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FROM THE
PRESIDENT

Dr. H. H. Strickland

  The Spring
semester has
closed. The gra-
duation services
were held at the
facilities of the
Bethel Baptist
Church of Pen-
sacola, FL, Bro.

Wayne Cooper is the pastor. The people
of the church were very helpful in
preparing and hosting the meeting.

There were twenty students that
received certificates and three that were
to be awarded degrees. You can see the
pictures on another page of WFBI News.

I would personally like to thank Bro.
Cooper and the members of Bethel
Baptist Church for all they did to make
the services a great success. There was
approximately seventy in attendance. A
tremendous meal was served following
the services. For all that was provided,
we could have fed many more than was
there. I praise the Lord for all the help

that so many gave to make this service a
success.

I would also like to thank Dr. David
Gregg, pastor of the Florence Blvd.
Baptist Church in Florence, AL, for the
great message. It was a challenge to
everyone in attendance.

The building project continues to
move very slow. We are still trying to get
an acceptable bid on the site work. Every
time we think that we are going to get
started, something happens to delay the
progress.  Offerings continue to come in
and this helps us to move closer to paying
off the land and building unit. The more
that we are able to pay on these two
things, the less money we will have to
borrow to construct the building.  We
continue to pray and work toward the
time we can see a new and beautiful
facility for the school.

I truly thank everyone that has helped
us to get this close to beginning
construction. It is hard to comprehend
how much work has to be done before
the actual building can be constructed. It
is amazing how many different people
and sections of government have to have
their cut in the matter.

By the time you read this report, the
summer session will be under way. Our
schedule will be changing a little so that
students and instructors will better have
their time divided. I am thankful for the
instructors who are willing to, not only
teach in the regular semester, but are also
willing to give of their time for the special
semester. Many of these must give more
than should be necessary simply because
we do not have a large base of qualified
people to fill the classes.

I desire to express my deepest
appreciation for all those who support this
ministry. I realize that many of the
churches are pressed to support the many
causes and they must choose those they
feel are worthy of their support. WFBI
has been engaged in a program that
reaches into areas that most of our
schools have not been able to reach. I
cannot explain why the Lord opened
these doors but He did. I am thankful to
Him for the opportunity that has been
given to us and I have seen such a
dramatic change in most of the students
that have come to class and learned the
truth of the Word of God.

AMERICAN BAPTIST ASSOCIATION
JUNE 17-19, 2019

I INVITE EVERYONE TO VISIT BOOTHS 55- 56 AND SEE OUR
DISPLAY

SPECIAL OFFER; “A STUDY OF THE GENRAL EPISTLES”
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From a
Woman’s PointWoman’s PointWoman’s PointWoman’s PointWoman’s Point

of View

Philosophy of
Religion

By: Loretta Pritchett
lorettapritchett@yahoo.com

HAPPY FATHER’S DAY!

Here it is June 2019 and all the fathers should
be getting excited as it is your big day.

The fishing rods should all be ready and the
boat all gassed up, for the planned trip for
camping ready to go. Then of course you
need to have a family cook out, and enjoy
whatever menu your children have planned.

 Then your wife will have a nice dinner
planned for the evening if all goes well.  So
buckle up and be ready for whatever happens
and enjoy your special day.

My question here is what kind of day will be
planned to share with your Heavenly Father?

At least attend church and hear a good
message about what our Heavenly Father has
done for us all during this time.

I do know that God the Father so loved the
world that He gave His only Son to die on
the cross for us so that we might have eternal
Salvation.

What a great Father He was and still is.  So as
we enjoy all the planned activities for this
Father’s Day lets not forget to say thank you
to our Heavenly Father.

HAPPY FATHER’S DAY !

It is extremely important that the discussion
regarding the matter of psychology and
religion be continued. The idea that one can
accept one theory or the other and claim that
either are right, is bogus at best.  In the
thirteenth century, Saint Thomas proposed
to delineate the domains of competence of
science and religion is such a way that a truce
could occur. Note: AThis separation
accomplished at least a truce between the
two areas, so that internecine battle need not
be waged. Thomas had noted that both
science and religion (mundane theology),
used induction and deduction. If each
discipline made no errors, they ought to come
to similar conclusions. Since revealed
theology was beyond reason, it was clear that
no conflict was possible with science in this
area either. The biblical literalism of the
sixteenth-century Protestants, however,
reasserted the possibility of a live conflict
between science and religion. With the rise
of biological evolutionary theories, which
appeared to contradict a literal reading of the
Genesis story, the Protestant reawakened a
fear of science among religious persons.@

There is a fundamental truth relative to the
matter of creation that stands as the bases of
all other truth. When one does not or will not
accept the truth regarding creation, then there
is no path to accepting or believing any other
truth. When one is wrong concerning Genesis
then they will be wrong concerning all other
scripture.

It begins with Genesis chapter one and
verse one. There are three fundamental truths

associated with the verse that when rejected
destroys all other aspects of truth.

The first aspect is found in the first
statement. AIn the beginning.@  This plainly
stipulates the time period for things which
follow. It establishes the time line for all
succeeding things and events. In other
words, before this statement, there was
nothing to even be considered. That is, before
the beginning there was nothing. When
unbelievers establish that there was nothing
in the beginning and then attempt to create
something from nothing, the whole idea falls
flat. When there is nothing, nothing can
come. It is often fascinating, more like
comically, to read or heard someone try and
establish how something came from nothing.

The second truth from verse one is the
word AGod.@  Following the time line of all
things, it establishes the mover of what will
follow. Only God can bring something from
nothing. He is the creator of all things. He
needs nothing but Himself in order to
establish anything. Therefore, in the
beginning God was and thus all things came
from God because He was all there was.

The third truth is found in the word
Acreated.@ The time line progresses to the very
event of the universe. In the beginning God
created, thus all things were created by God.
John chapter one reestablishes this very
truth. The word of God is extremely consistent
with this matter. There is no deviation from
the first statement to the last. This is why, if
one gets the first wrong, they will be wrong
on all the rest.

The evolutionists are wrong on the first
and they are wrong on all the rest. How tragic
it is that some, who claim to be Christians,
have tied their beliefs to the doctrine of
deistic-evolution. Nothing could be further
from the truth.
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  David Gonnella, Th.

WOULD YOU LIKE AN
HONORARY DOCTORATE?

First, let me tell you about honorary doctorates.  They are
not real degrees.  They afford you no standing in any educational
or professional organization.  In fact, they are not worth the
paper they are printed on, unless you count sentimental value.

Possessing an honorary doctorate is like being awarded
honorary citizenship in the United Kingdom of Britain.  You
cannot access any of the privileges of British citizenship.  In
fact, you are not a citizen of Britain.  It is nothing more than a
gesture with no authority.

Further, if you had an honorary doctorate, it would be a
breach of etiquette to use the title.  Allow me to illustrate.
Jerry Falwell received an honorary doctorate from Tennessee
Temple University.  From the time he received it, he referred
to himself as “Doctor Jerry Falwell.”  However, when he
appeared on the television program “Nightline,” Ted Koppel
would not call him “Doctor Falwell,” for he knew that Falwell’s
doctorate was honorary and therefore it was improper to use
the title.  Koppel did refer to Falwell as “the Reverend Jerry
Falwell,” because he was an ordained Baptist minister.

Henry Kissinger was called “Doctor Henry Kissinger”
because he possessed an earned doctorate.  However, while
Ronald Reagan was awarded no fewer than four honorary
doctorates, he never referred to himself as “Dr. Reagan,” nor
did anyone else who was well versed in etiquette.

So what is the purpose of the honorary doctorate?  In Bible
colleges and seminaries it was used to recognize the
achievements of an elderly minister who, while he did not have
the opportunity to pursue an advanced degree had proven himself
faithful over the course of his life.  In time, pastors who sent
large numbers or students or money to Bible colleges and
seminaries were given the honorary doctorate as a token of
appreciation.

