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From the President

  The Spring
Semester for
2017 is under
way. The en-
rolment is
down just a bit.
The new stu-
dents that had
been inter-
viewed did not

return. However, the number of qualified
instructors is growing. I am grateful that
I do not have to take a full load of classes
this semester. This allows me more time
to focus on other things regarding the
school operation.

It is always good to have former
students and graduate to return an
express an interest in the helping the
work. For the first time in the history of
this school, we have qualified men
desiring to hold positions for the classes.
This is something we have never had and
what a blessing it is.

We had hoped to have some
repair work done on the facility
by now but it has not been
arranged. We are still looking for
someone to come and help with
this work. Our building is an old
two-story unit that is somewhat
difficult to work on. However,
there is some repairs that must be
done and soon. Some funds have
already been raised for this
purpose, however, it will not be
sufficient to hire a contractor to
come in and do all the work.

Many have asked me about my
wife, who had complete knee
replacement in December. She is
doing really well. Seven weeks
into the operation and she is back
doing a limited amount of work.
She has a way to go but give how
far she has come, and she will be
back too nearly normal soon. I
thank you for all your prayers.

The community and one of the local churches
here lost a really dedicated member recently.
Richard Franklin was a graduate and instructor
helper at WFBI. He was a Vietnam veteran and
had many health problems. He will be missed,
especially by those who served in the military
with him. I ask that you remember his wife in
your prayers.

One of our dedicated instructors has also lost
his wife but I will have more on her in the next
edition.

I would be amiss if I did not express my
appreciation for all the gifts and offerings that
have been sent to this ministry. One prayer
request that I would place before you is,
preliminary plans are being made to determine
the possibility if building a new facility.

Thank you for your prayers and concern for
this work. God is continuing to bless the work
and outreach.

May the Lord bless you all.

FOUNDERS DAY 2017
APRIL 7, 2017

BETHEL BAPTSIT CHURCH
MILTON, FL

GOAL: BUILDING REPAIR
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From a

Woman’s PointWoman’s PointWoman’s PointWoman’s PointWoman’s Point
of View

By: Loretta Pritchett
lorettapritchett@yahoo.com

Philosophy of
Religion

Finding Humor In Troubles

The past week has been the roughest week I
have had in sometime.  Finding out that I
have a water leak which is my responsibility
to fix, I have now encountered the problem
of locating the leak.  It will require a special
tool which neither of my plumber sons have
access to.

The city or county of Dayton have assured
me they can’t reimburse me any monies, and
they can’t help me in locating the break in
the main  waterline.  So my week started off
with trying to locate this special tool and
getting access to it to begin the task of
finding and then digging up my property.  The
problem we will be encountering will be
digging up my cement drive and possible
patio.

Finally accepting this fact I ask the Lord to
please help me.  In the meantime we were
under a storm alert and heavy rains and high
winds were expected by evening of the 9th of
February.  Knowing this I took in anything
out side that would or could be blown away
inside.

My garage now held my trash can, some
special items outside that had to be brought

in or tied down and any and all loose items
like tables, chairs etc.

Not realizing the wind strength would be 65-
to 75 miles per hour, I settled in for the
evening.  Not until that evening while
watching the news did I learn how high the
winds would be.  Oh well maybe the fence
will not fall down.  That was a wonderful
thought but it didn’t turn out that way.

Around 5:00 am I heard some loud slapping
and looked out the window, all I could see
was a large fence slamming against the newer
fence that my son Michael had fixed from the
last storm.

Nothing I could do, so off to sleep I went.
When the morning came I realized just how
much damage had accrued, not only was a
certain section of the fence down, the whole
side of the patio fence was down.

I called my handyman and he came over and
secured the fence as best he could.  Much of
the fencing would have to be replaced.
However, this wasn’t enough, my roof had
lost several shingles and now I would need
an appraiser to come out and access the
damage that had accrued.

Needless to say my day of February 9th had
been a very busy day for me.  Insurance
company called, a date for them to come out
to see what damage was done would happen
as soon as possible, meaning next week
sometime.

Have you figured out that I felt like Job at
this time?  I thought this day would never
end, and it didn’t until later on when I received
a phone call from my daughter who informed
me the tumor they took out along with her
appendix was cancerous.  They wanted to
cut out part of her Colin but she said no, we
need to check it out first, we don’t know if it
has spread or not.

All I felt was total drainage from all the events
happening.  I surely felt like Job at this point
in time.

Thus on Friday morning when I was standing
in the kitchen making my coffee, I glanced
out the window and just started laughing.  ;-
)  In all that had been happening the Lord let
me know there was still humor to be found
among the pressures.  There across the street
was a neighbor walking her dog.  Nothing
special about it except it was raining and she
was carrying an umbrella and holding it over
her dog who was just casually strolling while
his master was dripping wet. ;-)

I just laughed and said thank you Lord.  After
all my mood was so much better after having
laughed over a silly little event happening in
my neighborhood.

Just remember when you think nothing is
turning out right, Job never gave up and
neither should we.

Have a great February 14th. Spend time with
your loved one.

HAPPY VALENSTINE’S Day!

The discussion on the origin of religion
takes men in every direction. Many, of which,
have little or no idea of what they are talking
about, and, herein lays the greatest problem.
Men who attempt to speak of things of which
they know nothing, or has a distinct objec-
tive to disprove or promote their own per-
verted thoughts.

I begin with the quote from the writing of
Donald Wells; “One of the tales concerning
Ball Shem, the founder of the Hassidic move-
ment, relates that when the master was faced
with a particularly difficult task, he used to
go to a certain place in the woods, light a fire,
and pray; and his problem would be resolved.
His successor, Maggid, followed the master’s
example and went to the same place, but said;
‘The fire we can no longer light, but we can
still say the prayer.’ According to tradition,
what he asked was granted nonetheless.
Another generation passed, and Rabbi Mosh
Leib of Sassov went into the woods and said:
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‘The fire we can no longer light, the prayer
we can longer know; all we know is the place
in the woods, and that will be enough.’ What
he asked was done also. In the fourth gen-
eration Rabbi Israel of Rishin stayed at home
and said: ‘The fire we can no longer light, the
prayer we no longer know, nor do we know
the place. All we can do is tell the story.’ Ac-
cording to tradition even this proved to be
sufficient. The last generation said: ‘The fire
we cannot light, the prayer we do not know,
but we no longer believe it. We might be able,
through research, to rediscover the place and
the prayer, but we doubt that the information
would do us any good.’”

In reviewing the whole quote, it can be
seen that the whole premise deteriorated over
time. Indicating, that there was no truth in
the original premise. Even if there were some
truth to what was being proposed, the ac-
tions of the following generations proved that
the fundamental ideas were flawed or they
were not properly taught to others.

This is the very premise of the situation
and it reveals why it is so important that those
who know the truth must insure that the
truths upon which their lives were based are
passed on to other generation. Living, teach-
ing, preserving the truth is the challenge of
every generation.

There are two major distinct thoughts that
one can readily see in reading the words of
the quote. The first is that there was no real
spiritual foundation from the beginning. If
situations, such as dealing with the problems
of life come, and there is no spiritual founda-
tion then the problems only become worse.

There is absolutely no indication that the
first man who went into the woods and let
the fire had any spiritual preparation. In fact,
he was trying to form a new cult of religion. It
was never based upon truth but brought
about by the idea of one man. Where truth
does not prevail, there can never be a real
spiritual solution.

Get Free App @ www.JesusSaves.Life

1. Gets the Gospel of Jesus Christ free all over the world.
2. Navigates individuals to the nearest ABA Church in their

area.
3. Has the KJV in 4 different formats with study help.
4. Can be used by all ABA Churches in Evangelism in their

communities.
5. Is obediant in the command of the LORD to preach the

Gospel to every creature.
6. Availiable free on all smart Phones and tablets, and

computers.

7. Many souls have been saved!

Glenwood News
Ray Meigs, Director

Progress: While the Mattingly Family was with us in January,
they helped re-roof the cook’s cabin. This was a project made
possible by the generosity of the churches!

