the entire month. So I prayed
that February would be so much better. Not
happening, the battery went dead, I had a
sudden loss of power while driving and
had to stop at the mechanics to find that
once again the mice had chewed my wires.

The garage is now loaded down with
mice traps of poison and even a little box
inside my motor. So far so good, no more
shorts. Funny how problems just start off
the new year, yet I somehow feel the Lord
had a hand in all of these issues.

As I flash back on the events for the
New Year, I realized how much the Lord
looks after me. There have been several
accidents on the highway into Carson City
from my house. If the Lord hadn’t stopped
me from being on the highway some of
these days with the extra stops at the
garage, I may have been involved in an
accident.

I mentioned all of these issues because
in our daily lives we have many bad events
to happen along with the good. Our Lord
is always looking out for us and guiding
us toward the right road to travel down. It
isn’t always personal problems He helps
us with, because it can be problems of the
heart.

Valentines Day is almost here and most
of us have someone in our lives on earth
that will be there wishing you a happy day
and presenting you with gifts, hugs and
kisses. However, there are many people
who suffer during this time because they
have lost a loved one, or maybe a friend
who was always there to cheer them up.
Perhaps these people don’t know Christ
and have no way of enjoying this special
day and spend it alone. This Valentines
Day I am going to look out for someone
who might be alone and needing a happy
kind word in their life.

I think sharing God’s Word with
someone is just as special as celebrating
things of the heart. Maybe you could start
off with a kind word, flowers to brighten
someone’s day, a big hug and a friendly
comment of I love you as does God.

This year find someone who may have
lost their loved one and are alone and have
no one close to say I love you to them.
God is love! God loves us, and He wants
us to share our love and His along the way
in our lives. So come Feb 14th. remember
to tell someone you care, or that you love
them.

Happy Valentines Day!

John 3:16; “For God so loved the world,
that He gave His only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in him should not
perish, but have everlasting life.”

In the study of Philosophy, it is amazing
how much influence men like Sigmund
Feud had on the progress of evil thinking
regarding religion in general.  From read-
ing his writings, it is evident that he cer-
tainly new nothing, or admitted nothing
concerning the truth of the Word of God. I
have found that most, if not all, men who
think like him, have no absolutely no con-
cept of spiritual meaning.

It is extremely interesting to observe the
thought process when reading from these
self-determined intellectuals. Note: “Paul

Tillich eschews the traditional search for
religious truth. Religious security is still a
live issue, but it is not to be found in em-
pirical or deductive analyses of religious
doctrines. Even Freud’s claim that the reli-
gious mood has an etiology of neurosis
need not have expressed some suspicion
that his might be the case when he re-
marked, ‘Perhaps the effect of the religious
thought-prohibition is not as bad as I as-
sume; perhaps it will turn out that human
nature remains the same even if education
is to abused by being subjected to reli-
gion.’”

A statement like this would be laugh-
able if the men who wrote them were not
truly serious about what they said. It is
almost as if they were trying to be so far
out that no one would seriously take what
they are saying.  However, a number of
men who came along after them, who were
at one time prepared to defend the truth of
God, were drawn into this thinking.  This
eventually led to a separation of pastoral
care to clinical aspirations of dealing with
the problems of man.

The greatest problem with this move-
ment was that none of these men had any
concept of the trinity of man. In other
words, they had no concept of the gov-
erning factor of the human being. Man is
more than a body and mind. He is a triune
being with a spirit. Trying to solve the prob-
lems that arise in people without under-
standing what controls both thinking and
action, is to totally mis the problem.

The mind cannot be in control of a man’s
actions. His body certainly cannot be in
control or his will be out of control. Any
attempt to solve the problem though noth-
ing but the mind will do nothing but leave
one empty of any control.

All men have a spirit and that spirit con-
trols there very being. A lost person is
under the control of the evil spirit of Sa-
tan. Any attempt to change behavior
through the mind and not address the
change of spirit will yield nothing but con-
fusion.  However, this is exactly the course
that most present day psychologists take
and then they wonder why it is not suc-
cessful.
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(Cont. on  page 4)

Glen Davenport

For an individual to effect a permanent
change in thinking as behavior, they must
first have a change in spirit. Where there

is no Godly Spirit, there is not Godly think-
ing. Godly thinking as well as Godly be-
havior comes through a change in the
Spirit. This change in the Spirit comes only
through the new birth.

When one is willing to accept the truth
of God and His Word, then and only then,
can there be a positive change.

A PECULIAR PEOPLE

TEXT: Titus 2:11-15
INTRODUCTION:

God’s people are “peculiar” in a very peculiar sense of the
word.  The real meaning of the term as it was used by Paul
is: God purchased a people for Himself.  Children of God
belong to Him as a “purchased possession.”  Consider what
the Apostle Paul wrote to the folk in the Church of Corinth.
I Corinthians 6:19-20

19 What? know ye not that your body is the temple of
the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God,
and ye are not your own?
20) For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify
God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God’s.”

In this sense, we are “A PECULIAR PEOPLE”, but God’s
people are “PECULIAR” in other ways too.

 I.   God’s Children Have A Peculiar Father!
A. Our Father is the Creator of heaven and earth!
B. Our Father is omnipotent, omniscient, and omnipresent!
C. Heaven is His throne and the earth is His footstool!
D. He is “Holy” and His children are “Holy”!

 II. God’s Children Have A Peculiar Birth!
All of God’s children have been “born again.”  We have had
a “spiritual birth.”

       A. John 3:3-8
3 Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I
say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot
see the kingdom of God.
4 Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a man be born
when he is old? can he enter the second time into his
mother’s womb, and be born?
5 Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except
a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot
enter into the kingdom of God.
6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that
which is born of the Spirit is spirit.
7 Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born
again.

8 The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest
the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh,
and whither it goeth: so is every one that is born of the
Spirit.”

       B.  I Peter 1:22-25
22 Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the
truth through the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the
brethren, see that ye love one another with a pure heart
fervently:
23 Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of
incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and
abideth for ever.
24 For all flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man as
the flower of grass. The grass withereth, and the flower
thereof falleth away:
25 But the word of the Lord endureth for ever. And this
is the word which by the gospel is preached unto you.”

 III.  God’s Children Study A Peculiar Book!
 Our Father’s message to His children is “INSPIRED” - directly
from His breath - and It is written in the book we call “THE HOLY
BIBLE.”

II Tim 3:14-17
14" But continue thou in the things which thou hast
learned and hast been assured of, knowing of whom
thou hast learned them;
15 And that from a child thou hast known the holy
scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto
salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.
16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for
instruction in righteousness:
17 That the man of God may be perfect, throughly
furnished unto all good works.”

 IV.  God’s Children Have A Peculiar Speech!
Lying and vulgarities do not typify a “child of God.”  His
children are instructed in this manner:
Eph 4:25-32

25 Wherefore putting away lying, speak every man truth
with his neighbour: for we are members one of another.
26 Be ye angry, and sin not: let not the sun go down
upon your wrath:
27 Neither give place to the devil.
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28 Let him that stole steal no more: but rather let him
labour, working with his hands the thing which is good,
that he may have to give to him that needeth.
29 Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your
mouth, but that which is good to the use of edifying,
that it may minister grace unto the hearers.
30 And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye
are sealed unto the day of redemption.
31 Let all bitterness, (poison speech) and wrath, and
anger, and clamour, (crying out) and evil speaking, be
put away from you, with all malice:
32 And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted,
(compassionate) forgiving one another, (if you don’t
want people to bring up your past, don’t bring up theirs)
 even as God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you.” (If
this is done, it is peculiar to children of God. Satan is an
accuser. His children are equally as bad).

