
West Florida Baptist News Septmeber/October 2016

FROM THE PRESIDENT

H.H. Strickland

   This Edition...

Announcements..  5
Sellers Report... 6
Gonnella... 4
Financial... 15
Mission... 6
Obituary... 2
Printing News... 16
Sermon..... 3
Woman Point... 2

6812 Lillian Highway *  Pensacola, Florida  32506 *  (850) 455-4417,  1-800-455-wfbi (9324)

West FLORIDA
BAPTIST News

Volume  XXVII September/October 2016 Number 1

THANKSGIVING MISSION
OFFERING

GOAL: $350,000.00

  As October
arrives, the fall
semester is
nearing the
half way point.
We all were

somewhat disappointed in the number
of students this semester but we are
extremely thankful for who are here.

The classes are going really well.
There are two new instructors that have
come on board to help. One new
instructor only comes one night and that
is for the Hebrew. I am thankful that he
is willing to come and fill that class. So
far everything is going really well.

The other instructor came, at first, to
help in the absence of Bro. John Swan.
Now he has consented to fill those two
classes full time. This will give Bro.
Swan more time to work on his own
classes as well as his duties here at the
school. I ask that you remember him in
prayer. He has recovered rather nicely
from knee surgery but the problem with
his legs is really hindering his overall
recovery.

Several have called or written to ask
about my recovery. I am doing quite well
considering the consequences that could
have been from the fall. It has been
almost one year since then and for the
most part, I think I may have recovered
as much as possible. I thank each one
for your prayers and concern.

This semester makes the twenty-
seventh year I have been president of
WFBI. I have been on staff for thirty-
one years. I will always be grateful to
Dr. Marlin Gipson for all that he did for
me.  He was a true friend and Christian
gentleman. I have really missed his
presence ever since he moved away and
especially since he has moved home.

I have seen so much happen here in
the work. We purchased this old building
for only $100.00 down and then $100.00
for an extension on the option to buy.
Now it is all paid for. The print shop
building is also paid for. God has truly
been good to this ministry.  For the small
number of supporters we have had over
the years, amazing things have been
accomplished.

We would like to purchase the
property next door to us but it is priced
beyond its appraised value. The people
who own it are not willing to negotiate
an acceptable price. All of us are hoping

that they will allow us to make a
reasonable offer and begin to look
forward to building a new facility. The
building we have now is more than 100
years old and is beginning to really show
its age. There is some much needed
work that must to done to the outside. I
have asked the Macedonian builders
come and help us but so far a date has
not been set to start any work.

The interior of the building has almost
been completely redone and, for the
most part, really is nice. However,
people do not look on the inside, they
only see the outward appearance, thus
the school is judged by the outward
appearance.

I would not forget to thank each
individual, church or association that
faithfully contributes to this ministry.
Your faithfulness makes the day to day
operation possible.

I invite you to please read the
“Printing News.” There are some
exciting things happening in this part of
our operation. Everyone is excited about
the progress that has been made both
in the shop and the productions. One
major piece of equipment has been
upgraded and we are working on getting
one more unit real soon.

May the Lord richly bless you all.
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From a

Woman’s PointWoman’s PointWoman’s PointWoman’s PointWoman’s Point
of View

By: Loretta Pritchett
lorettapritchett@yahoo.com

Philosophy of
Religion

October Surprises!

Well for the month of October I am really
surprised at the beautiful crazy mixed up
weather we have been having.

All ready we have had snow, rain, sleet, hail
and lots of sunshine.  The temperatures at
night (33-37) have been great for sleeping,
and then warms up in the day to around 68-
70 or now 75-to 80’s this week.

However it is sad to see how much bad
weather has again hit our Eastern shore lines
and how many death’s have accrued
because of it.

God has told us in the Bible we can expect
diverse weather all over the country.  Yet
people still want to put God out of
everything we do in our lives.  Satan has a
strong hold on everything happening in our
world today.

I pray with the elections coming up we can
all open our eyes and ears to see and hear
what our candidates are telling us. I pray
that when you go to the polls this
November you make the right choice for our
country.

God is still in control and He knows when
our time here on earth will be up.  His return
will happen in His time frame not ours.  He
knows how much more we can endure and
handle while we are still here on this earth.

I pray that  when it happens you have made
a decision to accept Christ as your Savior.
God has sent His Son to give us the chance
to be with Him in Heaven when it is time
for us to leave this old world.  All we have
to do is accept His Son as our Savior and
live with Christ forever in Heaven.

God Bless all of you and I pray you make
the right decision when the time comes in
your elections and in your decision to
accept Christ as your Savior.

Have a great October.