Winter Jam was a great success. We had 142 in attendance
with the churches from four states represented. The messages
were outstanding and the Spirit of God moved greatly . This is
always a highlight of the year.

Next up is Senior Day. This is a time we honor our Senior
Citizens with a Fish Fry fellowship. Included is a concert by
King’s Servants from Minden, LA. Bro. Scott Maness (Mis-
sionary to Argentina) will be our guest speaker. Bro. Ken and
Barbara Sibley will be our extra special guests. This event is
free but an offering will be received for expenses. We look for-

ward to seeing you here!!!

World-Wide Literature and Missionary Supplies
Joel Meredith, Director

Personal Report : Frances is doing fair at this time. She will have
scans on the February 13th and have another chemo treatment on
the 15th. The chemo is very hard on her but she faces each one with
faith and determination to get it done. We are praying for some
improvement to be revealed by the scans. Thanks for your prayers
and please continue.

Warehouse News: The shipment to Glen Knight made it safely to
Manila. After a little delay it was cleared and off loaded onto “Rim
Nativa”, the ship that Brother Glen uses in the Remote Islands
Ministry. Keep him and his crew in your prayers and ask the Lord to
grant them safety and smooth sailing as they carry the gospel to
unreached multitudes.

The container shipment for International Christian Publishers was
successfully loaded and shipped and should be arriving in Manila
soon. We determined that Manila would be the best port to ship to
after much thought and consideration of cost and effectiveness.
Subic Bay would have been more costly and too much red tape.

We helped with the shipping of a crate of building supplies to
Nicaragua. This shipment was prepared and crated in Montgomery,
Alabama. It contained electrical wiring and other electrical supplies
to aid in the construction of a church building. We made all the
arrangements for shipping and will cover the cost. As noted in last
month’s report, this was the 58th country that we have sent supplies
for churches and/or missionaries.

The crate to Tonga will be shipped the first week in February. The
missionary there has informed us that the last items he needed have

been ordered and are on the way to the warehouse.

ANNOUNCEMENT



West Florida Baptist News January/February 2017

4

Glen Davenport

 INTRODUCTION:
 

A. We hear the term ‘sanctuary cities’ almost every day as a
commentator reports the news.

If I understand the term properly, a ‘sanctuary city’ is a city within
the United States where undocumented immigrants can go to avoid
the normal immigration laws. The illegals can keep their identity to
themselves and enjoy fair amount of safety in that sanctuary city.
Even policemen are not allowed to enquire about their citizenship.
The city will not provide funds to enforce laws against the illegal
practices. In a sense, it is a haven of rest for illegal residents.

B.  The word for ‘refuge’ is used only one time in the New
Testament, but it is a very common word in the Old Testament

1.  Moses used the term when he designated certain cites as place
where a slayer could go to get a fair trial. It was a place where could
live out his life without fear of revenge.
Num 35:12

And they shall be unto you cities for refuge from the avenger;
that the manslayer die not, until he stand before the congregation
in judgment.

2.  Moses used the word in a spiritual application too when he
describe the compared God to the city of refuge.
Deut 33:27-28

27 The eternal God is thy refuge, and underneath are the
everlasting arms: and he shall thrust out the enemy from before
thee; and shall say, Destroy them.

28 Israel then shall dwell in safety alone: the fountain of Jacob
shall be upon a land of corn and wine; also his heavens shall drop
down dew.

3.  David considered the Lord God to be his hiding place and his
place of refuge.
II Sam 22:3-7

3 The God of my rock; in him will I trust: he is my shield, and the
horn of my salvation, my high tower, and my refuge, my saviour;
thou savest me from violence.

4 I will call on the LORD, who is worthy to be praised: so shall I
be saved from mine enemies.

5 When the waves of death compassed me, the floods of ungodly
men made me afraid;

6 The sorrows of hell compassed me about; the snares of death
prevented me;

7 In my distress I called upon the LORD, and cried to my God:
and he did hear my voice out of his temple, and my cry did enter
into his ears.

OUR REFUGE

 
4.  A note from BIBLE SOFT - PC STUDY BIBLE says:

1.  In the land of Canaan , cities of refuge were so arranged, that
any man might reach one of them within half a day at the utmost.
Even so the word of our salvation is near to us; Jesus is a present
Saviour, and the way to Him is short; it is but a simple renunciation
of our own merit, and a laying hold of Jesus, to be our all in all.

2.  With regard to the roads to the city of refuge, we are told that
they were strictly preserved, every river was bridged, and every
obstruction removed, so that the man who fled might find an easy
passage to the city.

3.  Once a year the elders went along the roads and saw to their
order, so that nothing might impede the flight of any one, and cause
him, through delay, to be overtaken and slain. How graciously do
the promises of the gospel remove stumbling blocks from the way!
Wherever there were by-roads and turnings, there were fixed up
hand-posts, with the inscription upon them—”To the city of refuge!”

4.   This is a picture of the road to Christ Jesus. It is no roundabout
road of the law; it is no obeying this, that, and the other; it is a
straight road: “Believe, and live.” It is a road so hard, that no self-
righteous man can ever tread it, but so easy, that every sinner, who
knows himself to be a sinner may by it find his way to heaven.

5.  No sooner did the man-slayer reach the outworks of the city
than he was safe; it was not necessary for him to pass far within the
walls, but the suburbs themselves were sufficient protection. Learn
hence, that if you do but touch the hem of Christ’s garment, you
shall be made whole; if you do but lay hold upon him with “faith as
a grain of mustard seed,” you are safe.
 
TEXT: Heb 6:10-20
I.   A Refugee Must Know When His Soul Is In Trouble.

You can run and hide like Adam and Eve.
 
10 For God is not unrighteous to forget your work and labour
of love, which ye have shewed toward his name, in that ye have
ministered to the saints, and do minister.
11 And we desire that every one of you do shew the same
diligence to the full assurance of hope unto the end:
 

II.  A Refugee Must Know Where To Flee For Safety.
You can run to the ROCK like David.
 
12 That ye be not slothful, but followers of them who through
faith and patience inherit the promises.
13 For when God made promise to Abraham, because he could
swear by no greater, he sware by himself,
14 Saying, Surely blessing I will bless thee, and multiplying I
will multiply thee.
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ANNOUNCEMENT

 
III. A Refugee Must Know When He   is Safe.

A soul is never safe until his salvation is secure in Jesus, our
Savior.
 
15 And so, after he had patiently endured, he obtained the
promise.
16 For men verily swear by the greater: and an oath for
confirmation is to them an end of all strife.
17 Wherein God, willing more abundantly to shew unto the
heirs of promise the immutability of his counsel, confirmed it by
an oath:

 

IV.  A Refugee Must Know God’s Plan For Salvation.
A fleeing soul needs to know how to rest in the consolation of
God.
 
18 That by two immutable things, in which it was impossible
for God to lie, we might have a strong consolation, who have
fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before us:
19 Which hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and
stedfast, and which entereth into that within the veil;

20 Whither the forerunner is for us entered, even Jesus, made

an high priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec.

ABA DISASTER RELIEF
Paul Stansell, Director

Louisiana Tornado

 Once again a wave of severe thunderstorms have swept
through the south with at least 7 confirmed tornadoes touching
down in Louisiana. The destruction is great, but praise the
Lord there have been no fatalities reported at this time. We
will be reaching out to our sister churches in the affected areas
to offer relief. If anyone has any information on any damages
these churches may have sustained please contact my cell
863 412 1146, please leave a message if you get voicemail,
and I do text. And as always, please continue to lift all of
those affected up in prayer. May God bless all of you.

Minister of Music/Worship Leader

      Calvary Baptist Church in Henderson, Texas is seeking a
full time church staff position that leads worship and oversees
the music ministry.
        This person will oversee a music ministry that involves
an adult choir of 50, children’s & student’s choirs, hand bells,
adult ensembles, praise bands, and a small orchestra.
        .  For information or resumes contact CBC 410 No.
Marshall St. Henderson, Tx. 75652   phone number 903
657 9196

 Executive Pastor

StoneBridge Baptist Church . . . . Morgantown
    Contact: Pastor Jason Sheffstall/  jsheffstall@gmail.com
       StoneBridge Baptist Church (SBC) in Morgantown, WV
is seeking an Executive Pastor (XP).  The XP is chief operat-
ing officer in the areas of administration, budgeting, and dis-
cipleship. The XP coordinates and collaborates with SBC’s
other ordained minister, the Lead/Teaching and Outreach
Pastor (TOP), to shepherd the people of SBC by leading,
casting vision, and protecting and maintaining the values of
the church.