 V.  God’s Children Have A Peculiar Life Style!
It is a life of prayer, rejoicing and thanksgiving.

 VI.  God’s Children Make A Peculiar Sacrifice!
We present our bodies as “living sacrifices and consider it

our “reasonable service.”

 VII. God’s Children Have A Peculiar Inheritance!
 We are heirs and joint heirs with Jesus Christ!

Rom 8:17
17 And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-
heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that
we may be also glorified together.

 VIII. God’s Children Have A Peculiar Passage From Earth Into    
Glory! 

The angels carried Lazarus away and comforted him.  Perhaps
that is the way all of God’s children will go - whisked away
on angel’s wings.

IX. God’s Children Have A Peculiar Command!
Luke 14:23

23 And the lord said unto the servant, Go out into the
highways and hedges, and compel them to come in,
that my house may be filled.”

 FINAL THOUGHT!
If you are not a child of God,
If you are not one of those peculiar people,
If you are lost and out of the way,
I am going to ask you to come to Jesus today!

Confess your sins to Jesus.  Repent of your sins.
Trust Jesus Christ as your Saviour. And become one of

God’s “peculiar people!”

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Philippine Mission Development
Wayne Stringer, Director of Promotions

January was a good month and a great way to start off the
New Year. We attended Austin Chapel MBC with our children
the first Sunday, but the next three were filled up with
appointments. It is amazing how people respond to our
presentations and what God is doing through this great ministry.
There are many churches that we have not presented the work
too, If you are one of them and would like to see what is happening
as the result of PMD, please contact us. We will set up an
appointment to present the work, I guarantee you will be
impressed.

The work on Bethesda MBC should be near completion when
we arrive for the dedication on March third. By the time we arrive
we will have wired the complete amount collected for this project.
With what the church has added with PMD’s amount the building
will be completed. What a blessing, they have worked hard and
been very cost effective.

Terry Parson and I will be leaving Feb. the 25th for two
weeks, we will attend part of the Conference in Davao, take part
in the Dedication, visit Bacolod City on Negros, Iloilo City and
then to Pampanga and Angeles City where we will visit with the
next project, speak at a Pastor’s conference at the recently
purchased property for a Youth Camp Ground by the churches
of that area.

All the years we have been building, we had our firsttests
were run, he is bruised up some, but will be ok. Pray for the safety
of the workers. Praise God for His goodness. accident, one of the
workers fell, he was taken to the hospital, al

Missionary Sponsorship Announcement
Chapelwood Baptist is excited to share about the work of Bro.

Weeks DuBose’s ministry as his sponsoring Church. Bro. Weeks
serves as the Curriculum Director as we as a writer with
International Christian Publishers - icplit.org a mission of Calvary
Baptist, Hamburg, AR. Bro. DuBose’s ministry is bringing the
truth of Jesus Christ to a growing number of countries through
the translated editions.

More information about the ministry or to financially partner
with what God is doing Contact please contact

Weeks DuBose, MissionaryWriter & Curriculum
DevelopmentChapelwood Baptist Church818 IH 45 SHuntsville,
TX 77340chapelwoodmbc.org
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Surveys have been done, plans have been drawn up,
and funds are beginning to come in.  So what will it take for
WFBI to move into our new facility?

Before we discuss that, allow me to remind you of the
need for such a building.  The sad truth is that our current
facility is on the verge of being condemnable.  Our first
thought was to make repairs, but the Baptist Builders told
us that this would be completely infeasible.  Another facility
is not an option, but a necessity.

We sought to find a facility near our current location
that would be capable of housing the seminary and print
shop.  This proved to be an unfruitful search.

So the decision was made to attempt to buy property
next to us and put up a new building – one that would serve
the needs of WFBI well into the next generation, should the
Lord tarry His return.  The land which was originally out of
our reach was made affordable by the owners and the
purchase was made.

Now we have to put a building on our new property.
We are endeavoring to do so without borrowing.  We do
not want to use the Lord’s money to pay interest to a bank.

This is where you come in.  We need your help.  If we
could do this on our own you would not be reading these
words.

The good/bad news is that our building will not cost as
much as we had anticipated.  This is because, due to zoning
laws, we must make the building shorter than we had
planned.  So we are keeping the classrooms, offices, and
library as planned, and drastically reducing the auditorium.
This will lower the cost of the building itself somewhat, and

What Will It Take?
Dr. David Gonnella

allow us to use smaller HVAC units.  The downside is that we will
have to continue to beg local churches for the use of their
buildings for large meetings.  So far area churches have been
most accommodating.

Perhaps your church is a monthly supporter of WFBI.  We
appreciate that more than you could know.  We almost feel guilty
to ask, but the need compels us.  Would you commit to giving an
additional $100.00 per month for the next 12 months to help us put
up this building debt free?

Allow me to encourage you with this: The church I pastor is
a monthly supporter, and our people voted unanimously to take
on the challenge of giving an additional $100.00 per month for 12
months.  So you can see that I have not asked you to do that
which my church and I are not willing to do.  I only ask you to join
us.  My church is not a large church, but we serve a big God!

Perhaps your church is not a monthly supporter.  Would you
commit to giving $100.00 per month for the next 12 months for this
special need?

Perhaps your church is not able to afford such an amount.  I
have been where you are.  Please know this: Any amount you can
send for any length of time will get us closer to the goal.  God will
bless you and your church for doing what you can.

Perhaps you are an individual and you would like to help.
You can designate an offering through your church.  This must
be above your tithes and normal offerings to your church.

It is doubtful that I will be here 20 years from now.  I would
like to think that unless the Lord has returned by then, WFBI
will be an even more vibrant training ground for the Lord’s servants
and that those servants will go forth to do great things for our
God.  I hope you will help in making that dream a reality.

College Town Baptist Church
Hammond, LA

College Town Baptist Church, an old line Missionary Baptist
Church is looking for a like-minded pastor. It presently has an
interim pastor who wishes to retire from pastoral duties due to
age and health.

We are looking for a pastor with “Shepherd qualities” prefer-
able one with some Bible training, able to feed the sheep, willing
to seek out the wanders and lost sheep, user of the King James
Bible verison and one who loves to meet and fellowship with
people.

Our church was once a strong and financially self sustaining
body, but our attendance is drastically lowered, therefore the
new shepherd will need side-help to financially sustain his fam-
ily. His support would increase as circumstances improved.

Hammond is neqr New Orleans, LA and is a growing mission
field. Our church has fellow shipped in the ABA since its begin-
ning and has great potential. Tree acres of landscaped land, a
small but beautiful chapel and an unstained reputation.