Unfortunately, today some Bible colleges and seminaries
pass out honorary degrees like a Las Vegas dealer passing out

cards to a table full of gamblers.  The pastors who receive
them, not having any knowledge of academic propriety,
advertise themselves as “Doctor.”  This is especially a problem
in many of the “independent” Baptist fellowships.  A reading
of advertisements for Bible conferences with a number of
preachers speaking will look like a medical conference, with a
dozen or more “doctors.”  Most of them have honorary, not
earned doctorates, and they display their ignorance by using
the title.

So in case you are still interested in an honorary doctorate,
I must disappoint you.  At our seminary, we don’t offer them.

What we do offer you is the opportunity to earn a
Bachelor’s, Master’s or Doctorate in Theology, and Master’s
Degrees in Bible, Chaplaincy and Counseling.  These are real
degrees with real standing that can qualify you to pursue all of
God’s will for your life.

Allow me to appeal to my pastor-brethren.  I have a
doctorate in Theology.  Now I must admit that the doctoral
certificate looks nice on my study wall.  However, that is not
why I made it one of my goals in life to earn it.

One of these days, unless the Lord raptures me first (my
“Plan A”), I will pass from this life.  Before that, I may be
rendered unable to keep up with an active pastorate.  I knew
I might need a “Plan B.”  I want to be useful to God when I
can no longer be a pastor.

It has been my joy to help train some of the next generation
of God’s servants, passing on to them what the men who
trained me gave to me, and what the Lord has given me in
personal study.  I want to continue this work of training others
as long beyond my pastoring years I can.  The earned
doctorate qualifies me for that work.

Pastor, will you pray about extending your usefulness by
enrolling in our seminary and earning a Master’s Degree or
Doctorate?  You can attend classes full time or part time,
daytime or evening.  You can take it at your own pace.

Don’t think of retiring from the ministry.  Plan to transition
in the ministry.

Please remember the First Missionary Baptist Church of Salem,
Arkansas (ABA) as she begins the search for the pastor, which God
has prepared to lead her.  She, said good bye to her pastor, Eld. Leon
Graves, after his battle with cancer. He was her Missionary and then

Pastor  for a total of 42 years.  Salem is located in North Central
Arkansas, between Mountain Home and Hardy.  Any comments or
questions can be addressed to Jerry Crosby (Deacon), phone #870-
368-7958.
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GRADUATION 2019

Host Church Traditional Cake Students

            Opening Prayer Presidents Address Special Music

Guest Speaker Master of Bible Master of Theology
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Philippine Mission Development
Wayne Stringer, Director

We had another good month in April, several new churches joined
in regular support.  Thank God for these who have caught our vision
and joined with us and all the other individuals and churches in this
great Ministry.

By the time you receive this report, with God’s Blessings,  we
should be in the Philippines.  I am excited about this trip, Terry
Parsons and Zack Stringer will be traveling with me.  Our flight departs
May 13, and returns   May 28; during this time project #12, the
Building at Malang Missionary Baptist Church, Pampanga will be
dedicated.  It will also be our privilege  to attend, be a part of the
ground breaking and  beginning of construction for project #13.  In
addition to visiting several different sights, and some of the former
projects, we will also be talking with the pastor of the church desiring
to be project  #14.

While there,  we will have the privilege of attending and speaking
at the First Annual National Wide Men’s Fellowship in Baguio City.
Organizers are expecting a large number of men from all parts of the
Philippines to be present for this four day affair.  Baguio City is a
very beautiful, modern mountainous city on the Island of Luzon and
I am looking forward to visiting there again.

For the month we received $ 4,886.50 for Project #13, this gives us
a balance of $31,154.31; leaving us  needing just over $10,000. for the
projected amount.  This church, like #12, is assuming responsibility
for all  expenses other than material, PMD is responsible only for the
materials.  The office of PMD also received $547.00 for the Philippine
travel fund;  $1,887.53 toward salary and $837.00 love offerings.  We
are so thankful for all who join with us and White Rock MBC in the
support of this Ministry.  You are what make PMD work.

Please pray for our safe travel and that God’s will be done in all we
do.

World-Wide Literature and Supplies
Joel Meredith, Director

 Personal Report
My wife is doing so much better. Being off chemo has enabled her

to be more active and enjoy simple things. We were able to take
some time off in late March and early April. She even went fishing
with me. First time in a several years. That may not seem important to
some, but to us that was a big deal. We both would suggest that you
take the time to enjoy the simple things of life and not take your time
for granted. God is so wonderful. She will go back to see her
oncologist in June. That is in His hands. Thank you for your prayers
and please continue.
Warehouse News

The shipment to Negros, Philippines will be shipped in June. We
have been asked to collect school supplies, marker boards, pianos,
sound equipment, guitars, pulpits and song books. If you have any
of these items you would like to donate, please let us know. Brother
Graham Patterson will deliver some pianos and other church supplies
in the next few weeks. We hope to have everything collected and
ready to ship by the first of June.

Brother Ernie Hopper reports that he has received his container.
There were hundreds of books and many cases of Swahili/English
New Testaments that he immediately began to distribute. He is so
thankful to all who helped make this shipment come together. He has
asked if we would help him with the shipping of a crate of medical
supplies to South Sudan in the future. Our response was certainly
we will. Pray for him as he labors.

 Please note that we need help with the salary fund for Joel
Campbell. We have received word of a couple of new churches have
picked him up for support and we are so grateful. Both Salary Funds
are slightly in the red but we trust the Lord will provide.

 Promotions Director:  Bogard Press

The Baptist Sunday School Committee (Bogard Press) is searching
for a Promotions Director.   The Promotions Director is responsible for
the promotions and marketing of Bogard Press products and services
for the Baptist Sunday School Committee (BSSC).  He oversees the
Promotions and Sales Order Departments, coordinating and leading
interactions with churches and customers the BSSC  erves.  The
Promotions Director reports directly to the Business Manager and
works closely with the Editor-in-Chief to develop and implement mar-
keting  strategies, goals, and plans for the promotion of Bogard Press
products and services.  The  Promotions Director should be affiliated

with a church of the American Baptist Association.
Interpersonal skills and leadership are necessary to work with the

leadership of the BSSC,  employees, and churches to define vision
and goals and to work to meet agreed-upon goals and  plans.  The
position will require some travel to promote the products and ser-
vices of Bogard Press.  Candidates with experience or degrees in
marketing and/or information technology are  preferred, but not nec-
essary.  Please send resume to dean.grigsby@bogardstore.org.  If
you have  questions regarding this position, please call Dean Grigsby
at (903) 278-6465.
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MISSION NEWS AND VIEWS

FOREIGN
MISSIONS

Bryan Sellers

S e c r e t a r y /
T r e a s u r e r
Missions

SELLERS REPORT

Beginning Balance $1,566,507.99
RECEIPTS:

Interstate Salaries $55,102.43
Foreign & National Salaries    $49,579.04
Designated $31,110.78
Undesignated  $18,371.92

TOTAL RECEIPTS $154,164.92
BALANCE FOR SALARY/EXPENSE

 $1,720,672.18
DISBURSEMENTS

Interstate Salaries $63,224.80
Foreign Salaries $22,690.60
National Salaries  $26,339.20
Designated $31,110.78

Salaries & Expenses of Sec-Treas. Office
Office Salaries $11.902.58
General Office       $972.79
Automobile Expense $768.67
Sec/Treas. Expense $71.80

Total Office $13,715.84

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS  $157,081.22
BALANCE CARRIED FORWARD

$1,563,590.94
Deficit for May ($2,917.05)

The month of May was a busy one with
gathering all the necessary materials in
preparation for the Standing Missionary
Committee Meeting held in Texarkana. The
meeting was well attended with pastors and
missionaries as we discussed and heard
reports from the 155 recommended
missionaries. Please be in prayer as we
convene in Knoxville, TN in just a few short
weeks to discuss this very important
business of our recommended missionaries.