MUSIC DIRECTOR/WORSHIP LEADER

     Hillcrest Baptist Church in Acworth, Georgia is searching
for a music director/worship leader who will oversee and lead
in all aspects of our church music ministry, including choir,
ensembles, and orchestra. This will be a paid position, and
this individual will also assist pastor & staff with daily admin-
istrative duties, outreach activities, and visitation.  All appli-
cants must agree with and adhere to Hillcrest Baptist Church
Doctrinal Statement.  For consideration, please email resume
and any questions you may have to Ricki Boyle
rickib@comcast.net. 404 805-5687
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MISSION NEWS AND VIEWS

FOREIGN
MISSIONS

Bryan Sellers

S e c r e t a r y /
T r e a s u r e r
Missions

SELLERS REPORT

Germany

 Dr. Hans  Fraund, Mis-

sionary

  Editors Note: Dr. Fraund continues to re-
cover for his stay in the hospital. His son
Andrea has been helping to keep the work
going while pastoring his own church. Please
continue to pray for Bro. Fraund. He has been
a faithful missionary in Germany for several
years and has done a wonderful work in
reaching the people in German as well as in
several other countries.

Monterrey, Colombia, S.A.
Carlos Julio Mendoza, Missionary

On January 21st, for the first time the
churches and missions of the A.B.A. in Co-
lombia S.A. had a week of church camp.  It
was held in Fusagasuga City with the Fusa
Mission and Pastor John Dean.  Three
churches and five missions attended the
church camp.  My wife Rosalba and my
daughter Johanna organized and directed the
church camp.  Pray for these ladies they are a
blessing in God’s mission work.  The church
camp had some good results. An 88 year old
lady accepted Christ as her personal Savior
and a 15 year old young man was baptized.
In attendance we had 65 with 15 visitors.  We
had a great fellowship preaching the gospel
and teaching God’s word at church camp.

Five of us attended the church camp from
Monterrey Mission.  The ones, who were
unable to attend, faithfully took care of the
Monterrey Mission services.  They were on
their knees praying to God for one another
and for God’s mission work.

Also at Monterrey Mission in January we
had two first time visitors and one profession
of faith in Christ.  All Glory to God!!

The radio program continues to be a great
success in God’s mission work. Thank you
CMBC for your continued support and
prayers.

Beginning Balance $1,094,761.98
RECEIPTS:

Interstate Salaries $59,727335
Foreign & National Salaries   $54,593.78

Designated $35,094.43
Undesignated  $18,486.59

TOTAL RECEIPTS $167,897.53
BALANCE FOR SALARY/EXPENSE

$1,262,659.51
DISBURSEMENTS

Interstate Salaries $79,715.10
Foreign Salaries $18,779.20
National Salaries  $26,702.40
Designated $35,094.43
Salaries & Expenses of Sec-Treas. Office
Office Salaries $10,932.64
General Office       $2,112.01
Sec/Treas. Travel $  65.31
Automobile Expense $127.44
Postage $300.00
BSSC Printing $28.50
BSSC Prinitng $38.55
Total Office $13,604.45
TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS  $173,895.58

BALANCE CARRIED FORWARD
$1,088,763.95

Deficit for January ($5,998.05)

Titus 1:4 states; “To Titus, mine own son
after the common faith...” When Paul refers
to Titus as “mine own son” he is not referring
to a physical relationship, but to a spiritual
relationship.

Titus was one of Paul’s spiritual children.
The relationship they shared was “after the
common faith.” Both had placed their faith in
Christ and Titus 1:4 states; “To Titus, mine
own son after the common faith...” When Paul

refers to Titus as “mine own son” he is not
referring to a physical relationship, but to a
spiritual relationship.

Titus was one of Paul’s spiritual children.
The relationship they shared was “after the
common faith.” Both had placed their faith in
Christ and it was their faith in Christ that both
had in common. Paul had come to Christ by
faith, and through the ministry of  Paul, Titus
had come to Christ by faith. Have you ever
been responsible for someone coming to
Christ? Can you think of anything more
thrilling and exciting than  someone that will
miss hell and go to heaven because of  your
life and witness? Let us earnestly pray that
2017  will be a record year in souls being saved
through the ministry of the Lord’s churches
and His missionaries.

For January, the missionaries reported  903
professions of faith and 31 baptisms. Since
June of last year, 6,825 salvations and 382
baptisms have been reported. These are not
just numbers, but precious souls whose lives
have been changed through the Gospel of
Jesus Christ.

To those churches who are planning to
recommend a missionary to the messengers
at the meeting in Daytona Beach, FL, please
complete the 2017 Missionary
Recommendation Form and mail to the office
of Secretary –Treasurer of Missions as soon
as possible. These forms are available on line,
or you can call the office and request one.
This form must be in the missions’ office no
later than April 20th , 2017. It would be most
helpful if you could mail the form as soon as
possible.

May the Lord’s blessings be upon His
churches and missionaries as we take His
Word to a lost world.possible.
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We are so thankful to God for Dr. H.H.
Strickland, your prayers and financial support
with the Monterrey Colombia Mission work.
Thank you again for all you do for God’s
mission work.

Colombia Missions
Gilberto Pinzón, missionary

 25 YEARS OF MINISTRY IN COLOMBIA.

I thank God for having mercy and calling
to the ministry to this useless servant, for
giving me the best sponsoring church that a
missionary may have, for my faithful
supporting churches and for my wife and
children. Without all of you the souls being
saved, churches being planted and the
missionaries and pastors being trained at the
Bible Institute should be impossible.

The Lord has blessed my ministry with
more than 1,000 professions of faith, more
than 300 people baptized, three churches
planted, more than 70 church leaders,
missionaries and pastors trained at the Bible
Institute. I pray for another more fruitful 25
years of ministry.

PENIEL BAPTIST MISSION
Is having good services, new visitors and

the Palacio family moved again to Bogotá and
are attending the services. Several members
that were sick are attending again.

We celebrated the 96th birthday to sister
Diocelina, She attends normally every service
and repeats Bible verses by memory every
Sunday!!! A great example for us to follow...
Tithes and offerings were over $1,300.00 (USD
$510.00). The Mission is giving $250.00 to
the missionary, $50.00 to Santa Marta BM,
$25 to Bosa BM and $15.00 to the ABA

Belize
Ben Woodward, Missionaries

The Missionary Baptist churches of Belize
meet annually in January. They spend the

day fellowshiping, preaching and discussing
issues relative to the Lord’s work in Belize.
Of course there is plenty good cooking to
sample and an offering is received. Usually,
there is a family in need or a church facing
some extraordinary expense, but they are
sensitive to the work of missions too.
Mahogany Heights has received their
offerings.

This year the churches voted to send their
annual offering to the Straders in East Kenya,
Africa. I am so thankful that Belize has a
global heart for missions.

Freddy & Lisa Crook are replacing us dur-
ing our furlough. Would you please keep
them in prayer and consider giving a love
offering or including this wonderful couple
in your missions giving while they serve the
Lord in Belize?

Brasov, Romania
Mike Rogers, Missionary

The Christmas program was Great! Aurelia
and the kids worked very hard and did a won-
derful job sharing the true Christmas story
with friends and family.

We gave out Christmas care packages and
they were well received and, of course the
kids loved their gifts. Thank you for your
prayers and support that made this possible.

Lynn and Brenda Raburn have been
friends, teachers and mentors to us for many
years and it was a pleasure to get to spend a
little time with them here in Romania. We en-
joyed lunch at Poiana Brasov, a trip to the
center and the Christmas village but mostly
just a chance to sit and relax, catching up
with them and their busy lives. Pray for them
as they continue to serve the Lord through
serving others.

