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ABA TO MEET IN SPRINGFIELD

  The Spring
semester for
2015 will be
completed by
the time you
receive this
edition of WfBI
News.  The
g r a d u a t i o n
services will

be hosted by the Greater First Baptist
Church of Cantonment, Fl., Bro. Kenneth
Jessie is the pastor. They have been
gracious to extend an invitation for us to
come. They have a very adequate facility
and we are looking forward to being with
them. There are scheduled to be five
students to receive degrees this year.
These students have dedicated
themselves to a constant study of the
Word of God and have achieved a
milestone in their Christian education
process.

There are some major changes that will
take place as this semester comes to a
close. One of the most faithful staff
members I have had the privilege to
working with has resigned because of the

health problems. He will surely be missed.
Dr. Rogers went above and beyond in his
work here at the school. He was a student,
teacher and finance office. He was a man
that I could depend upon and go to with
any problem that I had and I knew that what
we discussed would stay there. He was a
trusted staff member for WFBI.

Also, beginning on May 18, 2015, another
change is being made. An eight-week
summer program is being introduced and
implemented.  The teachers are already
committed to the program and there are
several students that have already enrolled.
While I will not be a part of the operation, I
will be here part of the time to help in needed.
How gratifying it is to see men who come
up through our program here having a desire
to continue through the classroom. There
is no better way to ensure that the doctrines
that we hold dear will be taught long after
we are gone. I have a tremendous amount
of confidence in these men and I have
encouraged them in their participation.

We are still in need for a church here in
Florida to become a cosponsor for the
school. We are a Florida Corporation and
our sponsoring church is located in
Alabama. I really do not want to do anything
that would cause us a problem with the state.
Since Spanish Trail has disbanded, it has
left us without a cosponsor.

The monthly support for the school
continues to decline.  I am not sure why,
but is has. The “Committee of 100" has
really been a tremendous help in funding.
For the past three months, this has saved
us financially. It appears at this point that,
the need to raise tuition will be necessary.
This addition $5.00 per semester hour will
take effect for the summer session.  The
one thing that we do not desire and that is
to make the tuition so high that some
students cannot afford to come. However,
when our costs are compared to other
school in our area, we are by far the lowest
in tuition cost. In some areas, this actually
hurts us because people think that they
get a lesser education when it cost so little.
Education is never based upon cost, but
the value to the instructors, the things that
are being taught and the people behind
the particular school.

Thank you so much for your continual
support of this ministry. Support should
never be based upon personality but upon
the ministry itself. When I listen to the men
that have graduated from WFBI preach the
Word of God, it makes me proud of what is
being done through this ministry.

May the Lord richly bless you all.

The national association meeting
will be in Springfield, IL June 22-15,
2015. The Springfield Hilton Hotel and
the President Abraham Lincoln
Doubletree Hotel will serve as co-
headquarters hotels. Rates are $99
plus tax for the Springfield Hilton. Tate
for the President Abraham Lincoln

Hotel in $94 plus tax. Each room re-
served will be charged one night deposit
at the time of booking that is nonrefund-
able. To receive the ABA special rate
there is a 3 night minimum. The mes-
sengers assembly and exhibits will be
held in the main hall of the Prairie Capi-
tol Convention Center.

   I invite everyone to come by
booths number 100/101 and visit our
display. We will have many of the pro-
ductions both in English and Span-
ish. We will be looking forward to
visiting with many of you in Spring-
field.

SPECIAL INVITATION
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By: Loretta Pritchett
lorettapritchett@yahoo.com

From a

Woman’s PointWoman’s PointWoman’s PointWoman’s PointWoman’s Point
of View

Philosophy of
Religion

Happy Mother’s Day

Mother’s Day is a special day in May when
we remember our Mothers and celebrate
their labor of love over the years.

In the fifties there was a TV show called “I
Remember Mama”.  It was a show that
reflected back in time of this family and
things that their Mama taught them and
did for them when they were young.

Today I often wonder if anyone can recall
as many special moments they have had
with their Mother as I do.

My Mother had to work and the special
times we shared were few, but always
moments of laughter and surprises.

I recall one year at Christmas time my mother
worked overtime so she could buy me a
Mutton coat.  Many of my friends owned
one of these coats and I wanted one as
well.  Because of the cost my Mother would
say I am not sure I can get you one.  But
she would try.

Christmas came and my Mom said she
wasn’t able to get me the coat I wanted;
she just didn’t want me to think she had

one waiting for me.  What she didn’t say in
that conversation was “she couldn’t buy
one like all my friends.

The coat she bought was a totally different
color, and much prettier then the old black
or dark brown ones everyone had.

Of course as I opened my gifts on Christmas
morning, I opened one with a beautiful Silver
and Gray Mutton inside.  It was the most
beautiful coat I had ever seen.  I didn’t care
that it wasn’t like everyone else’s, as it was
my favorite color’s.

Also along with this beautiful coat, she had
bought a purse and shoes in the same color
and design as the coat.  I was one happy
young lady.

This Mother’s day when you give your
Mom her gift, try and recall all the wonderful
things she has done for you over the years.
If your Mom has gone on to be with the
Lord, thank Him for having given you the
most precious and wonderful Mom in the
world.

Happy Mother’s Day!

One of the questions that continually
comes up when a discussion on Philosophy
of religion takes place is, how does one
determine what is truth? The writer states,
“The conclusion we reached (in the
discussion on “The Origin of Religion”),
was that the origin of an idea has no bearing
on the truth of an idea. Physiological,
sociological, or economic motivations for
having a religion are interesting to explore,
but they do not touch the epistemological
question of whether any of the claims of
religion are true.”

It is most interesting to observe one part
of the quote above.  That part which states
“the origin of an idea” If the premise is that
no idea is true because of its origin than no
can really determine truth at all. This would

certainly be true for the one who believes
such a statement.

There is a marketed difference between
a lie and the truth. A statement cannot be
both. Either the idea is true or it is not. It
cannot be both ways.

If this principle were being applied to a
statement such as “there is no God.”  The
determination would then rest upon the
one who made the statement rather than
whether or not the statement is true. A liar
can make a true statement and one who
seeks to speak the truth can issue a lie.

Satan almost never speaks the truth but
there are occasions where he does. For
instance, when he spoke to Eve in the
Garden, he spoke the truth, at least part of
the truth. When Jesus confronted the
demon spirits, they spoke the truth when
they recognized Him as the Son of God.
Was their statement true because they
spoke it or was what they said true? It
would not have mattered who or what
made such a statement regarding Jesus, it
would have been the truth. Truth does not
depend upon who says it, but it depends
upon whether or not it is true.

When an unbeliever says there is no
God, he expects people to believe the
statement simply because of who made the
statement. How ironic it is that the demons
can recognize that there are a God and
these, so called educated men, deny that
He exist. In other words, the demons are
smarter than the unbeliever. The demons
know that there is a God and they testify
to that truth.