Interested parties may call Bro. Elester E. Raines at 985.318.7475
or 985.351.8980 or Sister Wanda J. Hurd at 985.809.3540

Landmark Baptist Church
Madison, FL
Robert Ledford, Pastor

We are trying to raise some money for Bro. Julio Mendoza, who
is working in Colombia, S.A., to buy him a van. We need about
15,000 dollars. We are asking our sister churches to help us raise
these funds for our missionary.
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MISSION NEWS AND VIEWS

FOREIGN
MISSIONS

Bryan Sellers

S e c r e t a r y /
Tr e a s u r e r
Missions

SELLERS REPORT

Beginning Balance
$1,298,698.80

RECEIPTS:
Interstate Salaries $64,801.25
Foreign & National Salaries    $60,375.30
Designated $28,804.85
Undesignated  $17,694.45

TOTAL RECEIPTS $171,675.65
BALANCE FOR SALARY/EXPENSE

 $1,470,374.65
DISBURSEMENTS

Interstate Salaries $65,388.35
Foreign Salaries $18,679.20
National Salaries  $22,809.20
Designated $28,805.65
Salaries & Expenses of Sec-Treas. Office
Office Salaries $11.084.71
General Office       $2,553.08
Sec/Treas. Travel $251.61
Automobile Expense $484.64
BSS Prtg. N/V 2448.38
Total Office $17,320.42

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS
$153,002.82

BALANCE CARRIED FORWARD
$1,317,371.83

Surplus for January $18,673.03

German
Hans Deiter Fraund, Missionary

Warmest greetings. here are some news

In 11 Timothy 1:vl1-12, Paul declares;
“Whereunto I am appointed a preacher, and
an apostle, and a teacher of the Gentiles.
For the which cause 1 also suffer these
things: nevertheless 1 am not ashamed: for
1 know whom 1 have believed, and am
persuaded that he is able to keep that which
1 have committed unto him against that
day.” Paul says, it doesn’t matter what
others say about me or do to me, 1 am not

ashamed. He had a gospel worth sharing
for two important reasons.

1. He Knew The Savior. “1 know in whom
1 have believed.” He had more than
religíon, he had a Redeemer. He had done
more than turned over a new leaf, he had
receíved a new life! He had done more than
joín a church, he had met the Chríst. He
had entered ínto a personal relatíonshíp
wíth Jesus Christ.

2. He Had Salvation. Paul knew that the
Lord had gíven hím a salvatíon that was
eterna!. Thínk about that for a momento
Jesus has saved us. He has saved us for
all eterníty. He has given us a new life,
forgíven us all our síns, made heaven our
eternal home. lhere ís never a moment when
He is not with us. He ís always there
meeting our every need. Why would any
Chrístían ever be ashamed of sharing the
Gospel of Jesus Christ?

For the month of January, the
missionaries reported 949 salvations and
23 baptisms. Sínce June, a total of 6,300
salvations and 320 baptisms have been
reported. Praise the Lord for each
dedicated missíonary sharing the Gospel
of Chríst.

Now is the time to consider sending in
your Missíonary Recommendation Forms.
If your church is recommendíng a
missionary for support thís year, please be
advised that the deadline for receiving
these forms is April 20, 2018. This is a very
strict deadline date, and any forms received
after this date will have to be considered
and discussed at the Messenger Meeting
in June.

The Pre-associational Standing
Missionary Committee Meeting will be
held at the facilities of Northern HiIIs
Baptist Church on May 21-22, 2018. The
meeting wíll begin at 1:00 pm on the
afternoon of the 21st.

May the Lord add Hís blessíngs to the
work of Hís churches.

from Germany . Our new mission in the city
of Essen moves on fine.

We have one young man as prospect
for licensing. There are many children.

It is good to serve these, they need to
know about the Lord and His Word thor-
oughly.

My son, missionary Andreas Fraund, is
working with me to build this mission up
to become a full church.

We have a lot of snow which means hin-
derance for the traffic. Thank you all for
your prayers and support.

L.A.M.B.
Jim Gage, Missionary

January 6th ,2018, we ordained brother
David Mercado to the Gospel Ministry.
Jesus and the early church set the biblical
foundation for the act of ordaining men to
the ministry. Jesus selected men, the Holy
Spirit called, and the church at Antioch
ordained and approved Paul and Barnabas
for their missionary journey. They then
ordained elders where they ministered.
Truly this is a great opportunity to serve
the Lord through an ordination service at
the new church, Puerto Estrecha.

A new “Homeschool Foundation” is
Underway: Many families in the states
have been educating their children by
homeschool. There are many advantages,
but the main results are that you have a
personal input into the lives of your
children.

They are Christian biblical based.
Ignacio and Paula Quintero, members of
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the newly founded church, “ El Sembrador
Missionary Baptist Church” are in the
process of establishing a foundation to
homeschool their children. They really
need your prayers.

LatinAmericanMissionary Baptist
Theological Seminary: This, informational
brochure, will help to better understand
LAMB as an educational institute, her
policies, activities, and needs.

1st, LAMB is a Local New Testament
Church sponsored Theological Seminary
that uses professors that are prepared,
qualified and Biblically sound, men of God
with the desire and the ability to teach.

2n d, We believe that each Christian and
student of the Word of God has the
responsibility to prepare himself. 2 Timothy
2:15 says, “ Study to shew thy self
approved unto God, a workman that
needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing
the word of  truth.”

Learn at HOME: LAMB is a “Home
Learning Biblical Educational Seminary”
especially developed for the Spanish
speaking student that cannot personally
attend a Bible Seminary. Most them
because of financial reasons. LAMB is the
answer to those Bible students.

Monterrey, Colombia, S.A.
Carlos Julio Mendoza, Missionary

Bro. John Dean missionary pastor to
Fusa BM has traveled, he wants to spend
some time with his family in the United
States. My wife and I went to Fusa to teach
and preach to Fusa BM and to encourage
the congregation to stand strong in the
faith.  Fusa formed a pulpit committee and
voted for my grandson Andres to be the
president of the committee.

 I am thankful to God to my grandson
and for his dedication to the mission work
at Fusa BM.  He told me that God is calling
him to preach the gospel to the lost.  Please
pray for Andres.  Fusa had and average
attendance of 30, 3 first time visitors, 2
professions of faith, and one baptism.

If it is God’s will, we will be in Monterrey
Feb 10th to carry on with the mission work
there.  In Monterrey Mission my son-in-
law Bro. Edger and Bro. Kevin were in
charge of the services during my absence.
These brethren have felt the call of God to
preach the Gospel.  I’m thankful to God for

those who have grown strong in the faith
and take my place when I am absent.
    We continue to broadcast the Gospel
from Monday to Friday.  In Monterrey they
had 2 first time visitors and one profession
of faith in Christ.  Please pray for the health
of Pastor Bro.  Robert Ledford.  He is the
pastor of Landmark BC in Madison, Fl.

Thank you so much for your prayers and
continued financial support for Monterrey
Colombian Mission work and my ministry.
May our Almighty God fill you with great
blessings, Pastor Bro H.H. STRICKLAND,
and family.

Brasov, Romania
Mike Rogers, Missionary

Deputation: As our time here in the US
comes to an end, I can’t help but to praise
God for His wonderful grace and many
blessing. We have had many opportunities
to share the work in Romania, meet new
friends and renew old friendships. While I
am eager to get home I am sorry there has
not been more time to visit friends and
family during our time here. We have been
blessed by so many that I don’t have space
to name them all but I want to thank all of
the churches that opened their hearts and
doors to us, those who opened their homes
and their wallets to support the work. I am
thankful for Faith Baptist Church in North
Little Rock for allowing us to use the
mission house, Todd Anderson and
Summit Baptist Church in Pine Bluff for the
use of their van, Pam and Barry Pankey
and Weatherford Dental care for all they
have done, and each one of you who has
kept us in your prayers.

Thank you, and keep praying as we
return Feb. 14 to Romania.

Family: We are so happy to announce
the birth of our granddaughter Ellie Rey
Rogers Jan. 23, 5lb 15oz and 19.25 inches.
The Doctors had prepared us for her be-
ing born with TEF and would need mul-
tiple surgeries and be in the hospital for at
least 5 weeks and probably 3 months.
While it broke our hearts we knew God was
in control and our trust was in Him!

God is still in the miracle business and
she was born needing only one minor sur-

gery and is already home with her family.
Praise God.

Costa Rica
Walter Goulding, Missionary

People in the north say it to the
southerners – and they are right! People
in the U. S. say it to us in the tropics – and
they are right! Just what are they saying?
“You don’t know what cold is!”