This segment will begin with an addi-
tional observation regarding how Allport
viewed the discussion of religion. “In his
discussion of the relation of religion to
mature personality he reported that as a
matter of fact enlightened adults find a
commitment to probabilities sufficient in
religion. After all, these same persons bet
their lives on probabilities in everyday
matters involving life and death all the time,
and thus they demonstrate that they live
without absolutes in some areas where
death may be the penalty... Allport con-
cluded that religion and psychotherapy can
be partners and need not be opponents.
Each approach has its advantages, and
each has its Achilles heel.”

There are at least two major areas of
discussion that pursuant from this ap-
proach to religion.  The first, and probably
the most important, is the idea that those
who have faith in God are without abso-
lutes. Of course, this would be true if one
did not or would not accept the truths as
they are taught in the Word of God. How-
ever, for those who truly believe that the

Word of God means exactly what it says,
there is full assurance regarding absolutes.
God is absolute and His word is absolute.
Many men have tried to disprove the valid-
ity of the Bible but none have been suc-
cessful.

It is one thing for men to say they do
not believe what is written in the Bible how-
ever, it is an entirely different matter when
one attempts to disprove the Scriptures.
Even Satan knows what is written is the truth.
He first tried to destroy the scriptures with
little success. Then his great work was
launched and that was to “water down” its
teaching. In the modern translation, or para-
phrases,  many words have either been
changed or left out completely. What might
appear to be a little thing on the surface but
it has a much greater implication.

For instance, I John 3:16, the word “be-
gotten” is omitted in many of the new trans-
lations. The omission of this word can
change the dynamics of the teaching that
God had only one Son that was begotten of
the Holy Ghost. Every born again believer is
a child of God but they are not the “only
begotten” of God. There is a significant dif-
ference.

Then there is the omission of many
verses as well as parts of chapters. These
new editions have done nothing to increase
the reading and thus believing what God has
given to man. It has, however, gone a long
way to destroy the validity of the truth. If
one can believe anything other than what is
written then truly there are no absolutes.

When the scriptures say that except a
man repent he will perish, it really means
exactly what it says. It is an absolute fact
and anyone who does not believe this fact
will one find out what it really meant.

The second observation is found in the
term “everyday matters regarding life.” This
reminds me of the old phrase; “He is like a
goose, he wakes up every day in a different
world.” Whether or not this is true I have no
idea. It is probable a put down to a goose
but in reality it is tragically true in the lives
of so many people. There is no direction in
life for these and they have very little moti-
vation for living. Where there is an absence
of absolute truth, there can be little or no
direction in the everyday affairs of life. How-
ever, when one knows that there is a God in
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Glen Davenport

heaven and He is in total control, they have
a fundamental reassurance that things in
life really matter.

“In Him we live and have our being.”

THE SUBJECT OF FELLOWSHIP

Some of us have just returned home from a meeting of
messengers from around the state. The fellowship was great, even
as it always is, but it does not come automatically. Fellowship is
wrapped in peace and love; appreciation and a willingness to
work together. One of the trademarks of the first church, founded
by Jesus Christ Himself, was fellowship. The following Scriptures
explain a lot.
 
Fellowship Described In The First Church - Acts 2:41-42

41 Then they that gladly received his word were baptized:
and the same day there were added unto them about three
thousand souls.
42 And they continued stedfastly in the apostles’ doctrine
and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers.

 
Fellowship Requires A Common bond - 1 Cor 10:16-17

16 The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the communion
of the blood of Christ?
 The bread which we break, is it not the communion of the
body of Christ?
17 For we being many are one bread, and one body: for we
are all partakers of that one bread.

 
Fellowship Must Be Maintained - II Cor 6:14-18

14 Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers:
for what fellowship hath righteousness with
unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with
darkness?

15 And what concord hath Christ with Belial? or what part
hath he that believeth with an infidel?
16 And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols?
for ye are the temple of the living God;

 
Mark FIVE Words:
1.  fellowship - meaning agreement
2.  communion - meaning sharing
3.  concord - meaning agreement
4.  part - meaning participation
5.  agreement - meaning in harmony or in one accord

 
Fellowship Is Godliness At Its Best - God said -
as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and
I will be their God, and they shall be my people.
17 Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate,
saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will
receive you,
18 And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and
daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.

 
 
Amos 3:3

Can two walk together except they be agreed?
 
There are FOUR kinds of fellowship.

1.  political - having to do with policy, government, akin to
polite or police

2.  social - having to do with community affairs
3.  spiritual - having to do with spiritual matters
4.  church fellowship - reaching only as far as the church or

churches agree
 

Controversy: is a tool that God can use to settle and preserve
TRUTH. However, it can be used by Satan to destroy fellowship
Church Fellowship is an effort to maintain the unity of the
spirit in the bond of peace - preserving the TRUTH.

 
Division is a sad situation. One should ask:

Who is our friend?
Who is our enemy?
Who are we fighting?
What is our cause?