For May, the missionaries reported 957
professions of faith and 55 baptisms. Since
June of last year, the missionaries have
reported 16,564 salvations and 1,858
baptisms. The 2018-2019 Associational year
has been a great year both financially and
spiritually. We praise the Lord from whom all
blessing flow.

I also ask that you be in much prayer as
the Messengers will be electing a new
Secretary-Treasurer of Missions in June. This
position will require a man who has a burden
for missions and missionaries and will be able
to work closely with the churches of the
American Baptist Association. Much of his
time will be spent on the road visiting our
churches and preaching and reporting on the
mission efforts of our associated work. Once
again, please pray that God’s man would be
elected to serve in this position.

I want to thank the Lord and His churches
for allowing me the privilege to serve as your
Secretary-Treasurer these past seven years.
Every place we have visited, every friendship
that has been made and every mile traveled
will serve as precious memories for me and
my family. Thank you for all your words of
encouragement over the years and showering
us with your love and prayers. Please extend
theses same blessing to the next Secretary-
Treasurer and his family.

LAMB Ministries
Jim Gage,
Missionary

January2019:
I am now in my 53rd
year as a mission-
ary. So, teaching
and sharing with

future missionaries some of my life’s experi-
ences at the Westwood School of Missions
was indeed a highlight in my life. If you are
considering and believe that God has called
you into missionary service, let me encour-
age you to attend the Westwood School of
Missions.

February 14, 2019: Disappointment or
success are the results of battles fought and
are either won or lost.When we arrived, we
found the gates broken down due to thieves
recently breaking in. Disappointed but not
defeated. We fixed the gates securing the
properties. The thieves took a lot of things.
We put things in God’s hands and keep mov-
ing forward.

March 2019: The Holy Land Adventure
with Drs. Bobby Sparks and Danny Jones
was one of the highlights of a lifetime.
Although there were some physical
difficulties, it was indeed a dream come true.
I want to thank everyone who helped
Carmenza and me, without which, it would
have been very challenging.

Throughout the years, I have been
instrumental in either helping or establishing
over 30 churches in California, Costa Rica,
Colombia, Ecuador, Bolivia, Venezuela, and
Peru.

The need to properly disciple and to
biblically indoctrinate the people we are
reaching for Christ, systematically educating
our church leaders and ministers, as well as
providing biblical based educational
materials, has been an ongoing active part of
my ministry.

Lamb needs to establish a working office
address. There was enough to purchase this
lot, located in Villavicencio’s neighboring
community, Pompeya. We have yet to receive
another $6,500 from the sale of the former
site in Ibague. We are in the process of
acquiring a building permit, and plans are
being drawn up for a two-story building, with
the office and a small apartment on the first
floor, and an auditorium on the second floor.
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Monterrey Missionary Baptist Mission
Carlos Julio Mendoza, Missionary

“Mother’s Day” which we celebrated on
May 12 with a meal after the services. We
were blessed to have a very young new family
who visited us for the first time. They said
they enjoyed the services and promised to
return.

 We are happy to announce that after 7
years of witnessing to the radio station
operator, he came to know Christ as his Savior.
He has been a great help to us and the radio
ministry work here in Monterrey.  We are
praying that God will use his talents and
connections at the radio station to further
our efforts in the radio ministry.  We will be
preaching about what the Bible teaches about
family and the church.  About 80% of people
in Monterrey live together in a “Common
Law” marriage.  They avoid marriage because
the Catholic Church will not grant a divorce.
Please pray that the people will turn from their
wicked ways and toward God.  2 Chron. 7:14.
All Glory to God and special blessings to the
men and women of CMBC who support the
radio program.

Thank you so much for your prayers and
faithful support for the mission work.  May
God bless Dr. H.H. Strickland and, for all
you do in God’s mission work.
 May 2019 AVERAGE ATTENDANCE IN
MONTERREY, COLOMBIA S.A.
Sunday School 40
Worship service A.M. 51
Evening Service 35
Mid-Week Service 29
First-time visitors               3
BAPTISMS
Candidates for baptism
Professions of faith 1
Visits Made 80
Soul Talks                 115
Sermons Preached 28
Lessons Taught 12
Tracts handed out 130

Colombian Missions
Gilberto Pinzón, Missionary
PENIEL BAPTIST MISSION: Thank God for
His many blessings. We continue having
good services and new first-time visitors
almost in every service.

We honored the mothers of our church,

prayed for them, and their families, several
stayed at home because they are sick and
others are traveling. Thanks to sister Blanca
Calderón for bringing a delicious cake for
them. Thank God for my mother who is in
heaven, for my wife, my sisters and all the
Godly mothers.

Lord willing we will celebrate the family day
next June the 23rd.

I am having heart issues. A specialist team,
are going to study the way to reduce the
space between the two heart cameras because
they are a little bit separated and it can produce
clots. Seems that they are going to do that
placing a little “umbrella” through a probe.

I am hospitalized since Last Sunday, May
the 26th. The cardiologist, homodynamic
team, will check the Holter test results on
Tuesday, to know what to do. Thanks for your
prayers, and please continue to pray. God
bless every one of you. AMÉN.

My son David is doing well at the TBI.
Please pray and help to support his college
studies.

Tithes and offerings were over $2,300.000
(USD $770.00). The Mission is giving $50.00
to the missionary, $35.00 to Santa Marta BM,
$25 to Bosa BM and $15.00 to the ABA.
Average Attend S. School 33
Morning Worship 37
Evening Worship 14
Midweek Service 12
Professions of Faith 0
Candidates for baptism 2
Lessons Taught 16
Sermons Preached 13

Romanian Missions
Joshua Mackrill, Missionary

As mentioned in previous newsletters, the
Humanitarian work has taken on specific
focus this year. We focus on helping brothers
and sisters within the church first, and then
looking in the community to whom we may
help. This focus is to point people to Jesus
and His local church in Feldioara! This past
month we were able to help Sister Margareta
She accepted Jesus as her Savior just a few
years ago and has been attending regularly
at the church in Feldioara. She is such a sweet
spirit and filled with so much love and
gentleness! Recently, her health has taken a
bad turn. Margareta has lived with a brain
tumor for a while now. However, it has been

causing her problems more recently.
Margareta was told by doctors to go to
Bucharest for special tests. However, being
on a fixed income she was unable to afford
this trip and the hospital stay. Through your
generosity in giving to the Humanitarian
ministry, we were able to help with her travel
expenses and other costs associated. We are
pleased to report that Margareta is doing
much better now. The tests came back
inconclusive and she has also been dealing
with knee pain but none of that stops her
from coming to church with a smile on her
face and love for Jesus and the blessings
that he has given her on her heart! Please
continue to pray for this precious sister in
Christ!
Personal Updates

”She can come at anytime.” That’s the last
update we got from our doctor. Amy is 37
weeks along and we are ready for our little
blessing from God to be born! So far, all tests,
reports, and doctor appointments have come
back with good news. Amy is healthy, Vivian
is healthy, and we are so excited! This month,
Amy’s parents, Bro. Jerry and Sis. Kim
Chandler will be with us here to visit and
enjoy getting to see their newest
granddaughter! Please continue to pray for
Amy and Vivian. Pray for continued good
health, easy birth, and no complications.

Missions: SE AISA
Rusty Teer, Missionary

The new school year means a new
schedule and changes. We have been at MT
school for 7 years, but they have been
wanting a full-time native English speaking
teacher and hired one. We will miss the school,
but our schedule was already full.

We still believe there is an opportunity
there for a full-time teacher, and we also have
several other places looking as well. This is a
great opportunity for believers to get into
the community and show the students,
teachers, and their families what real love
looks like with skin on. After the first semester
with a paid teacher I am usually contacted
and asked if I know of someone with a “good
heart like you that will come love our
students.” Please keep praying for His
laborers to willingly enter the harvest.