Thank you to all who gave towards the
Christmas packages, it was a great to see the
people here working together to make them
up and then delivering them. They were
greatly appreciated by all. We have purchased
a snow thrower and would greatly appreciate
any offerings toward this needed purchase.
It was $1270 plus an additional for the plow
attachment.

Thailand Missions
Danny Jones, Missionary
Our Fall 2016 semester was a great success.
As I continue teaching and writing

curriculum, I’ve been raising funds for the
new school building, due to break ground
early 2017. We are working on the final
engineering plans now. If you would like to
be a part of a building crew to help work on
this project, please let us know! I would like
to give a special thank you to Spanish Trail
Baptist Church, whose members contributed
$70,000 to this project!  This semester, we’ve
had  speakers: Bro. Ernie Hopper, Bro.
Michael Hopper, Dr. Raymond  McAlister, Dr.
Phil Gavila, Dr. Doug Wiersema and myself.

It’s so exciting to see the Lord at work!
Each week, between 40-50 meet for worship
in Udon Thani. Many come from far way.
Sorne are driving vanloads of Christians for
eight hours to get there. Others are crossing
the border each week from a country where
they are persecuted and not allowed to
worship Christ. Pastor Pradit, who is now
leading the work in Udon, lives four hours
away, yet is faithful to come each week.
Without asking for a dime, the Thai Christians
there have repaired the roof, spent thousands
of dollars building new restrooms, fixed
electric and A/C units at the church building,
and hold a weekly outreach. A food vendor
who sells fruit from a sidecar on his
motorcycle accepted the Lord this month, and
just last week his daughter got saved also!
Lord willing, after I recover from my next
surgery in January, I will be heading to Udon
to hold Bible classes with Thai and Laotian

preachers. Pray that it is a success!

Kenya, Africa
Eddie Williams, Missionary

Last month, we completed the construction
phase of our Bible institute expansion. We
began furnishing it in December. With help
from Fort Cooper BC in Inverness, Florida,
we were able to build 9 sets of bunk beds for
our dorm and 5 tables, as well as 20 plastic
chairs for the classroom and dining hall.

THANK YOU, Fort Cooper BC! The youth
group at my church in Daingerfield, Texas,
helped raise the funds to buy all the
mattresses, bedding, and mosquito nets for
those bunk beds.

THANK YOU, South Union BC youth
group!

Pastor Emmanuel in Lokwar Angikaleso
was burdened for his friend in Nabuin
because there was no church in the village.
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Our churches joined in the effort and for over
two long years, we taught a Bible study
under a tree near the dry riverbed.

The folks were ready to organize several
months ago, but I was reluctant until God
called a pastor to lead them. Simon Ekaran
from Napetet church has taught in the Bible
study was ready to lead as pastor.

6 pastors travelled with me to Nabuin in
January and we baptized 34 folks. We
organized them into Nabuin LBC, helped
them hold their first business meeting where
they elected Simon as pastor, as well as a
secretary and a treasurer.

I must confess these last few years have
been difficult. I am convicted as I read in 2
Corinthians 11-12 of Paul’s positive attitude
when he recounts the difficulties ministry
brought into his life. The challenges of
Turkana pale in comparison. Yet, they seem
to have whittled away at the strength of my
spirit. Despite our many efforts, the Bible
studies in Nabuin and Kewal just did not
seem to be maturing. God seemed to be silent
with His call to pastor those works. I could
not shake reoccurring malaria. I became very
discouraged.

However, we kept working. When we were
tired and sick, when we did not see fruit,
when we were uncertain of God’s will, when
we had so many questions and so few
answers, we worked. When the night seemed
so very long, we simply clung to the hope
that in just a little while longer, a new day
would dawn.

Then all of a sudden, the dark times of the
last few years are gone. Turkana is still
Turkana. However, the joy is back. The
passion is back. The peace that passes all
understanding is back. The unity among us
who labor here is sweeter than I can ever
remember. Men are answering God’s call on
their lives. The Bible Institute has been
restructured and is going better than ever.
Souls are being saved. Baptismal waters are
being stirred. New churches are being
organized.

ROMANIAN MISSIONS

Kolt Makrill, Missionary

What a great start to a new year! We hit
the road running before the new year had
even begun! Our first appointment was on
New Year’s Day! We rushed from Somerset

on New Year’s Eve and headed for Arkansas.
We’ve spent the month of January in the
Benton, AR and surrounding areas. This
month we look forward to spending time in
the Jonesboro, AR and surrounding areas.

God has blessed us tremendously with
appointments and many opportunities
around the community to share the mission
work that God has called us to do in Brasov,
Romania. We are excited about this endeavor
and the new friends we have made who are
praying for us on a daily basis!

We want to thank these churches and their
pastors for allowing us opportunities to come
and share about our mission work.

This past month we had the wonderful
privilege to be able to stay with Bro. Lanni &
Sis. June Lovell. They own a rent house out-
side of Benton, AR. They graciously allowed
us to stay in this fully furnished home dur-
ing the weeks while we traveled the sur-
rounding area for appointments. This was
truly a blessing to not have to worry about
hotel costs and other logistics. They did this
with the love of Jesus in their hearts and we
are forever grateful for their generosity and
hospitality! We pray for special blessings
upon this couple as they share and show
the love of Jesus in their community.

The Solomon Islands
Walt Emry, Missionary

Faith Promise Conference: The week of the
22nd of January Westwood Missionary Bap-
tist Church held their annual Faith Promise
World Missions Conference. Missionaries
represented countries around the world.
Chosen missionaries spoke each evening
and I had the privilege of preaching one of
the evenings.

Wycliffe Translators During the confer-
ence we had the privilege of going to the
Wycliffe headquarters in Orlando, FL. What
an amazing work they are doing. Our guide
told us there are approx. 7000 languages in
the world and there are still approx. 1800 that
have not one word of the Bible in their lan-
guage.

The need of spreading God’s Word is still
great! Westwood School of Missions and
Deputation Maggie and I are still on deputa-
tion while attending classes (last day of class
is March 24th). If you would like us to come
and share with your church the field God
has called us to in the South Pacific, please
contact me at 509-629-0796 or you can email
me at wewin61@hotmail.com. We would love

to come and share our vision. A heart felt
thank you to those churches that have come
on board with us!

Our target date to be on the field is Au-
gust 15th 2017. Below is listed some of our
needs to get to the field and to help us when
we arrive. We did find out from Brother Roger
Watkins (Missionary in the Solomon Islands)
that our visas and residence permits would
cost a lot more than what we originally
thought. If any church would like to take us
on as a project, we would be deeply hon-
ored!

France
Jason Clark, Missionary

Deputation is back in full swing after
slowing down for Christmas break. In
January, I visited churches in Texas, Florida,
and Arkansas. As always I am extremely well
received and blessed in the churches that I
share in. I took a longer trip in January to a
missions conference at Westwood MBC, in
Winter Haven, FL. To cut costs, I drove down
with my brother-in-law, Scott Maness. Scott
and his family are on deputation, raising
funds to plant churches in Argentina. We
had a good drive together and enjoyed a
great conference with wonderful fellowship.

While at the conference I had the
opportunity to do a lot of work on my
Masters Thesis. I am almost half way done.
I am enjoying the study of Job’s
conversations with his friends and have
already learned good practical lessons about
dealing with those who are suffering. At the
same time, I am looking forward to having it
finished. Thank you for your support and
God bless.

Southeast Asia Missions

Jared Gaboriault, Missionary

We began the New Year with a very
encouraging visit to Westwood Baptist
Church in Winter Haven, FL during their
annual mission conference. It was such a
blessing to fellowship with our dear
missionary friends for the week of services.
We want to thank the Westwood church for
the hospitality they showed us the whole
time we were there.

This year we will see some changes to our
ministry in Southeast Asia. From 2013 until
December of 2015, we spent most of our time



West Florida Baptist News January/February 2017

9

in the country of Thailand, working with the
church in Udon Thani and building
friendships that would allow us to visit other
restricted countries. We believe that some
doors may be opening up for us to spend
more time in neighboring countries that are
not as friendly to the Gospel as Thailand. We
will not know all of the details of these
possibilities until we take more trips to these
areas. This is new territory for us and since
we do not have another veteran American
missionary to advise us on these countries,
we want to move forward prayerfully and
cautiously. Please remember that we may not
be able to share all that is happening in our
ministry through our newsletter, for our
safety and for the ones we are working with.