 
Eph 6:12

12 For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against
principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the
darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high
places.

 
May this forever be our ‘bond of peace’ -

41 Then they that gladly received his word were baptized:
and the same day there were added unto them about three
thousand souls.
42 And they continued stedfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and
fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers.
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Dr. David Gonnella

CAN WE LEARN FROM THEIR MISTAKES?

Unlike many ministers in the ABA, I did not come up in
the ABA.  I grew up in an independent Baptist church
affiliated with the Baptist Bible Fellowship.  At the time I left
my home to attend the largest Bible College in the BBF, 90-
95% of Fellowship pastors were Landmark Baptist in their
doctrine, and while the BBF Statement of Faith used a
different order and verbiage, the doctrinal content was
identical with the ABA.

In 1969 a list of the ten largest churches in America was
published.  Seven of them were independent Baptist, with
five of them being affiliated with the Baptist Bible Fellowship.
Some of the churches are doing well to this day.  However,
some have experienced a different outcome.  Let us examine
the churches that have experienced serious decline and tell
the story why they have suffered such reversal of growth.

1. Akron Baptist Temple, Akron, Ohio (BBF).  Had the
largest Sunday School in America with an average attendance
of 5700.  Today the church averages 800, and is selling its
buildings to move into smaller quarters.

2. Highland Park Baptist Church (independent –
unaffiliated).  The home of Tennessee Temple University,
the church averaged 4000 in attendance.  Now the church
averages 200 and is affiliated with the Southern Baptist
Convention.  In recent years the church sold their buildings
and moved to a smaller facility.  What is left of the university
has merged with a Bible college that could hardly be called
Baptist.

3. Landmark Baptist Temple, Cincinnati, Ohio (BBF).
Averaged 3000 on Sundays, now is much smaller.  Dropped
the word “Baptist” from their name.

4. Temple Baptist Church, Detroit, Michigan (BBF).  The
“flagship” church of the Baptist Bible Fellowship, averaged
5000 in attendance.  Gave multiplied millions of dollars to
missions.  Today the church does not exist.

In each of these churches the same symptoms reveal
the disease which has crippled or killed them.  What is
alarming is that we see these same symptoms presenting
themselves in some of our ABA churches.

In each case the churches called pastors who led them
to be more “relevant” to their communities and started using
“Christian” rock music.  The pastors no longer preached in
suit or coat and tie, but rather sported tie-dyed shirts, or
jeans and t-shirts.  The whole attitude of the church was
relaxed and every effort was made to make worldly
“seekers” comfortable.  Before long, the churches were
filled with a “mixed multitude,” and decline set in.

The churches listed above are by no means an exhaustive
list of declining churches within the BBF and independent
Baptist movement.  They were chosen because they were
shining examples of spiritual power, growth, doctrinal fidelity
and soul winning zeal.

It took time, in some cases decades, but decline set in
and the results we see.  The question we face is this: Shall
we learn from their mistakes or go down the same road of
decline ourselves?

At WFBI, we train men to build churches the old
fashioned way – through fervent evangelism wedded to
strong doctrinal teaching.  It is a method that has worked
for almost 2000 years, and still works wherever it is tried.

If you are looking for a place to train for the ministry or
to continue your seminary education, please contact our
office for a free catalogue.  Our faculty is well qualified and
some even write many of the textbooks used in our classes.

If you would like to help us in the training of servants
for our Lord, invite Dr. Strickland or myself to present this
work to your church.  We would be delighted to come and
answer any questions you or your people have.
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ANNOUNCEMENT

Outreach Bible Project
David Hardin, DIrector

 The Outreach Bible Project to Rio was AMAZING! It was
one of the best projects I’ve had the opportunity to be a part of
and it wouldn’t have been possible without the dedication and
commitment of our Prayer Warriors and the help of many
volunteers. First, we give glory to God for all that was
accomplished and for His goodness, grace, and protection! And
a big thank you to Brother Jay and Sister Peggy Ross,
missionaries to Caraguatatuba, Brazil. They were involved from
our initial survey trip and they brought an awesome team from
their church that participated alongside us. During the two weeks
Jay ran errands for us and resupplied our teams when they ran
out of scriptures. Peggy, along with a couple from their church,
Laercio and Elza, prepared breakfasts and nightly refreshments
for us. And they both participated long hours with our teams,
on the street. Thank you also to their son, Pastor Justin Ross;
their son-in-law, Thiago Nishikawa, and to their youth members
they brought with them. We also thank missionary Jack Story,
MTL, for coordinating the flights and airport trans-fers for
everyone.