The difference is what people are used
to – and how well prepared they are for the
changes in the weather. In Costa Rica,
fromMay through November, you carry an
umbrella. It’s a way of life. Oh, and … you
probably will get sick if you get wet.

But when the temperature drops … e v e
r y b o d y “freezes to death.” We have had
one cold front after another. So attendance
drops. Those who do attend, though, feel
and spread the warmth in the services at
The Way. Our children from South Florida
came down. David and Maggie serve as
missionaries to the Hispanics. He pastors
Village Green MBC of Miami. David
taught the Sunday School lesson on
Christmas eve and preached for us the first
Sunday of the year.

Maggie,David, and our younger
daughter, Vicky s h a r ed photos on their
cell phones. Looking on and getting a kick
out of the moment at the Lincoln Plaza are
Vicky’s husband, Orlando, and my wife,
Noemy.

Thank you for your prayers and support.

France
Jason Clark, Missionary

The New Year is off to a good start. It
was a rainy month of January, but
thankfully the temperatures were mild,
actually warmer than many places in the
States. We had one call back resulting from
the Christmas Cards that were handed out.
The elderly shut-in was touched and we
will stay in contact with her.

Mathieu and I continue to work together
currently studying the Life of Christ and
Eschatology. Be in prayer for him as he is
still searching for a job, and might be forced
to move into a more affordable house. He
and his wife also found out they are
expecting.
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We are all earnestly praying for God’s
guidance. Angie and I have felt that God
might be leading us to another area of
France in the near future. We are praying
about the Dordogne area,with a
population of over 400,000 (2

nd 

largest
department in France by population, yet
with the lowest concentration of
churches). We will be traveling there for a
week at the end of February to explore a
few areas and gain some more information
as to what opportunities and needs there
are. Pray for this trip that God would open
doors and guide us to the right people
and places. But don’t stop praying for the
group in Limoux, as we continue to reach
out until it is clear that God wants us to be
elsewhere. Pray for M who has not
attended the Bible Study for a few weeks
because of sickness and other
trials...which seems to occur frequently
here when someone starts showing
interest in God. Pray also that God would
continue to give us more opportunities to
share the gospel and would lead the group
to a deeper relationship with Him, and to
the organization of a local church.

Romana
Kolt Mikrell, Missionary

From the Mission Field: Winter is here
to stay! The snow arrived in January and
hasn’t left. However, thanks to the
generous love offerings for the repairs on
the house we’ve been staying nice and
cozy! We’ve been shoveling lots of snow,
and drinking lots of hot chocolate and
coffee! Church services have been longer
too! Folks would rather stay and
fellowship after services than get back out
in the cold! God is good and has blessed
us with another great month. We look
forward to the blessings that He has in
store for us  in the month to come!

Urgent Prayer Needs:  We still have
not met our goal for monthly support. We
are still only between 85%-95% of our
monthly support. We moved here last June
in faith trusting that God would supply
the remaining support we needed and are
continuing to trust in Him to provide! We
are asking that you pray with us about
becoming a monthly financial support
partner. Together, we can reach people in

Romania with the Gospel!
Women’s Conference:  This past month

the women of the church at Feldioara
were invited to attend a women’s
conference hosted by the Matheny
missionary family and the baptist church
at Bu’teni. It was a great time of fellowship
and encouragement as we heard from
God’s word and made new friendships! We
want to thank all those who made the
conference possible and for extending the
invitation to our ladies.

Continuing Language Learning: I,
Kolt, am thrilled to announce that I began
attending a language school here in
Bra_ov last month to help aid in my
language learning. It is a blessing and an
answered prayer! I meet with the class
Tuesdays and Thursdays of each week
from 5pm-7pm. The teacher is patient and
explains things well. I am also excited at
the opportunities that it will provide to
meet new people and share the gospel
with them. Best of all it is free! As always,
we thank you for taking time to read our
newsletters and pray with us about the
work that God is doing here in Romania!
Thank you and God bless!

Belize
Ben Woodward, Missionary

God has blessed His work in Belize this
year. We’ve been able to make many new
contacts and reach into family lives
through their children’s schools. One of
our college students, Sister Cindy has
taken a keen interest in teaching the
children and not only is she doing a
fantastic job, she continues to attend
seminary classes and is growing closer to
her Lord personally day by day.

Please keep her and her family in your
prayers. It is not difficult to reach the
children. They thrive on personal
attention and being loved. Some of the
moms and other women take interest in
learning about God’s Word while reaching
the men is very difficult. One of our most
faithful men, Bro. Fernando has grown
spiritually a lot over the years and has
started attending Spanish seminary
classes and helping teach, in Spanish,
some of our (Spanish only) attendees.
However, these two people are not the

only ones working and
growing. Throughout the year we’ve
watched many changes in the lives of
both adults and children.

Please keep them all and the Lord’s work
in Belize in your prayers.

Missions: S.E.  Asia
Rusty Teer, Missionary

We cannot do His work alone. We
weren’t meant to do it alone. He is calling
us to work together, and as His work
continues to expand here He is calling for
more to join us in prayer, support,
encouragement and physically working
here. We have public schools asking for
teachers who teach with a Christian serve.
They not only want their students taught,
they want them loved in the right ways.
We should have people ready and waiting
to share His love and serve in ways like
this. Let’s prepare and go as He
commands!

We have a new student teacher from a
near nation. She has never heard the Truth
so it has been a blessing to share. Adam
stood in the gap teaching, as usual, and
allowed me time to sit and chat with her
about how being created by God is the
only way we can arrive at the foundation
for human rights. If we are not created
there is no way to determine the value of
anyone or anything. It would simply be
about me and what I want. She is thinking
about these things so please pray she will
seek the truth and want to know the truth.
She is not knowledgeable about history
and the deadly effects of non-theistic
worldviews on human rights.

Last week we met some students we
used to teach at NH school 4 years ago.
They asked us to bring some of the
Christmas booklets. I met the new school
principal before, and she asked me to come
back or for us to provide an English teacher
for K-6th grade. Today after kindergarten
we stopped by and were able to hand out
some extra booklets and some home made
banana bread for the teachers. Please pray
for folks to surrender to serve the people
so students can have access to believers
planting seeds on a regular basis.

He gave exactly what we needed for our
budget this month! I want to praise Him
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that we have never done without any good
thing. He has always supplied, and we have
always said yes to every opportunity never
saying no because of any financial need.
He‘s true to His promise to provide all our
needs according to His riches in glory.

Thanks for all you do to say yes to Him
through your prayers and giving. We have
a great Father!

Turkana Missions
Eddie Williams, Missionary

BREANNE GRADUATES:  My older
daughter, Breanne, graduated from the
University of South Florida with a bachelor
degree in Mass Communications on 8
December. I was able to travel back to
America in time to be there for her special
day.

I am very proud of her for all she
accomplished while at USF. She  began her
career working as an editor for the school’s
paper, The Oracle. She oversaw other
journalists as well as covered her own beat,
The Opinion.

This past July, she was able to gain full
time employment working as a journalist
in the Tampa Bay area at The Observer as
she finished her last semester. She
continues to thrive in her field. She has
had several of her articles published by
the Tampa Times and is gaining notoriety
as a professional journalist with integrity
and courage to ask the tough questions.
Keep an eye out for this young lady…she
is a world changer!

CHRISTMAS:  It has been 10 years
since I have been in America for Christmas.
I thank South Union Baptist Church for
allowing me the chance to return for
Breanne’s graduation and to celebrate our
Savior’s birth with my family.

I returned to Turkana New Year’s Eve.
While I was gone, our churches held 3 VBS
camps and report 17 professions of faith.