Russian Missions
Kevin Plaster, Missionary

TRANSITIONS: Last year life in Russia
was an emotional drain for me. For some
reason there was a plot to destroy the
ministries of the church. We were called
“spies” and “agents in priestly garb” on
national television. Some friends in ministry
were permanently removed from the country.
People in the church were targeted and
persecuted. Our facilities and church
registration documents were examined by
“officials.” The church tax documentation
was altered without our knowledge or due
process.

In June we went to the states to renew our
visas. On July 22 a new law in Russia was
passed that equated evangelism with
terrorism. Upon our return to Russia in
August, it was necessary for Tammy and me
to focus all of our attention on the survival
of ministries.

Tammy was scheduled to return to the
states in November for the purpose of
recruiting teachers for the school. In October
she asked if I would like to go. I was
emotionally spent and decided to spend
November and December in the states to seek
God’s direction.

RECRUITING FARES: The first two weeks
of November we went to eight Christian
universities in four states. It was an extremely
full two weeks. There were about thirty
international schools from all over the globe
represented at the fairs, each hoping to
encourage teachers to serve globally. Tammy

stayed at International Academy’s booth,
busy recruiting potential teachers for work
in Russia.

Meanwhile I busied myself by visiting all
the booths, getting to know the recruiters
and passing out Russian chocolate.

When Tammy f inally had the opportunity
to visit with some of the other recruiters they
would say, “Oh, you’re with Kevin.” Tammy
really appreciated my notoriety, but she
always laughed and told them, “Actually,
he’s with me.”

RUSSIA: Tammy and I returned to Russia
on January 8, 2017. We both expected that
we would continue with our ministries. How-
ever, upon our return we were absolutely cer-
tain that our time in Russia was coming to an
end. We have both experienced significant
battles against our personal ministries. And
we have both seen God work in unbelievable
and spectacular ways. Not only did we sur-
vive, God showed up and gave very distinct
victories. His grace carried us through some
very difficult times and sustained us.

Costa Rica Missions
Walter Goulding, Missionary

David and Maggie attended services at
The Way. He sang a solo although the
congregation helped him sing Because He
Lives. More importantly, though, David
taught the adult Sunday School class and
they ate tamales with us after services.

Others suspended services, but The Way
MBC had services as usual both the 25th and
the 1st. After services, we celebrated with
tamales on Christmas Day a staple for this
time of year.

After many years, David and Maggie were
able to spend Christmas and New Years in
Costa Rica. Megan and Samuel – their two
youngest children – came, too.

I was able to ask him to teach the lesson
without giving him time to prepare, because
the Sunday School Quarterly published by
the Baptist Sunday School Committee is the
same for domestic use in English and inter-
national use in Spanish.

Bulgaria
Jim Black, Missionary

We praise God for family, friends, good
health, another year to serve the Lord in
Eastern Europe, our sending church, and for

everyone that loves missions and
missionaries. We could not be here without
you.

Being so far away from family and loved
ones during the holidays never gets easier.
Hannah is finishing up her last year of high
school. We are making plans to return to the
states with her sometime in June, so that she
may begin college in the Fall.

In Sandanski, we moved the services back
into a home. Attendance has not suffered,
and we have 10 –12 adults in most services.
In 2016 we saw three adults saved through
the work there.

Praise (that’s his name) came into our home
last June. We did our very best to help his
mother reunite with him. Unfortunately there
was much more at play than we realized. She
returned to Cameroon in December.

Special Thanks to everyone that sent a
special offering during the holidays. It was a
BIG blessing and help.

Language Helper—Our landlord’s son has
been coming to our home to help us
strengthen some of our weak areas in the
Bulgarian language.

Many of the people we are reaching out to
speak Arabic, Farsi, Dari, or Kurdish. Very
few are English speakers. If they have been
in Bulgaria very long, we can usually
communicate some in Bulgarian.

Zhytomyr, Ukraine
David Bostick, Missionary

It is good to be back in Ukraine. The jet lag
was murder on both of us. We are assuming
it is because we arrived back in the middle of
winter. Short days and many of them with no
sunshine. Plus it was a culture shock leaving
hot Texas and arriving to freezing Ukraine.
Anyways, we are doing well now.

We always want to be honest with
everyone and especially our prayer and
financial partners. The ministry work here has
really slowed down. We were unable to have
services the first two Sundays of January.
The first Sunday was New Year Day and NO
one was coming because of the way they
celebrate the holiday. The second Sunday
we had a blizzard and was unable to see to
drive. We are back on schedule with church
services and we averaged 16 each week. great
time.
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Interstate
Missions

Lighthouse Ministries

Toby Cribbs Sr., Ddirector
DEPUTATION: My wife and I attended

The Branch, Midway BC, Kingtown BC in
Georgia and,Temple BC, North Carolina.

CHAPLAIN JEREMY I. STROOP: Chaplain
Stroop is Chaplain at Walker State Prison,
Rock Spring, Georgia. As we talked the other
day he called me a Conservative Baptist .I
take that as an honor. Go ahead and title me
as Landmark, Pre-Tribulation-Pre-Millennial
,Independent ,Missionary ,Bible Believing,
Old Fashion King James Bible, Conservative
Baptist.!!!

LETTERS TO CHAPLAINS: As of today
we have received 428 of the Enrollment Forms
that have been sent to Chaplains. This month
we sent packages to Oregon ,Ohio, and
Pennsylvania. This makes 671 packages that
we sent out a total of 16,625 Enrollment
Forms..

WALKER STATE PRISON
ROCK SPRING, GEORGIA: By studying the

Church Covenant the men are learning how
to serve a church when they get out.  They
are also learning how to serve the Lord in
Prison.

CHRISTMAS FOR INMATES: We gave
and sent out 277 Christmas Books, 904
Christmas Cards and 228 Christmas Cookies
to the inmates.

NEW CAR: We purchased a 2017 Honda
Accord Car. The car is used mainly for the
Ministry. We are asking the Lord’s churches
and his people to help on paying on the car.
We will pay the regular monthly payment and
all that comes in from the churches and the
Lord’s people will be applied to the principle.
As stated in the last report our car was
totaled in an accident. This year we drove
20,953 miles for the ministry,

LOCAL JAIL MINISTRY
Pickens County Jail, Jasper, GA –Study time

is going great. The men are eager to learn
God’s Word.

Polk County Jail, Benton, TN..  Still teaching
the Church Covenant. Will be doing this for
several more weeks. They have made a
change in that they will not let Pod C come
out for a Bible Study.

Fannin County Jail Blue Ridge, GA.  We
are on chapter 10 in the Gospel of John. We
are taking our time to teach them the Word of
God..

New Beginnings
Jack Slay, Ddirector

Greetings from McCaysville, GA. At the
beginning of the month God provided me
with the opportunity to attend the annual
Faith Promise Missions Conference at Nevills
Chapel MBC, in Mount Pleasant, Texas. I love
reconnecting with friends as well as making
new ones, its a wonderful time of fellowship.
However; I really enjoy the mission reports,
It’s such a tremendous blessing to hear what
God is doing around the world through His
people. Of course, it gives me the opportunity
to share what the Lord is doing through this
ministry with churches in the area. Brother
Danny Chapel and Brother Kevin Clinton
allowed me time to speak in their respective
churches and give a report on the work that
the Lord is doing in our area of North Georgia.
Every now and then I get the chance to go
on a building trip with Macedonia Missionary
Services.

Last month I had the pleasure of going to
help lay tile at The Baptist Chapel, Grand Bay,
AL. While there, Brother Steve Merritt
allowed me time to share the work with his
people. I was thankful for the opportunity. I
will be going back to The Baptist Chapel to
help with the grouting process. I look forward
to that time

We are also excited to announce that we
are in the planning stages of next years sport
camp VBS in our local community. I have
heard it said that it’s never to early to plan,
so….. over the next year we will be praying,
and working out the details. As details
become available we will pass them on to you.