Truth is not based upon who makes a
statement. Truth is based upon a principle.
Principles do not change. Men change and
their ideas change but principles do not
change.  The ironic thing about this whole
matter can be understood through what
Jesus spoke, “Ye shall know the truth and
the truth shall make you free.” Unbelievers
are no willing to accept the truth. Therefore,
they do not know the truth and when the
truth is rejected so is the freedom that it
brings. Unbelievers are a slave to their own
conceit. Even when the man, who is said
to be the world’s smartest, denies that there
is a God, makes him dumber than the
demons. He maybe knowledgeable about
many things, but he is ignorant about truth.
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David E. Gonnella, Faculty

NOW IS THE TIME

A great opportunity awaits you, if you are within driving
distance of WFBI.  You can obtain your Bachelor’s Master’s or
Doctorate in Theology beginning with the Fall Semester.
     Perhaps you are a high school graduate who has felt the call
of God to the ministry.  Or perhaps you are a pastor or church
staff member who would like to further his education.  Or just
maybe you are a church member who would like to learn more
about the Bible in a concentrated study.  In any case, we offer
the opportunity to achieve your goals as concerns a Biblical
education.
     Some of the courses offered this Fall are: The Great Doctrinal
Epistles, Pre-Exile Prophets, Church History, General Epistles,
The Writings of John, Biblical Figures of Speech, The Prison
Epistles, English, Defense of the Faith, The Apocalypse, Bible
Analysis, The Wanderings, Pastoral Epistles, Early Church Ex-
pansion, The Synoptic Gospels, Systematic Theology
(Ecclesiology and Eschatology), The Bible by the Ages, Life of
Paul, and The Beginnings.  It would be a rare Christian who
could not find something interesting in that list.
     We have daytime and nighttime classes, and you can take

either a full-time schedule or part-time.  If you are not inter-
ested in a degree, you can audit any or all classes.
     Pastors: how about this idea?  Why don’t you work to-
wards an advanced degree and bring some of your men with
you to take courses that interest them.  That way, while you
are furthering your education some of your best men in the
church can be learning how to become more useful in church
ministry.  The added benefit to this is that you will grow in
the esteem of your men as they see you seriously seeking to
advance your knowledge in the Scriptures.  Of course, the
additional fellowship you will have with your men traveling
to and from classes will help knit your hearts together.
     By the way, as we have said in our previous articles, our
faculty is not only qualified, but experienced.  Many of our
faculty have their doctorates, and many teach from textbooks
they themselves have written.  In addition, they are experi-
enced in the ministry - they can teach, not theory, but what
they have done.
     Contact the seminary office for more information.  Your
opportunity awaits.  I hope you will take full advantage of it.

GRADUATION
MAY 8, 2015

Host: Greater First Baptist Church
591 Booker St.

Cantonment, FL
Kenneth Jessie, Pastor

Dr. David Gonnella, Speaker
Pastor: Magnolia Springs Baptist

Church
Theodore, AL

Church is located on the corner of
Booker and Hwy 297-A

Refreshments served following
the services.

Music by the church choir

TO A.B.A. CHURCHES
On May 18, 19, 2015, the annual pre-associational

meeting of the Standing Missionary Committee will be
held at Northern Hills Baptist Church n Texarkana,
Ar. They will review the missionary recommendation
forms that serve as a basis for presenting a
recommended list of missionaries and missionary
helpers to our church messengers when we meet in
Springfield, IL, June 23-25. These 25 men have
volunteered time away from their churches, ministries
and families to serve us, and they receive no
compensation for their valuable assistance to our
associational work.

It takes approximately $12,000.00 for those men to
travel from all over the U.S. and Mexico to meet in
Texarkana to serve us. Please receive a special offering
from your church and send it to the office of Secretary-
Treasurer of Missions, P.O. Box 1050, Texarkana, TX
75501-1050 and designate it “Missionary Committee
Travel Expense Fund.”
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Glen Davenport

ONCE IN A LIFETIME

INTRODUCTION:
A.  Judas Iscariot was the only one of the twelve
apostles who was not a Galilean. It is believed
that his name or title was derived from some
Hebrew words which mean ‘man from Kerioth’
(ish-kerioth)
B. Judas seems to have been business minded
and aspired to become the treasurer for the twelve
and possibly for the kingdom of which John and
Jesus preached.
C.  His hopes for becoming great in the kingdom
were dashed as Jesus revealed that He knew
some of His disciples were not saved. (John 6:64-
71)

64 But there are some of you that believe not. For
Jesus knew from the beginning who they were that
believed not, and who should betray him.

65 And he said, Therefore said I unto you, that no
man can come unto me, except it were given unto
him of my Father.

66 From that time many of his disciples went
back, and walked no more with him.

67 Then said Jesus unto the twelve, Will ye also
go away?

68 Then Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to
whom shall we go? thou hast the words of eternal
life.

69 And we believe and are sure that thou art that
Christ, the Son of the living God.

70 Jesus answered them, Have not I chosen you
twelve, and one of you is a devil?

71 He spake of Judas Iscariot the son of Simon:
for he it was that should betray him, being one of the
twelve.
 

D.  Judas had a great and wonderful opportunity to
know the Lord well. It was a ‘once-in-a-lifetime’
deal.
1.  He had the best of environment - surrounded by
Jesus and the other Apostles.
2.  He went terribly wrong in spite of those
advantages.
3.  He allowed the devil to enter into his heart and

take over his life.
a.  Luke 22:3 Then entered Satan into
Judas surnamed Iscariot, being of the
number of the twelve.
b.  John 13:2 And supper being ended, the
devil having now put into the heart of
Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, to betray him;
c.    John 13:27 And after the sop Satan
entered into him. Then said Jesus unto
him, That thou doest, do quickly.

4.   In the end he fell under the power of the devil
and he listened to his suggestions.

E.  Judas may have been aroused some during Jesus’
Palm-Sunday entrance into Jerusalem but the wind
left his sail in Jesus’ Olivet discourse when Jesus

spoke of the coming kingdom.
E.  Judas harshly objected to Mary of Bethany
anointing the feet of Jesus with the costly spikenard.
Jesus rebuked him sharply for his comments. This
was ‘the straw that broke the camel’s back’. Judas
left immediately and arranged to betray Jesus into
the hands of wicked men.
F.   Judas took money from the priests as payment
for His betrayal.
G.  Judas gave the money back to the priest. He
went and hanged himself. The Scripture says he went
to his own place,
 



West Florida Baptist News May 2015

5

ANNOUNCEMENT

H.   It was a ONCE IN A LIFETIME opportunity
for Judas.  Come to think of it, you and I have a
once in a lifetime opportunity too. We must make it
count for eternal life.

 
I.     Be Sure You Cannot Save Yourself. And Your Sins
        Will Find You Out.
 II.  Submit Your Heart To The Only One Who Can
      Save You.

 III. Accept Jesus’ Rebukes For You Sins And Repent.
 IV.  Take Advantage Of This Once In A Lifetime
        Opportunity.
 
Conclusion: Life is short.

Our days are numbered.
Judgment is coming.
Eternity is not far away.
The day of salvation is today.

Seminario Bautista J.L. Mitchell
Graduation 2015

Five men and two women are the 2015 graduates of Seminario
Bautista J. L. Mitchell in Saltillo, Mexico this May 8, 2015. The
seminary started in 2003 one year after the death of Bro. L. L.
Mitchell to honor his missionary service in Mexico. Bro. Lucio
Rodriguez is the director and Dr. Marci Mitchell serves as
treasurer. Bro. Rodriguez and Marci Mitchell served in the Mexican
Baptist Institute in McAllen, Texas and Reynosa, Mexico for 25
plus years. The seminary is located two hours away from Reynosa
in the neighboring state of Coahuila.

Bro. Rodriguez has been active in the ABA work in Mexico
since he met Bro. Mitchell in the 1960s and has been active in
ABA work since then. Bro. Mitchell was an active member of the
ABA missionary committee when he became a missionary in Costa
Rica and later Mexico.

We covet your prayers for these graduates as they prepare to
minister in different states in Mexico. All the students in the
seminary are encouraged to work while they study; the minimum
wage in Mexico is $50 weekly and it is difficult for missions and
churches to support their pastors full time. The seminary in Saltillo
is operating on a monthly offering of $800 which pays a love
offering to the teachers, utilities and rent for some of the students.
If you would like to support one of these graduates in the works
they are already active in or the seminary that is providing laborers
to the field please contact Bro. Lucio Rodriguez in Saltillo at
011528444125187 or Dr. Marci Mitchell at 956-776-9418; Ebenezer
Church in Saltillo and First Missionary Baptist Church in McAllen
are the sponsoring churches. We thank our brothers and sisters
in Christ who contribute to this worthy effort. Mexico is
experiencing a terrible crisis because of the drug trade and the
only hope for peace is Jesus. Dios les bendiga!