Jesus came like a “missionary” to earth to
show being with us is important. Let’s be His
hands and feet everywhere!

Mr. Jim has been wanting to bring his family
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back to our house, and his oldest daughter
needed some English help on a geology
presentation to the largest oil company here.
It was good to work with her for a few hours
and build ties with this family.

We love them and want to spend more time
sharing His truth with them. Our Father is
answering your prayers or they wouldn’t
spend time with us. They know very well
who we are and it does not deter the
relationship.

That is an answer to prayer! We couldn’t
do all we do to walk alongside the people
here to do our part to help them find the
Truth without your faithful support, prayers
and encouragement. Thanks!

South Pacific Missions
Walt Emery, Missionary

Prison Ministry: Twice a month early on
Sunday mornings we hold a service at the
prison house. One of the members of
Farumaury M.B.C. is a prison guard. There
are murderers, rapists, thieves and common
criminals in this church service but during
the service there are a couple of men that
give a testimony and sing a song. Usually
there are about 13 present. I get to preach
the gospel to them. Pray that the message of
Jesus Christ will penetrate hearts. I believe
the Spirit of God is present.

Chinese Tracts: I have come to know one
of the Chinese ladies that owns a shop not
far from where we live. She is a Christian and
speaks good English. I asked her if she had
some Chinese tracts that I could have. (There
are a lot of Chinese people here) A week later
she gave me some tracts. She also had her
pastor translate a tract that I wrote into
Chinese. The Chinese people seem a little
more resistant to the gospel.

Eate Association of M.B. ChurchesThere
has been a lot of talk about forming an
association here on the island of Efate. The
first church here was established in 1985.
There are two other churches that have
expressed some interest in associational
work. One of the churches has offered to
host the first meeting. Ironically, I have asked
some people from one of the churches if they
have ever met some members of the other
churches and the answer was no. We really
need to have an association here. Please pray
for that.

Maggie Returns From The U.S. : As you
may know Maggie went back to the US on
an emergency trip. She returned on the 13th
of April safe and sound. (Thank you for your
prayers and support for her) Along with her,
our two daughters came for a month’s visit.
At the time of this writing that time is coming
to a close. They will return back on May
11th. I pray this trip for them was a life-
changing event. Both of them say they want
to come back.

More Bibles and Books of John &
Romans: First I want to thank the churches
that have sent us Bibles and books of John
and Romans. They are very well received by
the nee-Vans. I have been so busy handing
them out I realized I am running short. If your
church would like to send us more books of
John and Romans we would deeply
appreciate it. I know of one church that is
sending us a box or two of Bibles. It is such
a blessing to hand someone a book and share
with them precious gospel of Jesus Christ.
One of my hopes in coming here was being
able to share Jesus with someone who’s
never heard. That has happened, thank you
Jesus!

Japanese Missions
Shin Kamoda, Missionary

A P R I L S T A R T E D WI T H S EMI N A
R Y OP E N I N G D A Y: We went to our
Seminary’s 1st day of new school year on 1
April. Pastor Jonathon Smith preached on
the Lord being our Banner. We were re-
minded to keep lifting up Jesus because the
lost world needs to see Him and God is to be
glorified. 3 students are enrolled and 1 stu-
dent is observing classes. I teach NT Greek
and O.T. this year. Pray for more men to sur-
render to preach the Gospel.

T H E N EW EMP E ROR E N T H RON
EME N T B R I N G S:A C H A L L E N G E TO
C H R I S T I A N S I N J A P A N: A day after
his father Akihito abdicated the imperial
throne of Japan (30 April), the new emperor,
Naruhito officially succeeded (1 May). He
received the sacred imperial regalia - the
sword, jewels and seals - that represent his
rightful succession to the monarchy.

The former emperor emphasized a message
of peace and the new emperor is likely to
continue to stress pacifism and war
remembrance. I think this is a positive part

of this succession. However, there is
negative one from Christian’s view point. The
Imperial Household Law governs the
enthronement ceremony. It is conducted
according to Shinto ritual. Shinto priests
perform rituals. Ceremonies deriving from
Shinto rekindle ideas about the relevance of
Shinto to all Japanese. This polytheistic
religion is deeply rooted in the minds of
Japanese people. Christians need to pray
that the Lord Jesus opens the eyes of
spiritually blinded ones to see that “there is
one God, and one mediator between God and
men, the man Christ Jesus”. (1Timothy 2:5)
Would you join us to pray for salvation of
the lost in Japan?

E A S T E R C E L E B R A T E D:  Children
learned Jesus’ resurrection and enjoyed egg
hunting. We witnessed and gave people
hope in Christ. After worship, we enjoyed
fellowship lunch. There is another group of
people worshiping in the evening worship
service. A testimony and a testimony in song
were presented. The message was centered
on the resurrection of Jesus and His saints.
Many Japanese people have hard time to
believe in the resurrection. They must first
believe in the almighty God to believe in the
resurrection.

Spain
Daniel Estrada, Missionary

In Spain, Mother’s day is a week earlier
than in the USA. Oseas and Emmely sang a
special song to Eloisa.

Barcelona trip…  God allowed us to visit
this church in Barcelona. It was a great time
of teaching and preaching, but a blessing to
see how God is working and adding people
in this won-derful church. We talked about
the End Times and the book of Revelation,
what a study in 2 days.

Alhaurin de la Torre work…We had a
good fellowship. It was a blessing to have
some ladies and children come in.

Eloisa and I had the opportunity to help at
an ONG that helps children from Occidental
Sahara, located south of Morocco in NW
Afri-ca. It was a great way to meet new
Spanish people and help the children. God
is amazing in opening doors for us to share
Christ.

We continue to have some ladies that
come from time to time. They are not regular,
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but we are praying for them.
We thank God that Antonio and Victoria

visited last Sunday. It is hard to get people to
church, but even harder to get Spanish
people to hear the Gospel.

We thank God for children that are coming
to church, there were five that came in one
Sun-day... Eloisa was very happy, she loves
her class and the children. Their names are:
Nao-mi, Naisan, Gisela, Little Antonio and
Jose.

We thank God for the opportunity to share
the Gospel to Oseas’s friends too. Last
month, they came to our home to spend time
with Oseas…. What a great way to show them
the love of Jesus. It was amazing to see one
of them ask blessing over the food. God is
moving in so many ways, please contin-ue
praying for them. Oseas and Emmely are
giving an outstanding testimony among their
friends and classmates, this is opening doors
to have young people in our church in the
near future.

We thank God for this brother, Jose
Hernandez, he is Spanish. He is very faithful
and growing in the Lord. Please pray for him.
He has a zeal for lost souls and he is very
faithful to God.

THE WORK IN SWEDEN…We continue
teaching Bible lessons via Skype to these
two families in Sweden. Pray for them, Marco
and Marcus & Tessy. Both families are very
much in need of your daily prayers.

Tanzania
Livingstone Lambert, Missionary

Power Missionary Baptist Church and
School: The work in Tanzania continues to
grow, and we are excited to welcome new
Church members at our home church. The
door to the kindom of God is always open for
those who seek Him, and we acknowledge
our task of showing His love to others.
Recently, we received FOUR new members
through baptism.

The school continues to grow, and our kids
learn more and more each day. Our community
is very happy and see the blessing these kids
receive, and it has changed the perspectives
of so many people who, plainly are baffled
by the love shown to their kids, not only in
Tanzania, but across the ocean from another
nation. We are grateful for many that are
supporting our kids. This is a good example

of God’s love to His childen As Jesus showed
us love by dying on the Cross, you are
showing us love by supporting, praying, and
being with us along this path of eternal life –
for this we are grateful.

Our Adopt a Child School Program $45 a
month helps a Tanzanian child attend our
school!! You can help!!