Japan Missions
Shin Mitsue Kamoda, Missionary

It’s such a joy to see two precious souls
saved during our Christmas outreach and
celebrations. Nozomi Kobayashi is the
mother of a girl whose name is Aoi. She’s
professed to trust in Christ. Please, pray
that she may regularly attend services and

take her child to Sunday School. Saki
Kawabata attends Sunday School and
often visits with me when she wants to
talk after school. She and I discussed the
Four Spiritual Laws. And she wanted to
pray to receive Jesus as her Savior. I
encourage her to attend worship after
Sunday School. Please, pray for their
spiritual growth.

The Hashimoto family of four and Mrs.
Shiraishi with her child attended our
Children’s Christmas for the first time. They
had never been to any church programs
before. I shared the Gospel with them, as
their children participate our programs. We
pray that they may seek to find the truth.

Youth Christmas service welcomed
teenagers. Our children took active roles
to conduct the service. My wife and a
young Christian brother played the guitar
as we sang to the Lord. I clearly preached
the Gospel using The Four Spiritual Laws
which was projected on Power Point. The
audience was silent and trying to
understand the message. Refreshments
and fellowship were enjoyed until 10 P.M.

Christmas special service and
celebration were blessed. A long time
seeker, Mrs. Yamagishi, visited. Christmas
Eve service was blessed to have seekers,
too. My English conversation students’
family and a new visitor, Ms. Yoshizaki
visited. All of these lost people NEED the
Lord. Please, pray that the Lord may save
these precious souls.

Thailand
David Leak, Missionary

On the morning of January 5th; Thailand
time, I received the sad news that my Mom
had passed away in Dallas, TX. Needless
to say, this has been a difficult month for
me in this regard. My brother Gregg & his
wife Linda have taken care of the
arrangements, & I want to publicly thank
them for dealing with all of the details
involved. At the advice of both my brother
& Dad, I’ve decided not to return to the
US for now. I would; however, covet
prayers for me & my family. We plan on
having a Memorial Service for Mom when
I am able to return to the US. At this time it
just wasn’t financially feasible to return,
so the advice was a tremendous help to

me during this difficult time as well. My
prayer has been to be able to spend some
quality time with all of my family during
my next furlough, but the Lord had different
plans with Mom, & He always knows best.

During the months of either February/
March of 2018, I am; Lord willing, going to
be making the next trip to Isaan. I do want
to follow up with the Ubon Taxi Driver that
I mentioned in my previous report. I’ve not
been able to stop thinking about what the
Lord may have in store in that regard, so I
do ask you to keep him in prayer, as well as
other contacts that I’ve been praying for
the Lord to provide in the future too. I’ve
struggled with why he never mentioned
an invitation to come to his house & have
dinner with him & his family until I was
leaving Ubon, but I know the Lord is in
control. I’m also planning on contacting a
gentleman that Rusty Tier has put me in
contact with as well. I’ve only talked to
him over the phone, but he is willing to
take me around some other areas of Isaan.
I want to be absolutely sure where the Lord
wants me to move to initially. This
gentleman’s name is Mr. Korn; he is a
Buddhist, & I ask that you pray as I am
allowed to spend some time with him
traveling. I’ve not yet talked to the
gentleman from Isaan that is a Pastor and
has recently moved back to Chiang Mai
yet, but I’m looking forward to meeting him
& discussing some contacts & areas he
may have advice on too. I will; Lord willing
be renewing my Visa in May; my Passport
in June/July, & then be making the concrete
plans for the move & new location into
Isaan.

The South Pacific
Walt Emry, Missionary

Happy, sad, anxious. Relaxed, afraid,
brave, uncertain but especially EXCITED!
So many emotions going through our
heads but the true blessing is drawing
closer to our Lord because of all of these
emotions and trials. Our time is getting
closer and there is so much to do.

We have been blessed to be able to
spend the holidays with our family. We
spent Christmas with family in Spokane and
then New Year’s in Walla Walla. It’s a sad
time saying goodbye.
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Interstate
Missions

Lighthouse Ministries
Toby Cribbs Sr., Director

The Lord put us in this Ministry
February 1989,( 28 Years). The Lord has
opened so many doors. Our
correspondence Bible Course has grown
from15 a month to over 500 a month. With
just a few students to over 900.. We are
currently in 240 Jails and Prisons with our
studies. We have reached over 45
thousand inmates with our studies. The
Lord has saved over 2500 souls. All of this
is because of  the Lord’s Churches and his
people have given and prayed for this
Ministry. We could give many more
statistics as Bibles given, Bible
Dictionaries, Birthday Cards, and studies
completed . We thank each of you.

DEPUTATION: My wife and I attended
Shady Grove Baptist Church ,Old Fort,TN
and I presented our Mission Work. We
also attended Hiawassee BC, Murphy,
N.C.and the preacher asked me back to
present our Mission Work and to preach.
We attended Mt. Liberty BC, Murphy, N.C.
and presented our Mission Work. We also
attended  and gave an update of our
Mission Work and preached at  First MBC,
Kenansville, Kenansville, Fl. and St Cloud
MBC, St Cloud, Fl.

LOCAL JAIL MINISTRY
Pickens County Jail, Jasper, GA –We are

about finished with our studies that I wrote
and will begin on the subject of Salvation.

Polk County Jail, Benton, TN..  The
Murder  Trial is over and so many were
surprised with the verdict. Things are back
to normal with our studies. Do pray for the
Jail Administer.She has closed Pod C from
having a Bible Class.They can not come
out for a study, we can only go cell to cell
and talk through a small opening in the
doors.

Fannin County Jail Blue Ridge, GA.  We
finished chapter ten in Gospel of John and
now on chapter eleven.

Missionary Ambassador Ministries
Christopher Cartwright, Missionary

Thank you Lord for your blessings on
this ministry. Who knew what the Lord
would have in store for this ministry which
began in Wilmington, Ohio on February 2,
2003. It began on a snowy day shoveling
sidewalks and entrances, and now this min-
istry is reaching the world with the gospel
in the Spanish language. Over the past 15
years, there have been many professions
of faith, and at least several lives trans-
formed and serving and following the Lord.
Even with a shift in ministry focus from
using a small storefront church after start-
ing in my apartment to a worldwide focus
by way of radio and internet and mission
trips to Nicaragua, it has seen its share of
ups and downs, blessings and trials. How-
ever, I give the Lord all the praise in doing
His work and being just His servant. Lord
wiling, we will go another 15 years.

The Santa Lucia Project: So far, all items
have been sent over, including the 14 large
print Spanish Bibles along with 51 copies
of my Bible Study book, “Come and See,”
which has been published graciously by
West Florida Baptist Institute in Pensacola,
Florida. Also, the electric keyboard is at
the church house, but they still need to
pay for it. It cost $450.00 with a chair and
stand. All plans continue to go smoothly
for the land purchase and house rental.

The new congregation had its first Bible
Studies in January in preparations for the
Evangelistic campaign. They had their first
study on January 15 with 15 people, then
on January 21 with 33 people, and then on
January 28 with 38 in attendance.

Continues success in Spanish classes
in Ironton, Ohio: So far, the Spanish classes
have been a success with our classes go-
ing “interactive,” especially when our
classes go to Casa Grande Mexican Res-
taurant in South Point, Ohio. Whenever
we have class there and I teach Spanish,
the workers there also listen in and want
to learn English. What a way to show the
love of Christ to others, by being a light of
Christ in the local community.

Bloomington
Scott Bourland, Missionary
Year End Review

5 Professions of Faith- How our hearts

rejoice in each one that came to know Christ
as their savior.