Hermana buen dia aquí le mando las fotos que usted necesita
de los graduados. La primera es de los graduados que son 7 Los
hermanos que se gradúan son: Mario Lizárraga de Mérida Yucatán
Daniel Gámez Pinal de Ciudad Acuña Coahuila

Hno Arturo y su esposa hna Tania de Ramos Arizpe Coahuila
Junto con ellos la hermana Norma de Ramos Arizpe  de la misma
iglesia que los hermanos; son de la iglesia Bautista manantial
Hno Antonio Monsivais de san Luis Potosí .saludos hermana
Dios le bendiga y sigan orando por nosotros para que todo salga
bien el dia de la graduación. Estamos en una librería comprando
las biblias para los graduados.
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SELLERS REPORT

MISSION NEWS AND VIEWS

Germany
Hans Fraund,
Missionary

FOREIGN
MISSIONS

BEGINNING BALANCE $ 866,874.64
RECEIPTS:
Interstate Salaries    $ 56,862.57
Foreign & National Salaries  50,630.91
Designated   38,352.78
Undesignated  26,861.89
TOTAL RECEIVED  $ 172,708.15
BALANCE FOR SALARIES

$ 1,039,582.79
DISBURSEMENTS:
Interstate Salaries $ 82,838.28
Foreign Salaries  10,758.14
National Salaries 40,231.10
Designated 38,352.78
Salaries & Expenses of

Sec.-Treas. Office
Office Salaries 12,599.06
Sec.-Treas. Travel 540.34
General Office 1,483.67
Automobile Expense 92.21
Postage     - N//V 3,583.35
Postage -April 600.00
Postaage N/V 1,180.70
BSSC - Printing N/V 2,710.25

$ 19,206.23
TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS   $ 191,386.53
BALANCE FORWARD $848,196.26
Deficit (April): ($18,678.38)

Bryan Sellers

Secretary/Trea-
surer Missions

One day as Jesus walked by the Sea of
Galilee, He saw two men, Simon called Pe-
ter, and Andrew, his brother. They were fish-
ermen. Jesus said to them, “Follow me, and
I will make you fishers of men.” “I will make”
means to endow a certain quality on some-
thing or someone, to qualify! Soul winners
are made, not born. To be an effective wit-
ness, you must be taught, trained and mo-
tivated by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Jesus took three years to teach and train
His disciples in the art of soul wining. Im-
mediately before He ascended into heaven,
He instructed them, “But ye shall receive
power after that the Holy Ghost has come
upon you; and ye shall be witnesses unto
me...: Acts 1:8

Any believer who will acquire the know-
how can be an effective soul winner. We
can be up to date on all the modern tech-
niques of soul winning and able to quote
the necessary scriptures without a flaw;
but if we don’t evangelize in the power of
the Holy Spirit, our soul winning efforts
will be ineffective. Let us pray for our
churches and missionaries that we will be
filled with the Holy Spirit of power as we
carry the gospel of Jesus Christ to a lost
world.

This month the missionaries reported
2,021 professions of faith and 534 baptisms.
To God be the glory, Great things He has
done!
Please pray for the Standing Missionary
Committee as we convene May 18, 19 at
Northern Hills Baptist Church in Texarkana,
AR to review the Missionary Recommen-
dation Forms. May the Lord continue to
bless our associated work as we remain
faithful to His Commission.

We had a great revival service at
Zweibrücken Germany . Many Christians
rededicated their lives. I spoke on the great
calling of us to be salt and light in a secular

world and society. Many came forward. One
of them was an active politician.

He said, even so most leaders of modern
nations are now no more Christians,
regardless we must pray for them.

May the Lord grant in His mercy that
your country America this time will be
getting a true Christian to lead your country
as it was founded and meant to be: One
nation under God! For this we will pray.

Colombia, SA
Monterry Baptist Mission
Carlos Julio Mendoza, Missionary

Pictured is the temple which has Sunday
school rooms for all ages and is ready to

be dedicated for the services of our Lord
God.  The congregation is so thankful to
God and to all the churches of the ABA
who helped us with your prayers and
financial support.  Because of you and your
love for the Lord’s mission work, we were
able to build this temple for the Lord God.
We will congregate and continue to grow
in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord
and savior Jesus Christ.  2 Peter 3:18

The temple dedication service will be
held May 16th and 17th.  Bro. R. Ledford,
the pastor of Landmark BC our co-
sponsoring church in Madison Fl., will
preach the messages for the dedication
services.  Bro. Gilberto Pinzon will be the
interpreter from English to Spanish.  Bro.
Pinzon is a missionary in the city of Bogota.
Also, our sponsoring Pastor Bro. Gelves
from Grace MBC of Bogota, Colombia will
be present in the dedication services.  We
are extending an invitation to all the pastors
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and members of the churches of the ABA
to this dedication service of the Lord’s
Temple.  Please keep us in your prayers.
We are announcing the dedication of the
temple on the radio and preaching to them
the plan of salvation of their soul.  We are
hoping and praying that listeners will come
to hear the message from God’s Holy Word.
   We appreciate so much your prayers and
continued financial support for my
ministry and the Monterrey Mission work.
May God bless Pastor Bro. H.H.
STRICKLAND and FAMILY the West
Florida Baptist Institute.

Philippins
Jeremy Ferguson

Thanks for visiting and allowing us to
introduce ourselves! We are Jeremy,
Kristine, and Joshua Ferguson,
missionaries to the country of the
Philippines. Jeremy was born in
Gainesville, Florida in 1977 and lived there
until six years old. Then he moved to South
Florida where he spent most of his life
growing up. Jeremy spent his high school
years in Ocala, Florida and his college
years in Gainesville at The University of
Florida.

Not long after graduating in the summer
of 1999 with a BS in Computer Sciences
Jeremy came to know Jesus Christ as
Savior. At the time he was working as a

computer programmer in Alachua, Florida
and the Lord led him to Highland
Missionary Baptist Church, in Gainesville,
Florida, where he began serving Him in
several capacities. At Highland, the Lord
blessed him with a wonderful opportunity
to study the Bible through Faith Bible
Institute, a three year, through-the-Bible
Institute from which he graduated with a
Bible college diploma. The Lord also gave
Jeremy the opportunity to preach at
Highland on a regular basis (thanks Pastor
Rick for sharing the pulpit every third
Wednesday night of the month!) which was
an incredible blessing! Jeremy also served
the Lord there through an inner city
outreach that continues to bring glory to
God to this day!

When Jeremy was called to mission work
in the Philippines he quit his computer
programming job, sold his belongings, and
got on a plane within three months and has
since been in the Philippines for over 11
years straight ever since. Jeremy and
Kristine (a Filipina from the province of
Pampanga) met in the Philippines and were
married on July 17, 2004. On September 1,
2005, Kristine gave birth to our first child,
Joshua.

What Are We Doing?  We are busy
serving the Lord as missionaries on the
islands of the Philippines sharing the Good
News of Jesus Christ. The Philippines is a
land occupied by millions of lost people,
dying without Jesus Christ, and currently
we are on the island of Luzon. You can read
about everything happening in the ministry
here by visiting our “Mission Reports”
page.

We are located in the province of
Pampanga where the first Church we’ve
planted has a Bible College, has planted
two other churches in Nueva Ecija and in
Porac with the Aeta tribal people, and even
supports foreign mission works. Our
church in Pampanga is currently seeing 200
in attendance while our church in Nueva
Ecija is seeing 40 and our church in Porac
is seeing 50. If you have any questions in
regards to our ministry work here please e-
mail us, we will be happy to respond.