The construction at the School for the
school kitchen and hall are doing so great.
This is a blessing to us. The hall estimation
had a SHORTAGE due to the increase in cost
for the materials We are waiting now to finish.
This is a very important project as it helps us
become more and more a school parents want
their children to attend. We have the freedom
to teach the Bible to our kids and can see the
difference it is making in our kids lives.

As I have mentioned to you in the past,
the school is working on its registration (all
schools, even private church schools must
be registered with the government in
Tanzania), and the completion of the kitchen
and hall will bring us another step closer to
the registration.

Mandera Missionary and Landmark-
Kilemera:  Both mission points are doing
great. We recently completed the expansion
of the building at Mandera. This was such a
blessing. This month Bro. Jackson baptized
EIGHT new members. Bro Clarence in
Kilemera baptized THREE. Both men are
working very hard for the Lord.

On a sad note, this is, Hassan and Theresa
Lambert. Theresa has been my father’s wife
since my mother died when I was very young.
She has been on a ventilator for a month due
to pneumonia. Please pray for Theresa
Lambert.

Thailand
David Meek, Missionary

The Rosendals & The Heart to Heart
Foundation have truly been a blessing in
allowing me to live in Thailand as a
Missionary. I am sincerely grateful for all that
they have done for me, & the patience that
they have shown me during this still evolving
relocation to Isaan. One of the absolute
requirements to work in/with the Foundation,
is to teach English. I am required to teach 8-
10 hours; at the least, per week. With that
teaching, I also must provide photographic
proof thereof as well. It is a necessity to do

so on a yearly basis, in order to be able to
receive the next year’s Visa renewal. I’m not
sure that everyone knows about these
requirements; thus, I felt the need to share
them @ this time. I’ve had the opportunity to
teach English in another Province since the
first of April; I’ll return to Ubon at the end of
May, or the first of June. I’m grateful; for I
was concerned about meeting this year’s
requirements in order to continue to live here.

In March I went to the local Government
Office to pay my garbage collection bill. After
the receptionist told me to go to the usual
desk, I noticed one of the ladies talking to a
gentleman working in a back corner. I
overheard her tell him my name, & I think
why I was there, & if he might want to assist
me. I could tell he was very unwilling to do
so. I asked him in Thai, “You don’t want to
talk to a farang; right?”. The entire office;
most of which were ladies, erupted in laughter.
I then told him that I understood how he felt.
He seemed very shy & didn’t say anything.
After I paid my 3 month bill in advance, I told
him to please excuse me if I came across as
rude; that I didn’t intend to. I told him that I
like to kid around at times, in order to get to
know people & make friends. He smiled really
big & the ladies then began asking me several
questions. I had the opportunity to let them
know that I teach English & there is a Church
with opportunities to study the Bible. It was
a great contact & a lot of fun too! Please
keep these people in Lao Sua Gok in prayer;
that the Lord will work to draw them to
Himself. The same day, I had the opportunity
to talk with the lady that cuts my hair, & invite
her & her family also; the Lord is so good!

I told the owner of the school that I couldn’t
work full time because I am planting a Church
in the area, so with all that said, I believe the
Lord is opening up doors for me in the
community to get to know people; a very
important part of the Thai society & culture,
an extremely important part. It is a slow
process. Relationships are paramount here.

Keyna
Chuck Fernandez, Missionary

We required five star accommodations
(pup tents) as we camp out in these remote
interior regions.   Feel free to accompany us
next time as we vacation in luxury!  Seriously,
there is no better to way to do ministry and
connect with the people God has called us to
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reach. Sleeping in these villages demonstrates
great love and commitment for them,  the
Lord’s work, and builds relationships in a way
that simply cannot be done from afar.    You’ll
know the home and heart of the people when
you wake up to the roosters crowing, the
goats and cows moving and watching their
family get up and get moving for a new day.
Eating what they eat and sleeping in their
compounds brings our relationships to
another level.    When we say, “tuko pamoja”
which means “we are together” in Swahili,
we mean tuko pamoja.

I’m not sure of the total count our National
Pastors Led to Christ but I know there were
many that day near a new well which the gov-
ernment has recently drilled.   We praise the
Lord for every new convert but the well is
truly a blessing to this village which is the
site of our first Pokot Church plant.   During
our early years of working in this village the
Chief, the Elders and the members of the
Church would regularly ask me to drill a well.
Terry and I really struggled with this as we
knew it would be a blessing but we also knew
they have survived by retrieving water from
a not so nearby river for possibly hundreds
of years.   We always believed that our main
focus should be and needed to be evange-
lism, discipleship and Church planting.  We
wish we did not have financial constraints
but that is also the reality of being a Baptist
Missionary.  So needless to say we believe if
we concentrate on the eternal things, God
would take care of the physical things which
he did by providing a new solar powered well
and a huge new silver storage tank which
towers over the village some fifty feet, (the
only one around for miles).    Matthew 6:32 &
33 really came to life in the Kerio Valley and
while they know they government brought
the well and water tower, they give God all
the praise and all the glory.   Mat 6:32

In addition to village evangelism, we held
seminars at multiple locations to build up and
encourage our Pokot brethren.  Bro. Maynard
taught on the life of Christ,  Dr. Myers taught
from the book of Acts and I taught on know-
ing and identifying false Prophets.

Bolivia Missions
Darrell Roberton, Missionary

Greetings from Bolivia. God is doing a great
work here. We have baptized seven this year,

Lighthouse Ministries
Toby Cribbs Sr., Director

My wife and attended the Piedmont
Missionary Baptist Association at Glendale
BC, Mauldin ,SC. I gave an update of the
Ministry. I had the honor to preach at Liberty
BC, Hinesville GA. and Central BC Jackson,
GA.

MACEDONIA CALL STILL IN NEED
We are in need of a missionary or

missionaries to come and help in this ministry.
If you are interested you have to believe that
the King James is the preserved word of God
and to adhere to ABA Doctrines. You can
call 423-496-7116 or 423-548-0078. Email
tobycribbs@yahoo.com.

started a work in the jungle of Chapari and
will be going deeper into the jungle to teach
Bible to a new group. We had an adventure
to Chapari where there were 50 in attendance.
We preached to many first time visitors. We
baptized three and we grilled piranha, it was
a great day.

The new group that requested that we in-
struct in bible doctrines is remotely located
from our location in Cochabamba. It will take
eight hours by road, 2 to 3 hours by train and
2 hours by boat. Pray for this endeavor, that
if it’s the Lords will that he would send a man
to go full time.

I will only be able to go for a short time
every few months.

Iglesia Bautista Misionara Landmark in
Cochabamba has baptized 3 teenagers and
one young university student as additions
to the youth. The youth is the fastest grow-
ing part of the church-praise the Lord. I have
asked three of the most faithful and fastest
growing ones to start a youth group and fo-
cus on outreach. These three are out going
and bringing in many visitors, God is using
them.

Six of the latest baptized, 3 from the city
and 3 from the jungle.

We mailed out 1185 gospel tracts and 474
gospel booklets in our Studies.

 We are currently sending Studies into
about 286 Jails and Prisons.

TWO NEW PRISON
Ramsey Unit I, Rosharon TX.
FCI Big Springs, Big Springs, TX.

Polk County Jail, Benton, TN.-The men
are excited about studying the book of
Romans.

Fannin County Jail—Blue Ridge GA  Still
teaching on New Testament Commandments.
We have ten more studies on the
Commandments.

Walker State Prison, Rock Springs, GA—
This month we taught on God’s Will For The
Saved. and the Resurrection.

Long State Prison, Ludowici, GA.—We had
again (35) men out for the service. We had
some new men out for the service. The
message was God’s Will For The Saved.

Thanks to our Sponsoring Church Hillside
BC, Knoxville, TN. for the Offering to
purchase,  The Practical Bible Dictionary and
Concordance.