6 Baptisms- It is always a thrill to see
people follow the Lord in obedience.

81 First Time Visitors- We are so
grateful for the opportunity to speak into
the lives of the people God brings our way.

Attendance increase from the low 30’s
to the low 40’s- This has been our average
rate of growth since we have been here,
around 10 per year. When you are living it,
it seems slow, but looking back it is easier
to see how God is adding to us.

Growth in disciples- One of the greatest
measures of what God is doing is how
much certain people have grown. This one
is more difficult to quantify, but it is such a
blessing to see these changed lives.

Continued Building Progress - This
month allowed us to get our foundation
inspection complete and to back fill around
the foundation wall. Winter has hit and the
progress for the next couple of months will
be more in the area of planning and
administrative task to be ready when the
weather breaks. I constantly pray and ask
God for two things concerning the
building program.

Wisdom- He certainly has and does
continually provide this by providing the
right people at the right time with the right
knowledge. I sense his direction very
clearly and I ask that you would pray that
we would continue to seek him and know
his direction in each step.

Provision- Even a modest building like
ours is a huge financial undertaking. God
has provided in wonderful ways thus far
and we are seeking his continued out
pouring. Pray with us that finances would
flood in and we could stand at the end of
this without the hindrance of
overwhelming debt.

Benchmark Baptist Fellowship
Allen Schoeff, Missionary

December was a bittersweet month here
in Fredericksburg. Pastor Clyde Duncan
was promoted to glory on December 10,
2017. Brother Duncan served over 50 years
in ministry. The last years of ministry, he
was the missionary here at Benchmark
Baptist Fellowship. His passion for world
wide missions was well known and his heart
for the work here was such that when a
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missionary was needed, he stepped down
as pastor of First Baptist Church of
Kingstowne, where he had pastored for
many years, and moved to Fredericksburg.
I am honored to have known him and to
carry on the legacy of love that he has left
behind. Please keep his dear wife and family
in your prayers as they celebrate his home
going and grieve their loss.

The weather was another bitter aspect
of the month. A year ago, Julie and I
chuckled and snickered (just a little mind
you) when the folks of Benchmark were
shivering in 40 degree weather. But
apparently we have already acclimated to
the Southern ideals of temperature. When
the temperatures began dropping this
year, we were looking for our heavy coats.
Of course, this year they dropped into the
teens where as last year they stayed in the
40’s and 50’s. Maybe that played a role!
But sadly, the weather kept many indoors
and out of church. So, our attendance that
had been faithfully rising each month of
2017 took a decided drop, not unlike the
temperatures.

As most of you know the mission work
here has had its historic ups and down.
What Julie and I know is that God called
us here to bring this mission to its maturity
and organization as a local New Testament
BAPTIST Church. Not a Baptist church in
name only, but one that holds to the Bible
and the ancient landmarks of what it means
to be BAPTIST! This IS happening by the
grace of God and the working of the Holy
Spirit. The growth has been a little slower
than I had expected and the field is a little
different from what we were familiar with
in Indiana, but God is still sovereign and
He is adding to His church.

First Heritage Baptist Church
Mike Jones, Missionary

Discipled: Jesus said “Go and make
disciples.” To me Jesus’ words emphasize
not the moment of salvation but the lifetime
of sanctification that follows. And as a
pastor one of the greatest moments is seeing
the transformation from a mere fan, that just
comes and attends the service, to a Christ
follower that is dedicated, surrendered and
in love with Jesus. Since August we have
watched as several of our members have
made this transition by studying and

taking on new responsibilities and jobs
within the church, utilizing their talents to
truly honor God with their lives.

On October 1st, we began a Children’s
Church and Nursery Program for our
Sunday Morning Service. We had a young
lady step up and volunteer to be the
Coordinator for this new program. With
Gods Guidance, I report that our Children’s
Church/ Nursery Program is a huge
success. We have 12 people that have
volunteered to be a part of this great
program, and after 3 months, our
attendance has grown from just a couple
children to a dozen at times. I believe this
growth is due to the dedication, planning
and fire of these disciples.

Firsts: I believe we need to “Celebrate
Every Victory” no matter how small. After
3 years on the field December was another
first for us because we decided to put on a
Christmas program. I know for some, this
does not sound like much, but for us we
celebrated the Victory of having 12 young
people plan, practice and perform a
Christmas play for the adults. It was a
terrific night to see young people work so
hard and be so happy to use their talents
to celebrate the birth of Christ.

Prayers Needed: It seems there are
always prayer request and prayer needs,
but as we enter a new year, I want you to
pray for us as a church to reach our
community. As a congregation, we have a
heart for the military and I feel we do a
good job reaching them, but we need to be
better at reaching the Fayetteville locals
as we grow.

Please help us pray for God to open new
doors in 2018.

We are also approaching 2 years in our
current store front building. This building
has been our first location where we can
come and go as we please and we are
thankful. We have had a few services this
year where we have had to bring more
chairs into our sanctuary, that allowed us
to see how fast we can run out of space.

We are currently looking at 2 parcels of
land that are in great locations. Please pray
for us and our Lego Building Fund project
as we look for Gods guidance in our next
step as a congregation.

Colorada Church Planting
Everett Ledbetter, Missionary

Probably the biggest change over the
past month was the fact that I started
driving with Uber. This make a necessity
in order to help meet our monthly rent. We
have some churches that are helping to
meet this need, but it simply has not been
enough. I wanted some that was flexible
and would not hinder the ministry in a
substantial way. The extra benefits have
come from meeting people that I would
have never met any other way and being
able to share the gospel with them. Some
are completely uninterested while others I
have had some very good conversations
with. Please pray for these daily
encounters.

Summer Outreach Opportunities: We are
currently praying for groups to come and
help us this summer. We have two different
opportunities. If you would like to connect
with other churches from around the
country then IMPACT is for your group.

However, if you are looking for
something smaller, or the dates do not work
for your group. Then, we can find a week
that works for your group. We are hoping
to go into targeted communities and love
on that community. In order to do this, we
need help. Please contact us about bringing
a group out and reserving a time to do so.
These groups are for any age groups.

Impact Summer Colorado: The deadline
is here. If any church is planning to join us
for I.M.P.A.C.T. this year. The registration
deadline is here. We still have room to
accommodate more, however outreach
teams need to be organized. Please help
us by getting your group registered asap.
I.M.P.A.C.T. will be with us June 4-8; 2017.
The total cost for each participant is $250,
which includes four nights lodging at
Colorado Christian University, 2 meals per
day, 2 T-shirts, and 4 nights of worship.
Registration is open for church groups.
Churches are encouraged to email
everettledbetter@gmail.com asap with an
estimated number of participants in order
to reserve your space. Individuals that are
coming alone are asked to email to reserve
your space also. IMPACT is open to
individuals that have finished 6th grade
and up. Come experience sharing the
gospel in a challenging culture. For more
information, impact-missions.org.
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El Paso, TX
Glenn McCarver, Missionary

Home is where the heart is after a year of
deputation, we have finally made it to
where God wants us to serve Him. We
arrived in El Paso on January 9th. On the
very next day, we were moving in to our
new home. We weren’t able to stay the first
night in our house until the 11th (waiting
for the water to be turned on), but we were
finally where our heart was.

Thank You!: Thank you to Grace MBC
(Hobbs, NM) for being our newest
supporter. We greatly appreciate your heart
for missions! Every supporter is a great
part of our ministry. We couldn’t do it
without God and your help!

Moving: Our move would not have been
possible without members from our send-
ing church volunteering to move our
belongings. Thank you to Bro. Russell, Sis.
Heather and Sis. Morgan Smith for help-
ing us! It was a tremendous blessing for
you to help us move our things and un-
load them (even on a cold, rainy day in El
Paso).