If you are interested in offering financial
support you can call our home Church,
Highland Missionary Baptist Church, at
(352) 373-2138 or you can directly send a
tax-deductible gift to:

Attn: Jeremy Ferguson Missions
Highland Missionary Baptist Church
PO Box 140272
Gainesville, FL 32614

Thailand
David Leak, Missionary

Thank you always, to the Churches and
individuals that support me-may the Lord
bless you richly for your kindness to me!
Sometimes there are extenuating
circumstances that keep my report from
reaching some of you in a timely manner;
for those times I do apologize, & ask you
to please bear with me & the Church Office.
At times, life happens to each of us; myself,
the Church Office, & staff are not exempt.
If you would please; I would ask you to go
to the ABA News website; there you can
view my report even before it reaches you
as a hard copy. The website address is:
http://www.abanews.info May I ask you to
assist me in this matter; as well as the
Church Office, & staff, please? Again; if
there are ever any questions or anyone
would like to receive an e-mailed report from
me, please contact me at any of the several
options listed at the end of each of my
reports. Thank you so much for your kind
consideration. I would also like to thank
the Westwood Office staff for being such a
great Church staff! Thank you Sister Casey
& Sister Shoffner for all you do behind the
scenes!

English Classes: During the months of
March & April, I began to teach some other
English classes. I am teaching Khun Joe
and others an hour before a Friday evening
Bible Study cell group at a Church
member’s house in a nearby village. I have
also begun a Sunday afternoon English
class at the Church building after AM
Worship and lunch. During the week; on
Tuesday & Thursday, I teach English to 2
Thai kids, ages 11 & 12. They are brother &
sister; their names are: Brad & Jubilee. Their
Mom & Dad are believers in another
Church here in Chiang Mai. Their Mom
answered an online ad I placed in a local
Church’s online classifieds service & for
that opportunity, I am grateful. These
classes will assist me in fulfilling the
requirements of the H2H Foundation to
stay in Thailand. Please keep me in your
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prayers as this schedule is really
demanding along with Thai language
classes. Since my schedule is somewhat
settled; I plan on hiring a Private Tutor
soon, as well. Those classes will be on
Tuesday & Thursday mornings from 9-12,
before my 1-3 PM Thai classes. I teach the
2 Thai kids from 3:30-5PM the same days.
I also ask you to please continue to pray
for me about my need for additional
support; in order to purchase a much
needed vehicle; that the Lord will intervene
& provide in accordance with His Will.

Southeast Asia Missions
Jared Gaboriault, Missionary

 The first day of the month, we found
ourselves at the Chiang Mai Immigration
building trying to get Luke’s visa added
to ours for another year in Thailand. Praise
the Lord, we received his visa without any
major difficulty. We do ask that you keep
all of the missionaries of Thailand in prayer,
as the process of submitting paperwork
and the approval stage can be quite
difficult, and the laws regarding these
documents seem to change with little to
no warning.

While in Chiang Mai, we had the
opportunity to fellowship with missionary
Brent Rosendal and his family one night
over dinner. Kayla and I always enjoy
meeting with veteran missionaries and
learning from them how to best reach the
people of Southeast Asia.

Brent Rosendal and I also took this time
to further discuss the class I will teach at
the Thai pastor training seminar that he
will be holding in the month of May at the
Landmark Baptist Church in Chiang Mai,
where Brent is the missionary pastor.

In April, we also enrolled in a Thai
language school in Udon Thani. This
school is more of a private tutoring service
where we can receive one on one
instruction. We are now halfway through
our 20 hours of classes, and Kayla and I
are both seeing an improvement in our
language skills.

Spain
Daniel Estrada, Missionary

We are excited for the future, God had
done great things in Spain. We pray that
God will strengthen us and help us to do
His will.

8

OUR PASTOR VISITS...  We are
thankful to God for the opportunity to have
Pastor Kirk Parnell and Bro. Bryan Sellers
in our home in Spain. God brought
encouragement and good fellowship with
our brethren. It was a time of refreshing
and recharging for us. They were a blessing
to our lives.

We also had the blessing to share the
Word of God in our home and one Spanish
lady came to hear. Bro. Sellers brought a
message from God’s Word.

Please keep praying for Araceli, she has
come to hear the Word of God several times,
we pray to God that she might receive the
Lord soon and come to be saved. There
are other contacts that we are inviting to
come to the Bible study in our home.

OUR PARENTS VISITS...God works in
amazing ways and He also brought us our
parents to visit. They came from Mexico
and they have been a blessing to our family
as well. Jose and Rebeca will be helping us
with witnessing Christ in our community.
We are excited to see what the Lord has
prepared for us.

Middle East Ministtries
Joel Dillahunty, Missionary

April found me in several states, driving
thousands of miles and meeting great
people.

I was privileged to present Middle East
Missions to the following churches:
Calvary- Magnolia, AR; Heritage- Missouri
City, TX; Faith- Lufkin, TX; Timpson-
Timpson, TX; Gethsemane-El Dorado, AR;
Promise Land- Hamburg, AR; Indiana State
Meeting; Sheridan FBC- Sheridan, IN and
Victory -Seymour, IN.

I was also invited to speak at chapel
services for Batesville Bible Institute. They
meet at Vine Street MBC in Batesville, AR.
It is always a privilege to speak at one of
our seminaries.

I was able to attend my final module for
MTM, Missionary training Ministry.
Because I have completed this task I will
receive my Associates in Missions from
Missionary Baptist Seminary in Little Rock
on May 15th.

We still need supporting churches,
please pray about this.

GOING TO ISRAEL At the
encouragement of our Pastor, Anita and I

will be attending a four week intensive
Hebrew language school in Beer-Shiva in
southern Israel. The course is offered by
Ben-Gurion University located in the
Negev.

The course develops students basic
conversational skills and basic literacy in
Hebrew. According to the syllabus the
course is conducted in small classes
through a combination of class
discussions, exercises, games, Israeli films
and modern Israeli music. This is a big step
for us and we hope to build on our
language skills when we return by visiting
with local synagogues.

The cost of language school is $2000.00
per student and $3600.00 for airfare. If you
would like to help with this please send all
offerings to Flatwoods marked “language
school”.

After language school, we plan on flying
to Greece for the International Missionary
Retreat. The $3600.00 should come close
to covering the expense. If you would like
to help Blair with her airfare to the retreat
please send all offerings to Flatwoods
marked “Missionary Retreat”.

Belize
Ben Woodward, Missioonary

In 2012 Bro. Fernando Rodriguez and
Sis. Libby Bolon asked Jesus into their
hearts at our kitchen table and soon, they
and their children started studying God’s
Word with us.

We are about half way through our
semester at Belize Missionary Baptist
Institute (BMBI). We lost two students
this year. Brother Kirklynn Usher felt led
to complete his B.Th. Studies on a much
faster track at TBI and Sis. Cindy Bolon
had work that took her away from full time
attendance. Please lift all these faithful
students of God’s Word in your prayers.

This semester, students are carrying a
heavy load, studying NT Survey II, Church
History, Bible Analysis, and Studies in
Revelation. I am very proud of each of them
and thankful for their serious commitment
to learning and growing.

Costa Rica Missions
Walter Goulding, Missionary

One month short of renewing the 3-year
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lease for the second time and facing
another increase in rent, The Way
Missionary Baptist Church of San José,
Costa Rica (a mission of Poplar Head
Missionary Baptist Church of Long
County, Georgia) will not have to pay rent.
We trust to be able to place the $900 into
the building fund each month.

We had 26 in attendance for the first
service It seems that we have not lost
anyone in the move, and everyone is
happy. Some old-timers will recognize the
new meeting place as the church building
that Hebron MBC rented for 6 years before
purchasing property and moving into her
new building in 1986. Now the facilities are
occupied by a growing and mission-minded
church that is glad to have us meet Sunday
afternoons in her facilities.

The mid-week services (both in San José
& Cartago) are struggling for survival. In
San José, it is a real challenge for the people
to get out of work and even arrive late for
service due to traffic – and in Cartago, it
depends on my vehicle being in good shape
(which it is not).

Thank you for your prayers and support.