For those that do not know it my wife is
approved to go into any Georgia State Prison.
She is working full time with me in the
ministry. She works full time in the office and
probably does more than I do. She grades
studies, marks  the inmates cards, pulls the
new studies  and address the envelopes.
We pick up 20 cases of English  Bibles (400)
and (240 Spanish Bibles from MT Pisgah
Baptist  Church (Printing Ministry),Oliver
Springs, TN .We also drove to Clarksville Ga,
and pick up 15 boxes of Brother D. Dills
booklets.

This  June 30 thirtieth will be our  57th

wedding anniversary.

Clovis Landmark MBC
Danny Kennedy, Missionary

God is good! He continues to shower the
mission with blessings. We were blessed this
month with 15 first time visitors. Also, as I
look back over the past few months, God has
blessed with nine additions to His church.
We continue to knock doors in faith that God
will bless the faithfulness to share His love
and the gospel of Christ with our city. As I
write this newsletter, I am praying for the next



West Florida Baptist News May/June 2019

11

wave of visitors. Almost all those that have
been visiting on a regular basis have joined
the mission. I can remember when we were
praying about breaking 20 for worship and
now we are averaging 27 in morning worship
with a high attendance of 33 on Easter. It’s
funny we had more visitors the Sunday after
Easter than we did on Easter. To God be the
glory!

We had a wonderful service in the park the
Saturday before Easter and were privileged
to be able to preach the gospel twice to up-
wards of 150 people. We had some gospel
music, hot dogs off the grill, and egg hunt for
the children and passed out our church tracts
to all that came to the vent. It was a great day
of serving and sharing with our community.

The following day on Easter Sunday, we
had our highest attendance yet with 33 in
attendance for worship. Better than that, we
were blessed to baptize three new members.
We were also blessed this month to have
Isaac and Patty to join with us by statement
from another Baptist Church in town. We
praise the Lord for every opportunity, bless-
ing and addition this month. We know that
all blessings come from above!

Mision Bautista Emanuel
Gabriel Sanchez, Missionary

God, in different ways is always showing
us that He is present and that the work is His.
Brother Pablo Mejia owns a bulldozer and
offered to level our land for free. He has been
sick and unable to work since November of
last year. This is his first job since then. He
told me: “Pastor, I told God that I wanted my
first job to be for Him, therefore, you do not
have to pay single penny to me or to my
worker, this are my first fruits to God”. To
God be the glory.

When the church at Antioch was busy
ministering to the Lord the Holy Spirit told
them “Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the
work whereunto I have called them” (Acts
13:2). Considering this passage, we at
Emanuel received the month of March
ministering to the Lord. After a time of prayer
and meditation I decided to continue
preparing our young preachers by allowing
them to present the Word every other Sunday
evening. In the calendar were included: Jose
Cantu, Felix Lopez, Felipe Diaz and Marco
Salazar. Brother Cantu was the only one to

present the preach during this month and as
expected he “rightly divided the Word of
Truth” (2 Timothy 2:15). Brother Kevin
Hernandez and his wife Cynthia launched the
ministry they have called “Soccer School”.
We have a total of 29 kids registered (but
only 23 showed up), the majority from the
members of Emanuel, some from the Betel
mission where brother Michael is the
missionary. I am amazed of what the Lord can
do with someone that puts his or her life in
HIS hands. Through the preparation of this
ministry Kevin and Cynthia have learned to
depend on the Lord and as a result they have
grown so much in their faith and service at
Emanuel. Because of this I have started
allowing Kevin to take part in our worship
programs. There is no more difficult thing to
bear than when there is split in the church.
This undesired event exhausts the pastor.
And it can take years for both the church
and the pastor to cross this valley. One of
the things I am still dealing with as a
missionary pastor is the “economic effect”
that a split left us. Last year we lost some
families, and this somehow put us in an
economic distress. This is very difficult
especially when you are praying and planning
the construction of your own building. The
entire fiscal year of 2018 we struggled to
cover all our financial responsibilities, some
months we were forced to borrow from the
small amount we had saved for our
construction project in order to cover all our
bills. The situation has not changed this first
quarter of 2019. We have not been able to
make our loan payments for the past seven
or eight months, the person that have
financed our land loan is a believer and has
been willing to wait for us (I do not know for
how long). Please pray for us in this
situation. I have already spoken with my
sponsoring Pastor and asked him to please
request that the Texas Mission Development
provide their quarterly offering to us so we
can catch up with our loan payments.

Antioch MBC
Dexter, Maine
Geroge Dever, Pastor
First off, my deepest apologies for such a
late letter. I truly thought I had written one in
February and that I was not that far behind.
Well I found out differently from my wife/
secretary.

My last letter was in January. The last of
January into mid February, I visited
Southside MBC, Smithville, MO - Bro Jack
Slay; Northern Heights, Kansas City, MO -
Bro. Ryan Miller; Creekmont BC, LaPorte, TX,
Bro Danny Mendosa; Concord MBC, Omaha,
TX, Bro Nolan Richey and attended the Faith
Promise Conference at my sponsoring
church, Nevill’s Chapel MBC, Mt. Pleasant,
TX - Bro Glenn Griffith. I thank all of the
churches for the opportunity to present the
work in Dexter, Maine, the fellowship and the
financial support given. I was truly blessed
and honored.

Update on my father, he will have his stent
replaced on the 26th. He is doing better than
he was in December and January. He is sure
surprising us with his gumption to keep on
keeping on.

Our youth group - F.U.E.L. - Faith Used In
Everyday Life - held their 4th Annual Valentine
Dinner for the couples at church. It is a very
nice and they do a wonderful job.

We are winding down to the last 5 weeks
of AWANA for this year. We have on average
21 kids from 3 yrs through 6th grade. We will
have two T&T girls graduate up to the FUEL
group and they are looking forward to it.

E.D.G.E. - Encouraging Disciples to Go
Everywhere - is our 18 to 30 yr old group. We
meet on Tuesday evenings at 6. We helped
out at the food cupboard a few weeks back
with carrying out the food boxes to the
recipients vehicles. While there we handed
out flyers offering help with odd jobs, chores,
shopping etc. This has produced two part
time jobs for two of the young ladies. It has
also brought a new visitor to church and she
is asking about membership. Please pray for
this outreach as we try to help others in the
community.

We are gearing up for VBS in August. We
plan early as we create 95% of the scenery
and such, to defer cost. VBS is one of the
greatest outreaches we do. Through VBS we
have had salvations and families join the
church. From this also the neighborhood kids
have continued coming for Sunday School
and AWANA. We want to be a blessing to
the Lord and the community of Dexter.
We want to THANK everyone who has
helped us financially this winter with the cost
of the new heater and the fuel. It has been a
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hard, cold and long winter. (As I am writing
this letter, I have my pellet stove on to warm
the house. People it is April 15th and I am still
burning pellets. UGH!)

We could not have accomplished paying
the new heater off as fast as we did without
all the support. Still working on the fuel bill,
but the company we use is local, family
owned and they have been very generous
with us making payments. God has truly
blessed us.

Colds and flu have made the rounds
through all the church families. It has even
come upon myself and does not want to let
go. I have been fighting it since February.
Pray that we all can get better soon.

We serve a Risen Saviour and this Sunday
is Easter. We will be having a church wide
dinner after morning service.

Benchmark Baptist Fellowship
Alan Schoeff, Missionary

If March slowed down a little, it was because
God was giving us rest for April. We had a
busy and blessed month! Each month we visit
the Bowling Green Rehab facility, a nursing
home, and we hold services for the residents.
Since we were there before Easter, our visit
on the 6th was a special celebration of the
Resurrection. You might say we had two
Easter services. Nearly half of our family
participated with singing both the old
traditional songs we all love and some of the
new ones too! The residents loved it and
joined in with the singing. And then, I had
the honor of preaching the gospel for them!