Please pray with us about  this community
outreach event. If your teens would like to
be involved, please do not hesitate to contact
us.

Thank you for those who faithfully

support this ministry with your finances and
your prayers. We ask that you continue to
pray for us as we follow the leading of the

Lord, We desire your prayers !

Bloomington Missions
Scott Bourland, Missionary

Craig and Heather have come a long way
since they first came through the doors of
our church. Step by step they have allowed
the Lord to bring them through many issues
in their life. They both followed the Lord in
Baptism this month and joined the Lord’s
church.

Continued Progress on the Land: This
month we were able to pull a drive way permit
and get a local professional to start on the
site plan we will have to submit to pull site
permits. We took several bids and were able
to hire a company that really listened carefully
to our needs. This part of the process is going
to cost $4500.00.

Making Disciples: The number of people
we are discipling continues to grow. Pastor
Kevin and Pastor Scott meet with several
individuals or couples each week with various
types of discipleship. These individuals are
also doing very well in their faithfulness to
church. We had over forty in attendance for
AM service twice this month and our Sunday
evening worship averaged 32.

Building Plans: We have a great
appreciation for Brother Marion Reed of
Texas. Over the years he has been such a
good friend and has helped us tremendously
with over all planning and conception
drawings. This time has been no exception.
We are so thankful for his assistance.

The drawings he has done for us have us
well on our way and when we hire an architect,
it will be easy for them to take what has been
provided and apply local codes to finish the
job. We anticipate hiring an architect in
February.

We remain steadfast in the goal of building
this building with as little debt as possible;
even no debt is not beyond what our Lord
can do. The people here in Bloomington are
giving about $800.00 per month to the building
fund.

We are building a modest building to lower
cost and praying for God to touch the hearts
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ker

of many churches and individuals to give as
well, enabling this work to be on solid footing
at the end of this building process.

TWO GREY HILLS MISSIONARY
BAPTIST CHURCH
Rusty Denny , Missionary Pastor

 What an exciting month we have had at
Two Grey Hills! We have had an extended
Christmas in January, attended the Four
Corners Fellowship and dwelt with some
sickness in our congregation. It has been
cold at times and we have had our share of
snow but things continue to move forward!
We do have several unspoken prayer
requests! Let me share with you some of the
things we have been involved in this last
month.

 December was filled with sharing God’s
love with so many this year! We had special
services the Wednesday before Christmas
and handed out gifts to children and
Grandparents for their grandchildren. We
shared the Christmas message with them and
also had refreshments. All of this was made
possible by some churches that saw the need
and gave so generously that we had gifts left
over. I had spoken with the principal at a
boarding school and they were very willing
to receive the gifts we had. In January after
school started, I delivered the gifts to the
school and we had enough to hand out one
to every boy and girl there! It was so exciting
to see the smiles on so many faces! I was
only able to do this at one school this year. I
also had the privilege to bring the Christmas
message at the Chapter Christmas service this
year!

If your church would like to consider taking
on the shoe box ministry this coming
Christmas season, I would like to hear from
you soon! I have already had one church to
contact me and I feel there are others that
might want to be involved also. I would like
to make arrangements to pick up the gifts in
November when I attend the state meetings.
This would eliminate the cost of mailing and
it would give me time to sort things out and
see that as many schools as possible could
be included! Give me a call.  Our Work also
attended the Four Corners Fellowship held
at Twin Lakes in January. We had a good

turnout and enjoyed the fellowship!
IT IS TIME TO BUILD! The date has been

set for delivery of our metal building and it is
to be delivered on March 2nd. Workers will
be here to begin installing it on March 3rd.
if you are available to come, give me a call so
I will know how many to plan for. Also any
additional offerings would be appreciated!
Words cannot express the thankfulness we
feel for what the Lord is doing at Two Grey
Hills! PLEASE keep us in your prayers and if
you have some that can come in March, be
sure to let us know!

Anchor Landmark Baptist MIssion
Philip Wysocki, Missionary

January in Northern Michigan has been one
of those roller-coaster months in ministry. Our
High Attendance for the month was 20, but
our low attendance (due to a Wednesday
night snowstorm) was 4. God blessed even
in this, however, being that the lady that came
that snowy Wednesday night was one that I
have been wanting to sit down and talk with
One on One. She and I where able to have a
good discussion while Kim and Mackenzie
had class as well. God has a way of putting
things together for His glory!

A high point for Anchor Landmark in
January was a visit by Bro. Tony and Sister
Coretta Hansen. The Hansens are new
missionaries to Ukraine send out by
Columbus Baptist Church of Columbus,
Indiana. They had been scheduled to come
in December, but weather prevented them.
They had an opening for the evening service
of January 15th, and we were glad they were
able to come and share the work God has laid
on their hearts. We had been setting aside
our mission offering for a few months for them,
and were able to present Bro. Tony with a
love offering of $615.00. For a small group
like ours, I was proud of the offering our
people gave. We were glad for the time of
fellowship, and the people of Anchor
Landmark were excited to put a face with a
missionary’s name.

We continue to hold two Bible studies. We
have also started a study of the church
covenant on our Wednesday evening
services in hopes attendees will see the
importance of commitment.

Benchmark Baptist Fellowship
Alan Schoeff, Missionary

December was a great month of ministry
in Fredericksburg. We started with a parade;
no we did not host it but we did participate in
it - and we WON, BIG TIME! And no, I am
not talking about the BEST IN SHOW top
trophy that we took home. I am talking about
the people of Benchmark Baptist Fellowship
uniting together to get ‘er done! In just a
little over 45 days we went from an idea to
the execution of a concept that allowed us to
put the gospel into the hands of nearly 1800
people. We applied to be in the Festival of
Lights parade in the neighboring community
of Bowling Green, a small community that
travels to Fredericksburg for almost every
facet of life. And when they do, they drive
right past our church house! On the gospel
tracts we gave a gift card for anyone that
would bring it to church we offered to give a
free gift to them. Please pray that the people
of Bowling Green would redeem their gift
cards and that we would water the seeds that
were planted.

And then we got a double duty out of the
float! We also used it to “street evangelism”.
We took the float to downtown
Fredericksburg during some of the coldest
nights of December and gave out free hot
cocoa and the gospel. We were able to lead
three young adults to Christ during this
outreach. Although they were from out town,
then now have a home that is out of this world.
Please pray for Allen, Britney and Alex. But
also pray for Rickie, who left without hearing
the gospel and receiving salvation

Julie and I also continue to build our
relations with the current members of the
mission. So, in December, we held a HUGE
Christmas party in our home with almost 30
people from the mission and from our sending
church. Thank you Pastor John and Sister
Sara for coming and bringing others with you.
We appreciate the great fellowship with you
and with First Baptist Church of Kingstowne!

New Life Baptist Mission
Mike Weller , Missionary

We started the new year on a better note than
we finished last year. God is doing some great
things here at New Life. Although we have
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struggled to get growing, we are seeing new
positives that we have not seen since we
opened our doors. God has blessed us the
last four months with a regular flow of first-
time guests and returning guests. We are
excited to see this because God is answering
prayers and we are seeing our efforts pay
off.

We are planning a community service and
outreach event for May 6. We plan to show
our appreciation to first responders in our
area by serving a free meal to our law
enforcement, firefighters, EMS, and
dispatchers.

We are inviting our community to join us
in this effort. In addition to showing our
appreciation, we hope this event will help
make our church more visible in our
community.

We could use your help in this effort. First,
please pray for first responders, and pray that
God would use our efforts for His glory.

Second,  would you help us fund this event?
We have some funds available for this
outreach effort, but we will need to purchase
items for the meal, family-friendly activities,
and gifts for the first responders, among
other things. Any extra offering will be a great
help. Please designate offerings as “First
Responder Day.”

Third, if you are near to us, please consider
giving us a hand by serving with us in this
effort. We continue to pray for the members
of New Life. Some new challenges have
emerged in the past month. A faithful member
had an accident that totaled his truck and
had to spend a couple of days in the hospital.
While there, a catscan showed some causes
of concern. Later tests revealed that he has
the beginning stages of colon cancer. Please
pray for my friend Bob for healing and for
him to make the right decisions regarding
treatment. Please join us as we pray for the
people of New Life that they will continue to
trust God and grow in their faith.