New Opportunities:  As we have been
unpacking, there has been opportunities
to meet new people. Even during these first
days, God has placed us in contact with
people. Our time here is about relation-
ships. The relationships that we make with
people that live here will hopefully lead to
them beginning a relationship or renewing
their relationship with the Savior.

New Address: Our new mailing address
is: 7008 Faxon Drive, El Paso, TX 79924.
You may send all correspondence to that
address.

Antioch MBC
Dexter, ME
George Dever, Missionary

Paul says in Philippians 1:21, “For to me
to live is Christ, and to die is gain.” This
verse along with the Great Commission,
(Matthew 28:18-20, “And Jesus came and
spake unto them, saying, All power is given
unto me in heaven and in earth. Go ye there-
fore, and teach all nations, baptizing them
in the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to
observe all things whatsoever I have com-

manded you: and, lo, I am with you always,
even unto the end of the world.”), gives
me the confidence and the authority to
share the gospel without any arrogance
on my part. We are looking for another great
year in the Lord.

AWANA Our second year in and aver-
aging 20 kids from 3 years to 6th grade.
Our Cubbies and Sparks are continuing to
grow and are working hard on their memory
verses. Our T & T (3rd/4th & 5th/6th) is
small this year. Several moved up to the
Youth Group at the beginning of the school
year.

Ladies’ Auxiliary:  We had a slow year
fundraising due to some community hold
ups, but we have made arrangements with
a local merchant to be able to hand out
flyers and hold bake sales out front of the
store. So we are looking for a better year
this year. We were still able to send monthly
monies to our two ladies’ ministry – Toni
Shockey – MWAC and Julie Schoeff –
Eyes on Christ. Gave to the Women’s Na-
tional Goal, helped toward the roof over
the ramp and purchased a new microwave
for the kitchen. Our goals this year are to
help with the much-needed lighting up-
grades for safety and a new refrigerator.

Heartland Baptist Mission
Central Georgia Area
Mark Thornton, Missionary

Please join us in prayer as we are now
on deputation raising designated funds for
a new Church plant in central, Georgia. The
name of the Mission is Heartland Baptist,
and is sponsored by Tifton Missionary
Baptist Church in Tifton Georgia. If you
would like me to come present this new
work to your church, please call my cell,
912-552-4811. My email address is
mandmthorn6465@gmail.com.

Happy New Year: I just want to person-
ally thank everyone and all the churches
of the ABA for helping and praying for this
new ministry. We are excited about this up-
coming year. Pray for us as we continue to
raise support, look for potential church
property, and especially open doors to
present the Gospel in our community. Also
please continue to pray for our family’s
health. Mona has had a pretty tough year

with her hearing loss and arthritis. Remem-
ber also her mother, Sis Jewell Durham, who
continues to battle Alzheimer’s disease.

Park Ministry: During October we
handed out about 400 life books and invi-
tations to our Thursday night Bible Study.
I am glad to report that more than two
months later we are seeing results. We had
one man who is a truck driver visit with us.
He had been on the road for six months,
but said he received our invitation, and
though it had been weathered, decided to
visit with us. Another couple with a young
child that used to be our neighbors in the
RV park moved away back in October. They
have just moved back and stated that they
are planning on attending our studies.
Pray for these prospects that they can be
reached and for us as we witness to them.

Arkansas Visit: It was good to visit the
Missionary Baptist Seminary in Little Rock
and Unity MBC and Antioch MBC in Little
Rock and Faith MBC in North Little Rock.
I would especially like to thank these
churches and their pastors for allowing me
to present our work in Georgia and the love
offerings they gave towards my travel ex-
penses.

December Financial Statement: Thanks
to all the churches and their membership
for each offering given towards our finan-
cial support.

Korean Mission, USA
YoungBae Kim, Missionary

We had a gracious and wonderful ordi-
nation service for my missionary helper,
Myung Jung Kim by the authority of the
FBC of Kingstowne in late October. He has
been serving the Lord faithfully in the mis-
sion for the last four and half years. We
are blessed to know him and his wife. Sadly,
last week we heard that his mother fainted
and is in a coma with a brain hemorrhage.
For many years she has been caring for
her husband after two car accidents left
him physically handicapped. As a result,
Pastor Myung Jung and his wife suddenly
had to pack up all their things and go back
to Korea to take care of his parents. We
are sure that they will continue to minister
there for saving of souls in Seoul. We will
certainly miss them and be sure to keep in
touch.
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Business Manager
Report

Wayne Sewell

Luke 7:1-10 gives an example of a Roman Centurion in Capernaum that had a servant that was sick

and near death.  The Centurion asked the Jewish elders to go speak to Christ about his sick servant.  The

Jewish elders did come to Jesus and requested that He would heal the servant. The elders said he is worthy,

he loves our nation and has built us a synagogue. Jesus was on His way to the home to heal the servant.

However, the Centurion sent friends with a message for Christ.  In verse 7, his message is simple and to the

point, “but say in a word, and my servant shall be healed.”

The Roman Centurion understood the spiritual authority that Christ possessed because he worked

under the military authority.  He realized that Christ did not have to be physically present to heal his servant.

This soldier was a man of faith.  It was a practical faith.  He was putting into practice what was in his heart

and mind.

The Bible declares in verse 9 that Jesus marveled at him.  The word used here also means to be

amazed.  Jesus didn’t stop with that statement but proceeded to state that He had not found so great faith

in Israel. What rebuke of the Jewish nation. This Roman Centurion had faith in Christ, but many of the Jews

had rejected Christ.  What an example for the Jews and for us today.  We were saved by faith and we are

called upon to walk by faith.  This Roman Centurion was already practicing walking by faith daily.  Paul

wrote in 2 Corinthians 5:7, “(For we walk by faith, not by sight:).”  May we as God’s Children walk by faith

daily with Christ along the journey of life.

Ecclesiastes 3:1 states, “To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the

heaven.” Indeed there is a time and purpose for everything.  In every life change comes.  So in my life a time

of change has come.  I want to announce that I will not allow my name to stand for the position of Business

Manager during the American Baptist Association meeting that will be held in June of 2018.
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Kyle Elkins
Business Mananger

No true Baptist would disagree with this statement: The Bible is the inerrant, infallible Word of God.
Paul wrote, “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction,
for instruction in righteousness: that the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works”
(2 Timothy 3:16, 17). Peter wrote, “We have also a more sure word of prophecy; . . . For the prophecy came
not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost” (2 Peter
1:19, 21). Doesn’t everyone believe the Bible to be the authoritative Word of God? Unfortunately, no.

The Bible is under attack today. Men have tried to burn it, ban it and otherwise destroy it. The attack
going on today takes the form of casual acceptance towards the Word of God. More people see the Koran and
the Book of Mormon as equally sacred as the Bible.

According to research carried out by Barna and the American Bible Society in 2017, the Koran and
Book of Mormon are considered to be sacred books. In 2011, eighty-six percent of people surveyed said the
Bible is a sacred book. In 2017, that number dropped to eighty-two percent. While the Bible dropped, the
Koran and Book of Mormon increased. The Koran doubled from ten percent in 2011 to twenty-one percent in
2017. Acceptance of the Book of Mormon increased from four to eleven percent for the same years.

We no longer live in times when you can say the Bible is inspired just because it says so. The unsaved
and the skeptical require more evidence than “because it says it is.” The argument that states the Bible
produces changed lives is true. However, one cannot deny that the Koran has also led to changed lives, albeit
in the negative.