The following weekend, found us on a
journey to Stonebridge Baptist Church in
Morgantown, WV. I would like to give a shout
out to her pastor, Bro. Jason Sheffstall, for
doing an excellent job of hosting the annual
Mid-Atlantic Baptist Assoc. Mtg. Jason and
the Stonebridge crew made us all feel
welcomed and blessed in our time of
fellowship. But, the best part for me
was that we had a total of EIGHT
people go to the meeting. That’s a
record for me and I am pretty sure we
had more people there than anyone
aside from the host church. I’m really
trying to teach our folks the importance
of being part of a great association
that loves, supports, and promotes

mission work for Jesus! Be in prayer for
the Stonebridge family as they look for
a new meeting location.

And then of course we had our Door To
Door visitation. We have completely
canvased two neigh-bor hoods immediately
adjacent to us, so this time we expanded to a
community about a mile down the road. The
Lee Hill community is a more affluent area
with fine homes and well manicured lawns.
And, about 95% of the homes were
“protected” with either Ring or Nest door
bells. We found that Satan used those as a
means to hinder our efforts as people who
clearly were at home, simply chose not to
answer the door. In all of the visits we made,
sadly the only “rough” reception was from
an al-leged Christian who “already have” a
Church and whose front lawn and door were
gayly decorated with Easter décor. We live in
a world that is full of lost who are locked
behind closed doors, security cameras, and
Easter Bunnies.

Bloomington Missions
Scott Bourland, Missionary

It was our joy to see Dan follow the Lord
in baptism. Since his salvation he has been
growing by leaps and bounds and his
baptism is just another example of his
obedience.

Also Jensen followed the Lord in baptism.
He is just another wonderful example of how
our children come to the Lord one by one as
they are able to understand the gospel
message.

 There was a good crowd the day of the
baptisms with several visitors. We have only
met three times in the new building, but we
have had new visitors each Sunday and some
return visitors already. We believe this will
continue to be true and that our ability to
retain visitors will improve due to the facility.
Debt free is our Desire

Our goal from the very beginning has been
to be debt free. We all know how much this
advances a works ability to stand on its own
two feet.

The debt is currently about $80,000. We
will continue to pray and do all we can to
eliminate this debt as quickly as possible.

Please join us that we might reach this
important milestone.
Impact

June will bring us another great
opportunity to reach our community. More
than 100 people are coming to help us do
several outreach projects. The timing could
not be more perfect with us just moving into
the building.

Please pray for all the workers, for souls to
be saved, and for many to decide to come
visit in our services as a result of all the effort.
Return to Normal

Our attention has been divided during this
building process. While we never stopped
doing outreach and building up disciples, we
must admit that we were not able to do things
as we had before.

Now that we are in the building, it is going
to feel good to be back to a more precise
focus in ministry.

ICP
Bill Johnson, Director

Brother John Sanders recently returned
from Romania where he met with Olimpiu Filip,
a publisher and Christian bookstore owner.
When Brother John met “Oli” two years ago,
ICP was in the early stages of developing
Character Code for Life curriculum for
students in grades 1-6. This time, when he
and Liviu Clinciu (ICP Director in Romania)
met with Brother Oli, they presented the
nineyear program, of Romanian materials for
preschoolers (placemats), primaries (cards
and journals) and intermediates (leaflets),
teacher’s booklets and Visual Aids.

Brother Oli was amazed and said, “We need
this. The topics and presentation are so well
planned. There is nothing available like this.
How can I help.” Oli recommended the initial
printing of the first module of eighteen
lessons for fifteen hundred students and one
hundred teachers. He is putting together his
best price on printing and has offered to
oversee the printing, promotion and
distribution of the curriculum.

Brother Oli mails materials to over twelve
thousand individuals, churches and
businesses throughout Romania and Eastern
Europe. He has offered to include a CCfL
brochure in his mailings. Please pray that all
the details will be worked out, the funding
for printing will be available and that many of
the churches and schools will choose to use
the curriculum with their children.
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Business Manager
Report

Dean Grigsby

God’s Word warns us that in these last days many will depart from the faith: Now the Spirit speaketh expressly,

that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of  devils; I
Timothy 4:1. To many, the doctrines of Scripture are not that important. Much “Christian” literature today is filled
with false and deceptive teachings that lead people away from the truth, appealing to their itching ears. The
Baptist Sunday School Committee and the churches of the American Baptist Association are committed to providing
doctrinally sound literature that meets the needs of churches to fulfill the Great Commission. The battle is tough,

and we sometimes feel like throwing up our hands and crying out, “What can we do?”

One thing we must do is pray to the Lord and ask Him to help us recognize deceptive teaching and to protect
us from abandoning the faith to follow the evil lies of our enemy: And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us

from evil… Matthew 6:13

Another thing we must do is submit to the leadership of the Holy Spirit to live holy lives. We must follow God’s
Word and continue in faith, never being moved away from the truth of Scripture and the hope of the gospel. And

you, that were sometime alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now hath he reconciled In the

body of  his flesh through death, to present you holy and unblameable and unreproveable in his sight: If  ye continue

in the faith grounded and settled, and be not moved away from the hope of  the gospel… Colossians 1:21-23

We must also surround ourselves with men and women who will encourage us to be faithful and joyful in our
walks with our Lord. And having this confidence, I know that I shall abide and continue with you all for your

furtherance and joy of  faith; Philippians 1:25 It is a blessing to partner with churches of the Lord, Jesus Christ who
are committed to the truth!
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Kyle Elkins
Editor in Chief

God’s Word warns us that in these last days many will depart from the faith:  Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the
latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils;  I Timothy 4:1.  To many, the
doctrines of Scripture are not that important.  Much “Christian” literature today is filled with false and deceptive teachings that
lead people away from the truth, appealing to their itching ears.  The Baptist Sunday School Committee and the churches of the
American Baptist Association are committed to providing doctrinally sound literature that meets the needs of churches to fulfill
the Great Commission.  The battle is tough, and we sometimes feel like throwing up our hands and crying out, “What can we do?”

One thing we must do is pray to the Lord and ask Him to help us recognize deceptive teaching and to protect us from
abandoning the faith to follow the evil lies of our enemy: And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil…
Matthew 6:13 Another thing we must do is submit to the leadership of the Holy Spirit to live holy lives.  We must follow God’s
Word and continue in faith, never being moved away from the truth of Scripture and the hope of the gospel.  And you, that were
sometime alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now hath he reconciled In the body of his flesh through
death, to present you holy and unblameable and unreproveable in his sight:  If ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, and
be not moved away from  the hope of the gospel… Colossians 1:21-23

We must also surround ourselves with men and women who will encourage us to be  faithful and joyful in our walks with our
Lord.  And having this confidence, I know that I shall abide and continue with you all for your furtherance and joy of faith;
Philippians 1:25

It is a blessing to partner with churches of the Lord, Jesus Christ who are committed to the truth!  God’s Word warns us that
in these last days many will depart from the faith:  Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from
the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils; I Timothy 4:1.  To many, the doctrines of Scripture are not that
important.  Much “Christian” literature today is filled with false and deceptive teachings that lead people away from the truth,
appealing to their itching ears.  The Baptist Sunday School Committee and the churches of the American Baptist Association are
committed to providing doctrinally sound literature that meets the needs of churches to fulfill the Great Commission.  The battle
is tough, and we sometimes feel like throwing up our hands and crying out, “What can we do?”

One thing we must do is pray to the Lord and ask Him to help us recognize deceptive teaching and to protect us from
abandoning the faith to follow the evil lies of our enemy: And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil… Matthew 6:13
Another thing we must do is submit to the leadership of the Holy Spirit to live holy lives.
We must follow God’s Word and continue in faith, never being moved away from the truth of Scripture and the hope of the
gospel.  And you, that were sometime alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now hath he reconciled In the
body of his flesh through death, to present you holy and unblameable and unreproveable in his sight:  If ye continue in the faith
grounded and settled, and be not moved away from the hope of the gospel… Colossians 1:21-23

We must also surround ourselves with men and women who will encourage us to be faithful and joyful in our walks with our
Lord.  And having this confidence, I know that I shall abide and continue with you all for your furtherance and joy of faith;
Philippians 1:25

It is a blessing to partner with churches of the Lord, Jesus Christ who are committed to the truth!