MISIÓN BAUTISTA EMANUEL
Gabriel Sánchez, Missionary
December is the time of the year when the
name of Jesus is remembered and shared
everywhere. At Emanuel the kids get so ex-
cited about practicing the Christmas songs,
poems, and plays. This year Evelyn Amaya

and Trish Medina, two very young ladies
from Emanuel, took over the challenge of
preparing the kids’ Christmas Program. This
is the first time they have done it, and they
did excellent job! Not only that, they enjoyed
doing it so much that have decided to oversee
the kids ministry during this coming year
2017. We give all the glory and all the honor
to our Mighty God. Our group of ladies and
men from the Mission also prepared several
songs to participate in our special Christmas
Service. We con-cluded this service with a
good dinner and fellowship.

THE IMPORTANCE OF HAVING KIDS
PROGRAM : This month of December we
were visited by the Gomez’ family {Hugo,
Erika and their two children}. In their second
Sunday of visit, brother and sister Gomez re-
quested to speak to me about how to become
a members of Emanuel. During this meeting
they informed me that they both have already
been saved and were baptized by a Baptist
church that fellowships with the Southern
Baptist Convention. One of the reason they
came to Emanuel is because our kids program.
They want their kids to have a Bible class, to
be taught kids Christian songs, etc., a program
their previous church did not offer. God’s
willing, next month we will be presenting them
to the Mission for membership

LAND ADQUISITION : In my previous
report I informed you about the need to replat
the lot we are acquiring. Recently we were in-
formed by SEM Services {the company we
contracted for this job} that it will not be until
mid February 2017 when this Plat will be ready.
Please continue praying with us for this work
in progress. We thank God that the seller has
been very gracious with us, and is willing to
wait as long as necessary to execute the
Purchase and Sale Agreement Contract.

Florida Plant
Chuck Fernandez, Missionary

Church planting gives us the opportunity
to write the history of the new Church and
2016 was another historic year for The Florida
Plant. Our sending  church sent Dr. Tim Myers
along with our Co-sponsoring Pastor, Tim
Johnson to help us organize the work in
Brooksville in March, 2016. Since then we
have seen a constant flow of visitors and
had a record high promotion of 102. We have

faced and will continue to face many
challenges but thank you to our many
ministry partners who stand with us
prayerfully and financially as we reach Florida
for Christ.

We saw twenty seven folks make
professions of faith in Christ this year
through the ministries of the Florida Plant.
The Church exists and thrives on reaching
the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ. We
pray many more will come to know Christ.

Twin Lakes Baptist Missions
Gallupps, NM
Jerry Baker, Missionary

It seems that one outreach project doesn’t
hardly end before it’s time to begin the next
one on the list. With a successful Christmas
project for Navajo children being “wrapped”
up in December, January dictated that we
begin focusing on the summer VBS ministry.
For those to whom we have promised
pictures and/or videos of the Christmas
project, please be patient with this committee
of two for at times the outreach ministries
coupled with the responsibilities of
preaching, teaching and leading can become
a bit overwhelming.

The summer ministry calendar is just about
booked up with 6 different church teams
scheduled for VBS sessions in 6 different
communities, all in the month of July! We
always look forward to the summer ministry,
not only for the opportunities to see Christ
shared with hundreds of Navajo children, but
also for the fellowship we enjoy after a long,
cold winter!

Upon our return to the field last year Connie
took on a new position, that of teaching the
younger children in SS. Previously she had
taught 4th-6th graders but felt it was time to
give the other teacher a break which led to
the two ladies swapping age groups. Our SS
attendance is way down this year, both in
the adult class and the children’s classes.
We’re praying that one of our members will
volunteer to drive the church van so that
more will have the opportunity to hear of the
saving grace of Jesus Christ. Would you pray
with us that someone will help out by taking
on that job?
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Business Manager
Report

Wayne Sewell

January is already gone.  It passed so quickly. I am amazed at how time seems to be flying by.  It should
remind us to use the time wisely.  Ecclesiastes 3:1 declares, “To every thing there is a season, and a time
to every purpose under heaven.”  Colossians 4:5 states, “Walk in wisdom toward them that are without,
redeeming the time.”  May we make a conscious effort to use our time and opportunities wisely this year.

The Vacation Bible School curriculum is ready.  Please order your sample kits very soon.  If you are
planning on attending the seminar in Texarkana, it would be great to order those sample kits early and
share with the teachers and staff that will be attending the seminar.  They will have a head start on
preparation.  Vacation Bible School is one of the most effective outreaches that a local church can do in
a community.  Use your time wisely regarding Vacation Bible School preparation.

We are replacing the second large air conditioner in the print shop.  The first one went out early last
spring.  The second one went out in the fall.  This unit will be placed outside and ducted into the print
shop.  That will save floor space.  The duct work and the return air vent is all that will be inside the
building.  A concrete pad will be poured outside to set the unit.  The work should be completed in early
March.  The old unit was installed when the building was built in 1972.  It has lasted 44 years.

The book, “Defense of the Faith,” by Albert Garner has just been reprinted.  To help keep the price of the
book lower, it was printed in house in paperback and perfect bound for the first time.  It has a fresh new
cover.  The ISBN is: 0892114517 and the price is  $9.99.  This would be a great opportunity to put this
classic in your library or to give a copy to a friend or family member.

This month I want to share a Bible that preachers might enjoy.  It is the Classic Note Takers  Bible.  Every
other page in this Bible is blank.  It permits a pastor to put his sermon outline on a page or a serious Bible
student to add notes near the Scripture being studied.  It is bound in genuine leather and a black letter Bible
only.  The ISBN is:  Anchor 1.  The price is $79.95.

The J. Vernon McGee commentary series has gone on sale for $5.00 per book.  These paperback
commentaries cover the entire Bible.  They are regularly $8.99 each, but for a limited time you can
purchase any of the series for $5.00 each.  This would be a great time to finish your set or to fill in any
missing volumes.  You could even start your set while the special pricing is in place.  Please call
1.800.264.2482 or the store direct at 903.793.5111.  Take this opportunity to purchase “Thru The Bible
Commentary Series” for $5.00 per book in the paperback series.
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Kyle Elkins
Business Mananger

Many exciting things are happening at Bogard Press. In January, the opportunity arose to introduce the literature

to hundreds of pastors and churches. Prayerfully, this will continue to bring positive results for months to come.

February finds the Editorial Department focused on several projects. The first week of February means that all

summer 2017 curriculum items are due to be in the print shop. Did you know that every three months the Editorial

Department produces seventy curriculum books to be printed? When you add covers for most items and visuals for

children of all ages, you begin to see the scope of what takes place to provide churches not only doctrinally sound

literature but visually attractive literature as well.

February also means production for Vacation Bible School for 2018 is underway. Student and teacher books are

arriving and going into production. Skit books, game books and craft books are being read for accuracy. Decoration

ideas are being designed and going to press. There are over fifty different books that the print shop prints for VBS.

This does not count all items that must be designed and sent out for printing.

February also means the Bogard Press Curriculum Conference is near. New stretch banners and decorative

displays are being printed or built. Items are being ordered to help promote the VBS material. The opportunity to

introduce the new VBS material always generates anticipation as this conference has become one of the highlights of

the year.

Do you like to download digital books into your smart devices and e-Readers? We have been uploading books in

PDF format for you to download. Recently, we added Christian Doctrine by Ray O. Brooks. This has been a popular

printed book for many years. This book has been available as a PDF download. What is new about this download is

now you can type your answers directly into the downloaded PDF.

J.W. Griffith wrote several excellent Old Testament commentaries. PDFs of these books are now available online

for purchase and downloading. Many other digital books have been placed on www.bogardstore.org website for you

to purchase and download. Check out the website often as more books will be added in the coming months.

The book Total Hereditary Depravity by Ben Bogard has recently been put in digital format and is ready to

download. This is an important doctrine considering today’s religious climate. Bogard states in his book, “To fail at this

point is like a surveyor failing to get the right starting point in the survey of a plot of land. The surveyor must start at

the right place or the whole survey will be wrong.” This book is provided as a download only.