Pruvian Missions
Juan Angulo Iglesias, Missionary

It is a great privilege to share and hear
the testimonies of brothers that God is
working in each family every day and I

thank each of the churches that are
supporting us and through you be possible
the extension of the gospel reaching new
people and raising families, defeating terror,
crime and evil.

In each mission are regularly services in
preaching the gospel with emphasis on
teaching the word of God. In Peru recently
discussed the issue of “civil union”
between same sex (thank God it was not
approved). It’s ridiculous when our
authorities do not recognize the authority
of God through the Bible and turn away
from the truth, values and morals. We need
to emphasize their mandates (Dt. 11: 18-19)
teaching for new generation with future,
dignity and Christian strength is what every
people and every nation requires, this is
possible with biblical basis, not
Charismatism and emotional sense of
religions.

A great blessing from God, 3 sisters
joined by their baptism. The congregation
of the mission “El Bosque” in Trujillo went
to Chao (a city lI/2hr drive south I 10r
baptisms in the river (no funds to build a
baptistery), then spent the afternoon at the
church in Chao pIaying volleyball where
everyone participated and we ended the
day with the preaching of the word of God.

Southeast Asia
Rusty Teer, Missionary

God is so good. We give Him all the
praise. We want to thank again all those
who are caring for us along the way
because His love is working through you
to care for us. May He bless you all as you
have blessed us! We know He will.

This month we have been busy among
some more great churches. We started at
the Mississippi state spring fellowship. We
were blessed to hear preaching and
encouragement from God’s Word about the
reason for our hope. We then spent Easter
Sunday with Walnut St. in Hillsboro, TX
and spent a Wednesday evening with New
Liberty in Garland before heading to
northern Arkansas to be with Flatwoods in
Mtn. View, AR. During our travels we were
blessed by a couple of days at the MTM
classes at MB Seminary in Little Rock.

We also visited Springhill in Pittsburg,
TX, and I spoke to the Awana kids and

adults of Victory Rd. in Kilgore, TX.
We have been called again to lead out in

a second Missions Revival. Calvary in
Baytown, TX has been praying and
supporting MSEA for 3 years now—Pastor
Stewart and his family longer than that! We
are so thankful for them and for others like
them who are joining in what He is doing in
SE Asia. God has blessed us with new
supporting church families.

Thank you for your monthly investment
in His work through us. It is a blessing to
serve Him and it is a blessing to work
together with you for the expansion of His
kingdom. ~Rusty

Solomon Islands
Roger Watkins, Missionary

I returned to Honiara on the 6th of May
and went the next day to check on the new
residence permit. It will be a few days before
it is ready, and it will actually be a better
category of permit than the last one. With
the few days back in Honiara, I have had
time to think about the ramifications of the
Vanuatu trip, and the needs there. It is a
very similar situation to the Solomon
Islands, as the need is great to teach Baptist
doctrine. The people are eager to learn, and
I found the same stubborn faith in people
who refuse to give up worship of God, even
if their knowledge about the Bible and
Baptist doctrine is not as good as we are
used to. And, just as in the Solomon Islands,
as they learned of errors in their belief, they
grasped hold of the truth in the scriptures,
and embraced the truth. It was good with
all the questions and long discussions of
what Baptists stand for and believe. I was
able to print some of the books I use here
in the Solomon Islands in English spell Pijin,
which is a temporary way of writing, but
necessary to get material they can read now
into their hands. The book I used was a
book on church doctrine that was used in
an association meeting in 2013 that included
lessons on the start of the church at the
beginning of Jesus’ ministry, qualifications
of pastors and deacons, tithe and offerings,
church finance, church polity, and one we
didn’t cover, the second coming of Christ.
In addition, I was able to print 40 hymnals
based on the Solomon Islands Hymnal that
was put together by Brothers Stephen
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Korii and Jeremiah Sirui, and lessons on
salvation and security of the believer, and
40 copies of the Trail of Blood in Pijin. All
told, we spent over $1,000.00 USD just on
lesson material and the hymnals. It was a
tremendous help to the Farumaury MBC.
The work in the Solomon Islands paid off
in having materials ready to print in my
files that could be used in Vanuatu.

Lighthouse Ministries
Toby Cribbs Sr. Missionary

This month my wife and I were at Steel
Creek MBC, Bristol .Tennessee. I gave them
an update of the ministry and preached for
them. My wife and I attended the
Tennessee Missionary Baptist
Association at Porter Heights MBC,
Nashville, Tennessee. I was re-elected as
Clerk-Treasurer. This will be my nineteenth
year.

Some of those listed gave a love offering
while I was doing deputation at their church
and I applied the love offering to the book
finisher fund.

At the present we have $3373.00. We
need to raise $10,627.00 more. Will you
please pray about helping us to raise the
needed funds. Do mark check, BOOK
FINISHER.

LETTERS TO CHAPLAINS: We have
received FIFTY-FIVE of the enrollment
forms that have been sent to the Chaplains.
This month we sent out several packages
to Chaplains.

.LITERATURE: Thanks to Fairplay
MBC, Benton, Arkansas, and Schillinger
Road B.C. Mobile, Alabama for the Sunday
School Literature. The inmates look
forward to receiving the literature with their
Bible Study Course

LOCAL JAIL MINISTRY
Pickens County Jail, Jasper, GA – The

Lord is moving in the hearts of the inmates.

They are eager to learn God’s Word. More
are coming out to the Bible Study time.

Polk County Jail, Benton, TN  -  Not only
do they have microwaves in the Pods but
now ATM Machines. We had four saved
this month. More are taking a part in the
study time. One man gave an outstanding
Testimony about his life and salvation.

Fannin County Jail, Blue Ridge, GA. We
had several men give a Testimony on how
they got saved and how the Lord has turned
their live around.  We have a Booklet title
The Bible Doctrine of Sin and The Sinner by
Pastor Dennis Dills. The book gives the
definitions of the sins listed in the New
Testament. The men really appreciate the
book.

Revealing Light Baptist
Willie Davenport, Missionary

What a great time of worship we have seen
this past month here at Revealing Light!

For Easter we had 72 in attendance as we
celebrated the Resurrection! It wasn’t our
highest attended service but I think it may
have been our most celebratory Easter
Service! It was so great to hear the many
voices lifted in praise, worshiping our Risen
Savior! And as me, it is always such a
privilege to preach on the Resurrection. The
people were responsive to the message, and
we had a great response to the invitation.
One of those who came forward rededicated
their life and another was seeking the power
of the resurrection to overcome his addiction
of drugs! Praise the Lord for all that He’s
done!

I am always amazed at the way
relationships built in church work. When I
was younger I always felt that if someone
came to the church and left, we would
probably never see them again. This month
another family we worked with three years
ago has returned, only this time they are

coming with a desire to be baptized and
join the church! After talking with them it
seems that after visiting several other
churches and denominations they could
not get away from the teachings they
heard here at Revealing Light. What a
blessing, that the teaching of God’s Word
took root in their heart and they are
returning to where truth is taught!

We praise the Lord for all that He does,
and thank you for your prayers and
support! God bless.

Freedom Ministries
David Shockley, Director

During the month of April, I made 14
visits inside the facilities. Facilities vis-
ited include Tucker Unit, Pine Bluff Unit,
Tucker Unit Boot Camp, and the Ouachita
River Correctional Unit.

Spent 46 hours, ministering to 1065 in-
mates. We share the Gospel through wor-
ship services, Faith Bible Institute, and 1
on 1 ministry.

Also attended 5 meetings/churches, in-
cluding the Magnolia State Spring Fellow-
ship (Corinth, Ms.), American Correctional
Chaplains Association Meeting (Lake
DeGray), Chaplain Staff Meeting (Pine
Bluff, Ar.), Geneva MBC (DeQueen, Ar.),
Pleasant Hill MBC (Lockesburg, Ar.).

Thanks for praying for this ministry.