We can know the Bible is the inspired Word of God. Not because we say so, but because Jesus says
so. And not Jesus only, but the gospel writers, Paul, the prophets and the other Bible writers all conclude that
Jesus is the risen Son of God. God raised up Jesus from the dead to live for evermore. God would not do this
if Jesus were a false prophet. Upon the words of Jesus Christ and His resurrection, we can fully accept the
Bible as the infallible, inerrant Word of God.

With the belief that the Bible, the written Word of God, completely provides everything we need to live
for Him, we are working on Bible Challenge, a Bible drill program to be used for students from the first to
twelfth grades. The Bible drill will help students to learn the Word of God and hide it in their hearts. Books of
the Bible will be learned; how to locate Scriptures and recall important Bible doctrines will be emphasized.
Junior high and high school teens will realize they can learn lengthy passages of Scripture. Our prayer is that
this will be instrumental in planting a love for the Word of God in the minds and hearts of young people and lead
the student to come to a personal relationship with Jesus Christ and to live for Him daily.

If you are able to attend the national meeting in Lexington this year, a room has been reserved for you
to see and learn about Bible Challenge.
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FINANCIAL REPORT
WEST FLORIDA BAPTIST INSTITUTE

November/December 2017

EXPENSES:
Utilities $  2,457.13
Misc.   10,156.08
Insurance -0-
Instruction 6,280.00

TOTAL EXPENSE $18,893.21 $18,893.21
NEW BALANCE $  40,008.37

BOOKSTORE FUND
BALANCE BROUGHT FORWARD $  433.92
Income:

Bookstore Sales $  4,596.22
Press Sales        2,632.88

Contributions
Pinehaven 100.00
O’Leno BC 200.00
Landmark (Pensacola) 20.00

Total Income $7,549.10 $7,549.10
TOTAL AVAILABLE $8,077.91

Expenses:
Utilities $1026.25
Postage $427.56
Books $1984.68
Supplies  $3,735.50
TOTAL EXPENSES       $7,071.67 $ 7,071.67
NEW BALANCE $ 1,006.24

GENERAL FUND BALANCE  $40,088.37
BOOKSTORE FUND BALANCE     $   1,006.24

GENERAL FUND
BALANCE BROUGHT FORWARD $39,207.77
INCOME:
 ALABAMA
Magnolia Springs BC -Theodore, AL 478.00
BaptistChapel BC -Grand Bay, AL 200.00
Baumhauer Rd. -Theodore, AL 200.00
Schillinger Rd. -Mobile, AL 150.00
 GEORGIA
Northside, BC -Vienna, GA 200.00
Traders Hill -Folkston, GA 70.00
 FLORIDA
Galilee MBC -Milton, FL 40.00
Bethel BC -Milton, FL 200.00
Okeechobee BC -Okeechobee, FL 169.09
Calvary BC -Panama City, Fl 100.00
Landmark BC -Pensacola, FL 200.00
Landmark BC -Madison, FL 200.00
Mics:
Kitchen Sales -Pensacola, FL 106.72
 TOTAL $2,313.81
  DESIGNATED FUNDS:H.H.Strickland
Baptist Chapel -Grand Bay,AL 700.00
Eastern Avenue -St.Cloud,FL 600.00
Frankfort BC -Russellville, AL 220.00
Charles Glenn -Traskwood, AR 100.00
Galilee BC -Milton, FL 150.00
Newark BC -Elkton,MD 200.00
Cumberland Cove BC -Monterey,TN 50.00
Johnsontown BC -Hedgseville,WV 200.00
First Baptist BC -White City, FL 200.00
  TOTAL $ 2,420.00
  COMMITTEE OF 100
Terry Alexander -Pensacola, FL 20.00
K. Simmons -Pensacola, FL 240.00

$4,993.81
TUITION/REGISTRATION
Registration $    200.00
Tuition $ 14,580.00
TOTAL INCOME 19,773.81 $19,773.81
TOTAL AVAILABLE             $58,981.58

CHURCHES SEEKING A PASTOR

Northside Missionary Baptist Church of Ocala, Florida is
currently seeking a full-time pastor. Applicant must believe that
the Holy Bible is the inspired and infallible word of God, meet all
the qualification of 1Tim. And Titus, preach and teach only from
the King James Version, be a part of and in good fellowship with
the American Baptist Association, be in complete conviction/
agreement with the ABA Doctrinal Statement. Applicant is asked
to submit a resume that includes educational background, pre-
vious positions, and reference contact information via email to
Paul Merritt at secretarynmbc@gmail.com
Christi Merritt, Secretary

Pilgrim Baptist Church is seeking a Pastor.  The Pastor has to
be Mission minded and believe the King James Bible is the only
true and living word.  Must adhere to the churches’ doctrines,
covenant, rules and regulations.  We are a small, loving congre-
gation.  The pastor would have to be employed.  Only God called,

God fearing, mission minded, soul saving men who preach and
teach from the KJV are encourage to send resume via email to
kjones6443@bellsouth.net along with recent photo.

Victory Missionary Baptist Church is currently seeking a pas-
tor. Victory is a small congregation and is able to support a pastor
a nominal amount.; the pastor will need to seek additional em-
ployment to supplement their income.

The church request that interested confidantes fill out and re-
turn a questionnaire and Doctrinal Statement for consideration. If
you have a video and would like to include with the question-
naire, please do so.

Please submit request to:
Victory Baptist Church
2202 Cheyenne Place
Cheyenne, Wyoming 82001
Questions regarding the position maybe directed to Brother

Jim Mayberry (307)631-3971 or Brother Russ Pafford (307)635-
0925.
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PRINTING NEWS

Prinitng News: The work in the
print shop continues to progress. There
has been some used equipment pur-
chased and some of it is already in
working order. My grandson has
helped us tremendously in getting the
printers connected to the computer.
Just today, he was able to get one more
ready for use. These two units will help
to maintain a constant production and
give us more capabilities than we had
before. I am thankful for his knowl-
edge and willingness to help. There is
one more unit that is not on line. I ran
one job on it and it went down. The
part to fix it is expensive but it has been
ordered and I hope to have it on line
soon.

Sales: The sales for the printed ma-
terial are up and this is a real blessing.
It serves no purpose to print materials

and they never get out to the people.
I recently made a trip to Mexico to

attend the Mexican Ladies Annual
meeting in Reynosa.  It was a long and
quick trip. My many thanks goes to
Bro. Gene Gabrielson and his dear wife
for helping us while we were there. I
am thankful that we had no problems
on the trip nor did we have any over
the border. I was permitted to give a
report and encourage the churches in
Mexico to use our material.

Press: One of the used presses that
has been purchased has yet to be put
into production. The biggest problem
is that I simply am limited on how
much time I can spend  on getting the
new things working.  When I go to the
shop, most of the time, I am needing
to print or do other things. However, it
is there and ready to run.

Productions: This past few weeks
have been very productive. Three
books have been printed and two of
them have been completed. One is

now being bound and will be completed
in a few days.

Two of the books were written by
Christopher Cartwright and they are
entitled, “Come and See.” One is in
English and the other one is in Span-
ish.

Also, a book written by Glenn Dav-
enport on Exploring the Gospels, was
printed in Spanish.

A number of both these new Span-
ish books have been sent to Mexico
and some will soon be going to Co-
lombia.

I would thank everyone that has a
part in this great ministry. The Lord
has brought us a long way for where
we began. We started with one old
press crammed into a small room. Now
we have a beautiful large shop with
great equipment and most of all, it is
all paid for. Thank you churches and
individuals for your generosity, your
prayers and support.

May the Lord bless you all.