Bogard Press continues to reprint books as supplies get low. One book recently reprinted is Garner’s Defense of

the Faith. Now in paperback, this book should be on every Bible student’s bookshelf.

The Bogard Press app has recently been upgraded. The upgrade makes it possible for the book you are reading to

open at the page where you left off. If there is a feature you would like to see added to the app, let us know.

Pray for the writers of the curriculum, and pray for the staff of the Editorial Department as we work together

to produce the material.
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FINANCIAL REPORT
WEST FLORIDA BAPTIST INSTITUTE

OCTOBER/NOVEMBER 2016

EXPENSES:
Utilities $  1,737.73
Misc.   5,029.22
Insurance -0-
Instruction 6,981.51

TOTAL EXPENSE $13,748.46 $13,748.46
NEW BALANCE $  14,977.02

BOOKSTORE FUND
BALANCE BROUGHT FORWARD $  -1,669.45
Income:

Bookstore Sales $  6,789.90
Press Sales        1,740.01

Contributions
Pinehaven 100.00
O’Leno BC 150.00
Galilee BC 30.00
Landmark (Pensacola) 40.00

Total Income $8,849.91  $ 8,849.91
TOTAL AVAILABLE $ 7,180.46

Expenses:
Utilities $957.86
Postage $407.01
Books 1,511.98
Supplies  $4,150.22
TOTAL EXPENSES       $7,027.07 $ 7,027.07
NEW BALANCE $   153.39

GENERAL FUND BALANCE  $14,977.02
BOOKSTORE FUND BALANCE     $   153.39

GENERAL FUND
BALANCE BROUGHT FORWARD $20,536.96
INCOME:
 ALABAMA
Magnolia Springs BC -Theodore, AL 150.00
BaptistChapel BC -Grand Bay, AL 300.00
Baumhauer Rd. -Theodore, AL 100.00
Schillinger Rd. -Mobile, AL 50.00
 GEORGIA
Northside, BC -Vienna, GA 200.00
Traders Hill -Folkston, GA 70.00
 FLORIDA
Galilee MBC -Milton, FL 40.00
Bethel BC -Milton, FL 205.00
Okeechobee BC -Okeechobee, FL 135.52
Calvary BC -Panama City, Fl 100.00
Landmark BC -Pensacola, FL 110.00
Landmark BC -Madison, FL 200.00
Mics:
Kitchen Sales -Pensacola, FL 40.00
 TOTAL $1,706.52
  DESIGNATED FUNDS:H.H.Strickland
Baptist Chapel -Grand Bay,AL 700.00
Eastern Avenue -St.Cloud,FL 600.00
Frankfort BC -Russellville, AL 220.00
Charles Glenn -Traskwood, AR 100.00
Galilee BC -Milton, FL 150.00
Newark BC -Elkton,MD 200.00
Cumberland Cove BC -Monterey,TN 50.00
Johnsontown BC -Hedgseville,WV 500.00
  TOTAL $ 2,500.00
  COMMITTEE OF 100
Terry Alexander -Pensacola, FL 20.00

$20.00
TUITION/REGISTRATION
Registration $    50.00
Tuition $ 3,942.00
TOTAL INCOME 8,188.52 $8,188.52
TOTAL AVAILABLE             $28,725.48

Landmark Baptist Churchch
Landmark Baptist Church of Dothan, AL, in the tri-state area of
southeast Alabama known as “The Wiregrass” is currently seek-
ing the Pastor God has already chosen to fill this vacancy. Only
God called men who meet all  the qualification of 1Tim. and Titus,
who adhere to Missionary Baptist Doctrine, who are in fellow-
ship with the American Baptist Association and who preach and
teach only from the KJV are encouraged to send resumes via
email to Landmark Baptist Church pulpit committee persons.
Chris Parrish  - clparrish16@comcast. net 334-701-3918
Ken Dunn drkens@graceba.net  334-791-9479; 800-773-4555

CHURCHES SEEKING A PASTOR

Our church is currently looking for a pastor and we were hop-
ing to be able to place an advertisement in your publication.
Could you please tell me if it is possible and if so, the contact
information of the person/department that I would need to con-
tact.
Thank you in advance for your help!
Christi Merritt, Secretary

Northside Missionary Baptist Church, (352) 629-1880

SPANISH-SPEAKING MISSIONARY NEEDED
     We are seeking a Spanish-speaking Missionary for our His-
panic Mission in Tulsa, Oklahoma.  There are many Spanish-
speaking people in this area and we want to reach them with the
gospel of Jesus Christ.  The man would need to speak at least
some English, be sound in Missionary Baptist doctrine and be a
U.S. citizen.  If the Lord impresses upon you to contact us you
may call, write or e-mail us.  Rose Lawn Missionary Baptist Church
6610 East Latimer Place    Tulsa, OK   74115    Church: 918-836-2790
Pastor: 918-224-4393    E-mail: rmcveigh@cox.net.   Please pray for
us.   Thank you.

Pilgrim Baptist Church is seeking a Pastor.  The Pastor has to be
Mission minded and believe the King James Bible is the only true and
living word.  Must adhere to the churches’ doctrines, covenant, rules
and regulations.  We are a small, loving congregation.  The pastor
would have to be employed.  Only God called, God fearing, mission
minded, soul saving men who preach and teach from the KJV are
encourage to send resume via email to kjones6443@bellsouth.net
along with recent photo.
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Publication
wfbi News is published each month

except July by the West Florida Baptist
Institute and is owned solely by the West
Florida Baptist Institute.

Subscription is free and a copy may
be obtained by writing, e-mailing or call-

ing the office of WFBI. To  be placed on
the mailing list, simply call, write or email:1-
800-455-9324, 1-850-455-4417 or 1-850-455-
7474 (fax). E-Mail at wfbi2@yahoo.com or
sign up online at www.wfbi.net.

Articles should be in the office no
later than the 10th of the month so that
they might be included in that months
edition. Mission reports are alternated so
that all may have the opportunity to be
published.

H.H. Strickland; editor

PRINTING NEWS

Printing News:
Work in the shop has been somewhat

limited for the last month. My wife had
complete knee replacement and it lim-
ited me on how much work I could do.
Much of my time had to be spent taking
care of her. I was thankful that school
was out for the semester break and that
gave me time to help her. However, we
are back trying to catch up on some much
needed productions.

Over the semester break, I was able
to pick up a used press just outside Bir-
mingham, AL. I have not had the time to
put it into place but it is on the floor. Bro.
John Swan traveled with me and was a
tremendous help. We were really con-
cerned that my little trailer would not
make the trip. I really got concerned
when the press was set down on the

trailer and the tires almost touched the
fenders. I did not realize that it was go-
ing to be that heavy. However, we got
some air in the tires and brought it on
home. Unloading was not nearly as much
of a problem as loading. It simply backed
up to the dock and rolled it off with the
help of a pallet jack.

New Productions:
We are currently working on a new

Spanish production.  The book on the
Tabernacle, written by Dr. Bobby
Sparks, was translated into Spanish and
is now off the press. We have a lot of
work to do yet before it is ready but the
process is moving forward. It should be
finished before the month is out.

At this time, there are three more
books that are in the works for produc-
tion. Two of these were written by Dr.
David Gonnella and one was written by
Dr. Glenn Davenport. The two books by
Dr. Gonnella will become a part of our

teaching curriculum.  The book by Dr.
Davenport will be produced for him.

As you might have noticed, due to the
pressures of producing the WFBI News,
we have gone to a by-monthly schedule.
The cost has risen so much that it was
nearing $500.00 per month. We do not
sell subscriptions because we felt that it
is important to keep the ministry of WFBI
before as many people as possible. The
cost of postage has risen considerably,
especially those that we send to other
countries.
Thanks:

I would thank all the missionaries and
ministries that send in reports so that we
can pass them onto our readers. Some
of the reports that we receive are diffi-
cult to retrieve because of their layout.
However, I do the best I can to put as
many reports as possible in the paper.

Thanks for your continued support and
I ask that you continue to pray for us all.