Black Hills MBC
Norman Pierce, Pastor

Thank you for your love, prayers and
support. We are truly honored to have
wonderful people like you to support us,
stand with us and encourage us. We thank
God for you and for all you do for us.

April was a good month. Several visi-
tors encouraged us by being a part of our
Easter service. It was a blessing to have
many of them in our Sunday services dur-
ing the month. Pray with us for these to
continue to worship with us. We are visit-
ing and encouraging these.

It is a joy to share what God is doing for
and with us. Thanks again for everything.
We are praying for you.

M.A.M.
Christopher Cartwright, Missionary

This report is for the months of March
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and April 2015. The reason for this was to
prepare for Project Nicaragua 2015 and th
Mission trip in March and April for Easter
week or (Semana Santa) Holy Week in Latin
America, which was a huge success and
now will more likely be ongoing a an exten-
sion of the ministry to help the ABA breth-
ren in that part of Central America.

Project Nicaragua 2015 Part 2: A spiri-
tual Retreat - On March 6, I was finally able
to give my report on the first trip to Nicara-
gua after recuperating from an upper respi-
ratory infection after I got back to Ohio on
February 15. I told them of the experiences
and that 50 souls made professions of faith
in the Lord Jesus Christ. I also told them of
the upcoming opportunity to return for
Holy Week, March 31-April 6) for the Spiri-
tual Retreat at Lagua de Apoyo in Nicara-
gua. Ths report was received so greatly
that the congregation at Calvary Baptist
Church unanimously voted to pay for my
flight to Nicaragua.

Bloomington Missions
Scott Bourland
Kevin Pruitt, Missionaries

We were a little disappointed Easter
morning when our only visitors were a
young mother and her infant child. We were
thrilled that they came, but after all the effort
from our people and those from our sending
church, our expectations were much higher.
We pushed our disappointments aside and
conducted services as if there were 200
visitors. What a blessing it was as
Courtney let us know that she received
Christ during the invitation.

God was not done yet though. On Easter
evening a young family came to visit. They
told us that they had received our mail out
card. After services he told me about
several things that he felt God was using
to get his attention. I gave him the gospel
and though he was not ready to accept
Christ, he went home with a tract and the
conviction of the Holy Spirit.

Kevin and his wife Ashli have returned
to every Sunday evening and Tuesday
evening service since. This gave them the
chance to hear our Kevin present the
gospel clearly. After services one night he
asked about baptism. We set up a time to

look at what the Bible says about it and
during that meeting he prayed and asked
the Lord to save him.

More Move Aways: A very real challenge
we have faced the past 12 months is the
number of people that have moved out of
town. There have been a total of 11 people
from 4 households that have moved out of
town due to work or personal needs. All of
these had a significant connection with the
church and two households had already
joined. This is just part of church work, but
it sure does hurt when you are still a small
group.

The latest is the Greene family. Mike and
Rhonda have been with us for about a year
now, but after moving recently it is simply
not a feasible distance for them to drive
and stay actively involved. We hate to see
them go, but there is a sister church in the
town they have moved to and we are
praying they make a good connection there
to continue their service to the Lord.

First Heritage Mission
Fayetteville, NC
Mike Jones, MIssionary

Every year or at least ever so often
businesses take inventory to track
progress. If taking inventory is so
important to a business, why wouldn’t we
take inventory of ourselves? It gives us an
opportunity to see what we have
accomplished or not accomplished during
the previous year. Most of us are so set on
moving on to the next goal, the next
accomplishment, and the next trip, that we
forget to take a breath and see how we did
the previous year.

As I “take inventory” over the last year
I am overwhelmed with emotions. At this
time last year (2014) we were preparing to
move to Fayetteville, NC. Last year was a
complete blur, with travel and deputation
and camps. The 2014 year has come and
gone and now we are almost half-way in to
2015.

As a church we have had the chance
just this year to see more than 25 new faces
in our services; and as our attendance
fluctuates I see our people growing closer
to the Lord and closer in fellowship to one
another.

We have prayed fervently for God to
open the doors for us to move out of the
gym we are currently meeting in, to a place
that doesn’t have time constraints.
Currently we rent the gym hourly and we
are thankful that we have a place that is
large enough to hold anything we wish,
but with it comes some unforeseen
downfalls. One downfall is many people
are “put off” by the fact that we do not
have our own building. It seems many
churches have met in gymnasiums here,
but close their doors before finding a
permanent location. As a church we have
spent many hours searching and asking
and praying for the place to call our own,
but to no avail we are still in the Gym.

So as I began to take inventory and
refocus I was reminded by a wise pastor “
if you show people the way to Jesus, God
will show people the way to your church.”
With that resonating in my heart and mind
I realized that we needed to focus back on
the people, and as we reach people God
will open up the doors for bigger and better
things for us at First Heritage.

TWO GREY HILLS MISSIONARY
BAPTIST CHURCH
Rusty Denny, Missionary

 April has been a great month for the work
at Two Grey Hills! We had a great Easter
service with good attendance and
fellowship following morning services. The
following week we had a 3 day revival with
Bro Stephen Bailey as our speaker. He is
the pastor of Pavillard Missionary Baptist
Church in Amarillo. On Saturday morning,
we hosted the Four Corners Fellowship.
We had good attendance with the
Landmark Missionary Baptist Church in
Farmington, The Twin Lakes Baptist
Church from Twin Lakes with us. We heard
reports from each church and were
especially encouraged about the work that
is continuing at Twin Lakes. As many of
you may know, at the present they are
without a Missionary Pastor but they are
carrying on the work in a great way. They
have capable men that are leading out in
the services and they are praying for the
Lord to lead a solid ABA man of God to
lead them. This is a great work and Bro
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Jerry Baker is to be commended in the work
he accomplished while there. Please keep
them in your prayers and pray for the right
man to take over this work.

EXCITING NEWS!  Our sponsoring
church, the Salem Missionary Baptist
Church in Judsonia has seen the need of
building a permanent building for the work
to continue to grow and fulfill the Great
Commission here at Two Grey Hills. At the
present, we are meeting in a double wide
portable office building. It has served the
purpose and is now time to move on. We
are limited as to what we are able to do
because of limited space. We want to be
able to reach out to the entire chapter and
minister to their spiritual needs with special
services during Christmas, Easter and other
holidays. We need a building to have a
funeral in when necessary. With our present
building, we are unable to do this. Once
our new building is finished, we will begin
looking for another place to locate the office
building to start a new work. This new
building will be built in four phases. The
first phase with an estimated cost of $30,000
is the foundation for a 100 x 50 metal
building. Phase two is the purchase of a
100 x 50 metal building. The building will
have 18 ft. walls which will allow us to have
a second floor for rooms upstairs that can
serve as classrooms, a place for churches
to stay when they come to do VBS or work
projects. Phase three will consist of
finishing out the interior. The first floor will
have a 40 x 50 sanctuary, men and women’s
restrooms, fellowship hall and two
classrooms with folding walls to make the
fellowship hall larger when necessary. The
second floor will have 4 large rooms, a
meeting area, restrooms with showers. This
floor will serve several purposes including
classrooms as needed, a secure place for
churches to come and stay while serving
in various projects. The Fourth phase will
finish the exterior which will include
sidewalks, landscaping, parking lot, etc.

Heartland Baptist Church
Ashland, MO
ksamburgy, Missionary

Time continues to go by quickly as we
reflect on the past two months here at
Heartland Baptist Church! God has been

so good to us. The fellowship has been so
sweet as God has met with us Sunday after
Sunday. We had a wonderful time of
Celebrating the Resurrection of our Lord
and Savior at Easter. A wonderful message
brought to us by Bro. Chester Lahmann
for the early service followed by a time of
breakfast, fellowship and then our regular
service. So thankful for several first time
visitors at that service.

On May 2nd, we enjoyed Clifty Creek
with 65 in attendance. It was wonderful to
see our auditorium filled and we pray and
long for the day when we are at our
maximum capacity every Sunday. God is
able if we do our part to reach out to those
He places in our path. We are confident
that He will do just that.