West Florida Baptist News May/June 2019

15

FINANCIAL REPORT
WEST FLORIDA BAPTIST INSTITUTE

March/April 2019

EXPENSES:
Utilities $  1,730.61
Misc.   1,432.06
Office 28.00
Instruction 2,480.00

TOTAL EXPENSE $6,955.00 $10,145.67
NEW BALANCE $2,093.21

BOOKSTORE FUND
BALANCE BROUGHT FORWARD $  681.10
Income:

Bookstore Sales $  279.09
Press Sales        1,244.94

Contributions
Landmark BC Pensacola 45.00
Landmark BC Monticello 200.00

Total Income $245.00    $2,450.13
TOTAL AVAILABLE $3,134.10

Expenses:
Utilities $502.24
Postage $420.15
Print Shop $125.00
Supplies -0-
TOTAL EXPENSES       $1,047.39 $1,047.39
NEW BALANCE $1,402.74

BUILDING FUND
Baptist Chapel-Grand Bay,AL 400.00
Landmark BC  -Pensacola,FL 200.00
Frankfort BC-Russellville,AL 200.00
Oleno BC    -HighSprings,FL 200.00
Landmark BC  -Monticello,FL 200.00
Calvary BC   -Panama City,FL 600.00
Traders Hill BC -Folkston, GA 100.00
Anonymous 200.00
Founders DAy 2,220.00
TOTAL INCOME $3,920.00
EXPENSES:

GENERAL FUND
BALANCE BROUGHT FORWARD $7,287.23
INCOME:
 ALABAMA
BaptistChapel BC -Grand Bay, AL 1,200.00
Schillinger Rd. -Mobile, AL 150.00
Magnolia Springs -Theodore, AL 400.00
 GEORGIA
Northside, BC -Vienna, GA 200.00
Traders Hill -Folkston, GA 120.00
 FLORIDA
Galilee MBC -Milton, FL 40.00
Okeechobee BC -Okeechobee, FL 161.65
Calvary BC -Panama City, Fl 600.00
Landmark BC -Pensacola, FL 320.00
Oleno BC -HighSprings, FL 200.00
Sunklight BC -Pensacola, FL 100.00
Landmark BC -Pensacola, FL 330.00
Mics:
Kitchen Sales -Pensacola, FL 176.00
 TOTAL $3,677.65
  DESIGNATED FUNDS:H.H.Strickland
Baptist Chapel -Grand Bay,AL 700.00
Frankfort BC -Russellville,AL 200.00
Galilee BC -Milton, FL 150.00
Newark BC -Elkton,MD 200.00
Cumberland Cove BC -Monterey,TN 50.00
First Baptist BC -White City, FL 200.00
  TOTAL $ 1,500.00
  COMMITTEE OF 100
Terry Alexander -Pensacola, FL 20.00

TUITION/REGISTRATION
Registration $    00.00
Tuition $ 70.00
TOTAL INCOME 4,951.65 $12,238.88
TOTAL AVAILABLE             $12,238.88

CHURCHES SEEKING A PASTOR
Northside Missionary Baptist Church of Ocala, Florida is cur-

rently seeking a full-time pastor. Applicant must believe that the
Holy Bible is the inspired and infallible word of God, meet all the
qualification of 1Tim. And Titus, preach and teach only from the
King James Version, be a part of and in good fellowship with the
American Baptist Association, be in complete conviction/agree-
ment with the ABA Doctrinal Statement. Applicant is asked to sub-
mit a resume that includes educational background, previous posi-
tions, and reference contact information via email to Paul Merritt at
secretarynmbc@gmail.com
Christi Merritt, Secretary

South Louisiana Church Seeks Pastor: College Town Baptist Church
of Hammond, LA is an old line Missionary Baptist church that is
seeking a like-minded pastor. It presently has an interim pastor who
wishes to retire due to age and health issues.

We are looking for a pastor with shepherd qualities. Preferably one
with some Bible training, able to feed the sheep, willing to seek out
the wanders and lost sheep, user of the King James version and one
who loves to meet and fellowship with people.

Hammond is about 65 miles of New Orleans and the church has
three acres of park-like property, a small but beautiful sanctuary, no
indebtedness and an unstained reputation.  It once had a nice size
congregation, but attendance is drastically lowered. Therefore, a pas-
tor would need to be bivocational. Pastoral support would increase
as circumstances improve.

Interested men of God may contact Bro. Patrick Henagan at 52022
Fontana Lane, Independence, LA 70443 or Bro. Elester Raines at 48987
Galafora Rd. Tickfaw, LA 70466. If they prefer they may call
985.351.8980 or 985.069.0028.

Liberty Baptist Church, Stephens City, VA is seeking a pastor. The
Lord has blessed Liberty with 30+ years of faithful service from Pas-
tor Battles. If you have been called by God to pastor a friendly, loving
church, and if you are interested in helping us reach the lost in an
area that is experiencing rapid growth - both in numbers and in diver-
sity of race, we invite you to contact us at 540-869-6595, or send your
resumé, biography, and contact information to: searchcommittee@l-
b-c.org
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Publication
wfbi News is published each month ex-

cept July by the West Florida Baptist Insti-
tute and is owned solely by the West Florida
Baptist Institute.

Subscription is free and a copy may be
obtained by writing, e-mailing or calling the

office of WFBI. To  be placed on the mailing
list, simply call, write or email:1-800-455-9324,
1-850-455-4417 or 1-850-455-7474 (fax). E-
Mail at wfbi2@yahoo.com or sign up online
at www.wfbi.net.

Articles should be in the office no later
than the 10th of the month so that they might
be included in that months edition. Mission
reports are alternated so that all may have
the opportunity to be published.

H.H. Strickland; editor

PRINTING NEWS

Printing News:
The work of printing new materials is

always a primary need. I have often been
asked, “why do we need more books on
the same subject?” The question should
be, “Why Not?” If no one had continued
to write over the years, where would
information be today? It is important to
have new and fresh thoughts to consider.
This is not to say that we do not need to
review, or even study the writers of years
gone by. My greatest commentaries were
written by a German and are considered
by many to be among the very best
writings of all time.

I have really enjoyed the time I have
taken to write. Even though it has been
a task for me, it nevertheless, has been
rewarding. I realize that I am not
considered and authority on much of
anything, but I have a Biblical perspective

and I have a desire to express it.
This is an area where I have dedicated

this ministry. A number of the writers of
our association simply do not have the
resources to publish their materials. This
does not mean that they are not worthy
materials but that they simply do not have
the resources to have them published. I
am pleased that, over the years, I have
been able to help some of these writers.

Some of the publications have not been
productive but some have. It would really
be a sad day if we were not able to do
what we have been doing for the past 20
years.

I am grateful to have the opportunity
to publish many Spanish materials. These
include Sunday School materials as well
as many Biblical helps. There have been
a number of books that are being used in
Spanish seminaries in several countries.
Again, what would the Spanish people
get these books if we were no longer able
to produce them? To me, this is
unacceptable. We must find a way to
continue and we will.

Equipment:
Over the past year it has been

somewhat difficult to keep up with the
demand on the equipment. At the
present, we have two units down and
need repair. I was able to finally get one
of the small presses repaired and it is
back in service. It turned out to be just a
matter of adjustment. When you can get
someone that really knows what they are
doing it makes everything seems so
simple.
Help:

I am still praying that someone will
come and help us in the shop. I realize
that we are not able to pay a salary but
we can help. The wife and I never take
money from the productions of any of
the materials. Every dolor that comes in
from the sale of the books and materials
go back into the ministry.
Thanks:

May the Lord continue to bless each
one that uses our materials and those
who support this ministry.