I would like to ask each church receiving
this letter to have a special time of prayer
for Heartland Baptist this month. We ask
that you approach the Heavenly Father on
our behalf and pray that we would seek
out those that are lost and that He would
place people in our lives that need Christ.
We want to find them and point them to
the Savior. We want God to go before us
and prepare their hearts.

We thank you for these prayers.

New Beginnings Ministries
Jack slay, Director

Greetings from McCaysville, GA. Let me
begin by saying “Happy Mothers Day” !
To all the Mothers that read this letter. I
pray that the Lord will bless you and your
families on your very special day. I would
also like to take this opportunity to thank
my wife for the sacrifices that she makes
for our family on a daily basis, and the
Godly example that she lives out in front of
our children and grandchildren. Happy
Mothers Day Honey !

Over the past few weeks the attendance
has been way above average in our
services in Towns County Jail. The Lord is
working in the hearts of the men in this
facility, we are seeing souls being saved
and lives being changed. To God be the
glory ! We are overwhelmed by the grace
of God in Gordon County Jail as well. Psalm
51:7 states The sacrifices of God are a
broken spirit; a broken and a contrite heart.
We are seeing men and women coming

forward that are totally broken and with a
repentant heart. We saw 17 professions of
faith in one night, Jesus saves no matter
where you are !

The process to receive clearance to enter
a jail or prison is lengthy. Late last year my
paper work was submitted to gain entry
into large state prison here in the State of
Georgia. Not hearing from anyone , I made
contact with the person handling my paper
work, I was informed that it had been
misplaced and I would have to resubmit
the package. I was assured that my second
round of paper work would be expedited.
Its been a while but that part of the wait is
over. I have been cleared, and I’m now
waiting on an interview with the prison
Chaplin.

Living Water Baptist Mission
Walla Walla, WA
Walt Emry, Missionary

Resurrection Sunday : Easter Sunday
was the best one we’ve had since we’ve
been in the new building! We had nine first
time guests that day. I made a portable cross
stained with blood (Red paint) a few years
ago and had  everyone come up write their
name on a piece of paper and nail it to the
cross. I think it had an impact on everyone.

Featured Missionaries: We had the
privilege of having Brother Jim and Sister
Sherry Black with us. He shared their work
that is go-ing on in Bulgaria and preached
a fine message for us. It was great having
them with us. On that day we had three
more first time guests.
On-going Bible Studies; In our
Wednesday evening Bible study we are
going through the book of Galatians. In
our Sunday evening service we are going
through (Mainly Preaching) the book of
James. We have had some good discussion
time with our study in Galatians.

Attendance:  Our attendance remains
consistently up and down. We had a high
of 26 for Sunday morning worship services
this last month. We continue to have
regular visitors in every service. It’s
encouraging when our guests are inviting
their friends and families! We’ve had 12
first time visitors this month



West Florida Baptist News May 2015

13

Business Manager
Report

Wayne Sewell

I keep thinking that we will get to warmer weather, but as I write this article, the weather continues to be
clouds, rain and cool temperatures.  The ground is so wet in Texarkana that it is difficult to mow the lawn at the
bookstore.  The lawn mower has gotten stuck about three times as they have tried to mow.  By July, we will be
praying for some clouds and rain, but right now, it is hindering getting the lawn looking nice.  But God knows
best in all things, so we will accept the wet cool weather and rejoice that God allows us to serve Him.

Last month I mentioned that this is the 100 year anniversary for Bogard Press and the Baptist Book Store.
Looking back at our history, there are two good books published by Bogard Press that would be good to read.
The first one is entitled, The American Baptist Association.  It was written by brethren Conrad N. Glover and
Austin T. Powers.  These two men were leaders in the work from the beginning.  In their later years they sat
down and put on tape the history of The American Baptist Association.  Those tapes were then typed and put
in book form.  Bogard Press then published the history.  The book is still in print.  It would make a great
addition to your library and to get the facts about the early history of Bogard Press and The American Baptist
Association.  The second book is The History of the American Baptist Association by Dr. Robert Ashcraft.
This book was written for the 75th anniversary of the association.  Each of these books provides information on
the events that led to the organization of the American Baptist Association and the publishing ministry.  The first
book, The American Baptist Association 1924-1975, by Glover and Powers is 0892110058 at $9.95.  The
second book, History of the American Baptist Association, Robert Ashcraft, General Editor, is 4000002112
at $29.95.  Let me encourage you to purchase and read these books.  They will give you an appreciation of
those who helped in establishing the work.

There is a new book that Bogard Press has just printed.  The book is entitled, Prayer-Closet Praying,
Alone with God by Doris Scarlett.  Sister Scarlett is a seasoned author, teacher and curriculum writer.  She has
taught at seminary and college level.  Sister Scarlett wrote: “This study of prayer-closet praying is based on the
experiences of people who lived on the earth in the eras of the Old and the New Testament.  It examines prayer
in the lives of people on earth, in the throne room of God and from the region of hell.  We can learn much about
the power of prayer by studying prayers offered to God and His reaction to those prayers.  We may further
examine our own patterns of prayer and compare them to the principles of prayer we find in the Bible.”  This
excellent book is available through the Baptist Book Store.  The ISBN is 0892114444 at $16.99.

Please continue to pray for the staff in Texarkana as we strive to serve the Lord by serving His churches
across this great nation and around the world.
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Kyle Elkins
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God always has a willing servant. No matter how sinful people around us may live or how corrupt
religion may seem to have turned, God has a faithful man or woman willing and ready to be used by Him.
This truth is brought out in the life of Obadiah. Obadiah was the governor in charge of the royal palace of
Ahab, the king of Israel and husband to wicked Queen Jezebel. This was not the most popular place for one
who worshiped God. Yet, the Bible states that “Obadiah feared the LORD greatly” (1 Kings 18:3). Obadiah
had reverence for God and recognized God as the sovereign ruler over all the earth.

Obadiah demonstrated his fear and reverence of God by placing his own life  on the line by hiding the
prophets of God. During the last year of Elijah’s prophesied three and a half year drought, Obadiah took one
hundred prophets and hid them by fifties in a cave from Jezebel. Jezebel’s desire was to methodically massacre
God’s prophets like they were animal sacrifices. Obadiah’s hiding the prophets could not have been done
were he not completely dedicated to God.

While Ahab and Obadiah were out looking for grass and water to give to the animals, Obadiah met
Elijah. Upon recognizing Elijah, Obadiah fell on his face before him, again an act of reverence toward a man
of God. For years Ahab had been looking for Elijah. Ahab held Elijah responsible for the years of drought.

Elijah told Obadiah to tell Ahab here was where he could find him. At first Obadiah was afraid the
Spirit would take Elijah away and Ahab would hold him responsible and kill him. Elijah assured Obadiah this
would not happen. In obedience, Obadiah went to tell Ahab he had found the prophet Elijah.

Through the entire experience, Obadiah remained faithful and obedient to God and God’s man,
Elijah. This lesson teaches us several important principles of Christian living today.

First, not everyone is called to be an Elijah. Some are called to serve in places that are not in the
forefront. Obadiah served in the royal palace of Ahab and not in Jerusalem. Some say he might have been
second in the kingdom only to Ahab. Regardless of the location and his position, he served with faithfulness.
But when the opportunity presented itself, Obadiah did not let the blessing of serving God be missed. He did
what he could. (See Esther 4:14.)

Second, you are never alone in your service to God. Obadiah might have felt alone in his service to
God. Elijah expressed this same sentiment when he stated, “I, even I only, am left; and they seek my life, to
take it away” (1 Kings 19:10). Yet, God revealed to him that there were seven thousand in Israel who had not
bowed their knees to Baal (verse 18). A child of God is never alone when he serves God. He has the promise
of God that he will never be forsaken.

Third, God directs every aspect of your life. There are no coincidences in the life of a child of God.
There is no question that God directed the way of Obadiah through the land until he met Elijah.

Encouraging accounts like this and others will be studied in the summer quarter 2015 as the adult
quarterlies will focus on the prophets and kings of Israel and Judah. If you would like more information
about upcoming Sunday School studies, information about other elective studies or any other Christian
education questions, please contact Bogard Press at 1-800-264-2482. Other information can be found at
www.Bogardpress.org.
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FINANCIAL REPORT
WEST FLORIDA BAPTIST INSTITUTE

MAY 2015
FOUNDERS DAY OFFERING $4,170.75
Sign Project 200.00
TUITION/REGISTRATION
Registration   $  30.00
Tuition $713.14
TOTAL INCOME   $7,822.02  $7,822.02
TOTAL AVAILABLE             $10,369.51

EXPENSES
Utilities $ 1,071.78
Misc.   3,056.89
Repairs 266.40
 Insurance 96.82
Instruction 2,196.00

TOTAL EXPENSE $6,687.89 $6,687.89
NEW BALANCE $ 3,681.62

BOOKSTORE FUND
BALANCE BROUGHT FORWARD $  -794.40
Income:

Bookstore Sales $  1,895.75
Press Sales        -0-

Contributions
Aanonymous .76
Pinehaven 50.00
O’Leno BC 50.00
Galilee BC 15.00
K. Simmons 200.00
Henry Arnold 100.00
Robert Lovelace 100.00
Landmark (Pensacola) 20.00

Total Income $2,431.51  $ 2,431.51
TOTAL AVAILABLE $1,637.11

Expenses:
Utilities $249.20
Postage $315.69
Books -0-
Supplies  $926.48
TOTAL EXPENSES       $1,491.37 $ 1,491.37
NEW BALANCE $145.74

GENERAL FUND BALANCE  $3,681.62
BOOKSTORE FUND BALANCE     $145.74

GENERAL FUND
BALANCE BROUGHT FORWARD $2,547.49
INCOME:
 ALABAMA
Baumhaaueer Rd -Theodore, AL 100.00
 GEORGIA
Northside MBC -Vienna, GA 30.00
Traders Hill -Folkston, GA 35.00
Landmark -Moultrie, GA 100.00
 FLORIDA
Galilee MBC -Milton, FL 145.00
Landmark MBC -Pensacola, FL 75.00
Okeechobee BC -Okeechobee, FL 68.13
First BC -Silver Springs,FL 25.00
Calvary BC -Panama City, Fl 75.00
St. John Divine BC -Milton, FL 50.00
Mics:
Kitchen Sales -Pensacola, FL 100.00
Minnie Curtis -Collettville, NC 200.00
Old Trailer Parts Sales 25.00
US Treasury(Reporting Fees) 45.00
 TOTAL $1,073.13
  DESIGNATED FUNDS:H.H.Strickland
Baptist Chapel -Grand Bay,AL 350.00
Eastern Avenue -St.Cloud,FL 300.00
Frankfort BC -Russellville, AL 100.00
Charles Glenn -Traskwood, AR 50.00
Galilee BC -Milton, FL 75.00
Newark BC -Elkton,MD 100.00
Landmark BC -Madison, FL 100.00
Cumberland  Cove BC -Monterey,TN 25.00
Johnsontown BC -Hedgseville,WV 250.00
Joel Strickland -Lillian, AL 200.00
John Dutt -St. Cloud, FL 25.00
  TOTAL $ 1,575.00
  COMMITTEE OF 100
Terry Alexander -Pensacola, FL 10.00
Paul Henderson -Grand Bay,AL 10.00
Jerry Bryant -Mobile, AL 10.00
Vernon Foster -Milton, FL 10.00
John Sawn -Milton, FL 20.00
 TOTAL $60.00

O’Leno Missionary Baptist Church
O’Leno Missionary Baptist Church of High Springs Florida is

seeking a pastor. We are located approximately 25 miles north of
Gainesville, Florida, situated on 8 acres of land, and the Church is
debt-free. We are not able to fully support a pastor at this time as
our attendance is small. We are looking for a Pastor to teach us,
lead us, and grow with us. We believe in the King James version
of the Bible and very supportive of Missions. If interested, please
contact Bro. Mike Williams at mewbapt@Yahoo.com.

CHURCHES SEEKING A PASTOR
 Landmark MBC, Pensacola, FL

We are prayerfully seeking a God called preacher who is in
agreement with the ABA doctrines, uses the KJV and has the
qualification of a pastor given in Timothy and Titus. Pastor and
family must be willing to put the Lord and our church first, and
also be willing to attend our local associational meeting. The
position will need to be bi-vocational until membership increases.
Landmark was organized in 1965. Our church is debt free with a
3 bedroom parsonage on the property.

Contact: Robin Snow/ 828 N. 77 Ave, Pensacola, FL 32506/
850.456.7938/ robinsnow456@cox.net Berean Missionary Baptist Church

Berean MBC is seeking a Pastor. The minister has to be Mission
minded and believe the King James Bible is the preserved Word of
God. Must adhere to the ABA doctrines.

We are a small group. The pastor would have to work. All of our
facilities are paid for.

You can call Toby Cribbs Sr. at: 423.496.2558 - Home; 423.496.7116
- Office

The Baptist Chapel
The Baptist Chapel of Grand Bay,AL is seeking a

man to become their pastor. Due to health, Dr.
Murphy is having to resign. Please send a resume
to: The Baptist Chapel,  P.O. Box 782,
Theodore, AL, 36590.
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Articles should be in the office no later
than the 10th of the month so that they
might be included in that months edition.
Mission reports are alternated so that all
may have the opportunity to be published.

H.H. Strickland; editor

News:
There is some really good news to re-

port this month regarding the print shop.
While we have struggled to get some work
done this year, I am happy to report that
we are back to producing more material. I
recently receive a tremendous comment
regarding the new Spanish production.
One user said, “I was so pleased to see
the beautiful production on the new quar-
terly.” I thank you for the encouragement.
We had been waiting several months on
getting the material for this quarterly and I
thank you being patient with us. I am look-
ing forward to getting back on a regular
schedule so that we can see more material
coming off the presses.

The other blessing we had this month
was that we were able to purchase the plate
material for the big color press. The cost
for four rolls of material has gone up from
$800.00 dollars to more than $1300.00 be-
cause there is only one company that has

the material and they can charge what they
want. Now I have to find someone that
will help me install the plates. It is quite
different from anything I have ever done. I
had a tech show me one time which was
over a year ago but I have forgotten much
of what he showed me. It is a very tricky
procedure and if it is not done right it can
do severe damage to the press.

We have had to purchase a lot of sup-
porting material this month. It has ex-
ceeded more than $3,000.00. I have not
been able to purchase some of the things
so the cost has really been high. I praise
the Lord for everything that God has
blessed us with in the shop. The good
thing about the plate material is that it
should last us about a year. I continually
have to buy plate material for the small
press but the large Heidelberg press is only
used to print the four color covers or four
color materials.

I thank each church and individual for
your continued support for this ministry. I
am in constant prayer that the Lord will

call someone to come and join me in the
shop.

Note: I would like to request special
prayer for Bro. Jeremiah Carson. He has
been attending the Fresno Baptist Insti-
tute in Fresno CA. He has expressed a
desire to come and work with the ministry
here. He speaks some Spanish and that
would be tremendous help to us.

He was scheduled to leave California as
soon as the semester was over. However,
he has experienced a set back in his health.
He has had previous surgery on his left
foot and it has gotten infected again. They
have already done some surgery on the
foot in an effort to try and save the re-
mainder of the foot. He was really looking
forward to coming and joining our staff
here.

He really needs your prayers. The doc-
tors have not told him how much time it
will take to get the infection cleared up.
We were in the process of clearing out a
place for him to place his motor home so
he would not have that expense when he
arrived.