It’s so essential to have him tracking flights, meeting our
participants when they land, and making sure they find the
ground transportation. And thank you to Jonathan West, ABA
Media, for capturing some great footage and memories that we
can treasure for a lifetime. We also thank Sister Bernadete da
Silva, from CIEM (Center of Education and Missions) and her
staff. Sister Bernadete is the Director of the facility we stayed at

in Rio. Only God could have orchestrated us finding such an awesome
place! It was centrally located to the Metro, to restaurants, to grocery
stores, and to our host church, Igreja Batista Itacuruca. It offered the
storage we needed for our scriptures, a kitchen and dining area for
meals, meeting space for planning, and a chapel for daily worship.
And thank you to Youth Pastor Carlos Daniel, of our host church, for
coordinating and bringing so many wonderful translators and
volunteers, who helped us daily on the street. And lastly, thank you
to our participants! During the two weeks we had 56 people from 23
different churches that traveled to Rio de Janeiro to be a part of the
2016 Outreach Bible Project. Some stayed for one week, others for
the full two weeks. We had people from ages 14 – 78 years old. It was
simply an AMAZING project, in every way!

Missionary Ambassador Ministries
Christopher Cartwright

All plans are being finalized at this time for the trip to Nicara-
gua on December 8-12, 2016. On September 1, I was able to book
my flight to go to the country, and as of this writing, a letter will
be sent to the Municipal Delegate to the Ministry of Education
in La Paz Centro in Leon Department establishing relations be-
tween Calvary Baptist Church and MINED. Once this is accom-
plished, we basically have final approval for the use of  Escuela
Jose Antonio Medrano in Barrio Manuel Velasquez for the pur-
pose of the evangelistic campaign on December 14-19, 2016.
There will be an evangelistic campaign from Managua Mission-
ary Baptist Temple in Managua. There will be also a man who
will become the Pastor of the new church that is trained in the
Seminary and/or ordained to take over once the campaign is
ended. However, I will also teach to the new church by means of
the radio program on radio Impacto de Fe and through Facebook
and the internet. We praise God for the opportunity to do this
as we will accomplish the goal, Lord willing, of planting a new
Missionary Baptist Church in La Paz Centro.

New Beginnings Ministries
Jack Slay, Director

Most of you know, that every year for the past three years we have
helped our local teachers with school supplies. This year was no
exception. We were blessed once again to partner with Hillcrest Baptist
Church, Acworth, GA., Hopewell Baptist Church, Cunningham, TN.,
Liberty Baptist Church, Stephens City, VA., Nevills Chapel Baptist
Church, Mount Pleasant, TX and The Branch Baptist Church,
McCaysville, GA. Once again this outreach to our teachers was a
tremendous success. I was blessed to pray with the teachers. We
prayed for God’s guidance, His protection, and safety during the up
and coming year. It’s a pleasure to serve our teachers, and we look
forward to working with them in the up and coming years. We are so
thankful for those who help us in this very important outreach, you
are a great blessing to us and to the teachers that you help. It was
brought to my attention while we were talking to our teachers, that
there is also a need for latex free bandaids for the school nurse.
So….we are now in the process of collecting latex free bandaids for
our school nurse. if you would like to help, please do not hesitate to
contact us. Thank you in advance for your help !
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MISSION NEWS AND VIEWS

FOREIGN
MISSIONS

Bryan Sellers

S e c r e t a r y /
T r e a s u r e r
Missions

SELLERS REPORT

Beginning Balance $962,188.65
RECEIPTS:

Interstate Salaries $55,235.20
Foreign & National Salaries   $50,495.15
Designated $37,143.32
Undesignated  $14,528.17

TOTAL RECEIPTS $157,411.84
BALANCE FOR SALARY/EXPENSE

$1,119,600.49
DISBURSEMENTS

Interstate Salaries $82,701.70
Foreign Salaries $21,019.20
National Salaries  $276702.40
Designated $37,143.32
Salaries & Expenses of Sec-Treas. Office
Office Salaries $11,132.65
General Office  $2,294.30
Sec/Treas. Travel $     1,119.72
Automobile Expense $413.17

Automobile exp. 263.61
Total Office $14,810.28

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS
$182,376.60

BALANCE CARRIED FORWARD
$937,223.59

Deficit for Sept. ($24,965.06)

Germany

 Dr. Hans  Fraund, Mis-
sionary

 MAKING MISSIONS A PRIORITY
“But ye shall receive power, after that

the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye
shall be witnesses unto me both in
Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in
Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of
the earth.” Acts 1:8

The vision of the Lord’s churches is to
be both local and global from its inception.

For a local church to be fully functioning, it
must have a global outreach. This
worldwide mission focus must be a part of
the DNA of a church from its birth.
Sometimes so much goes into getting a
church planted that it is tempting to
postpone the focus of world missions. Jesus
did not tell His church to “phase in” this
global focus, He put them on it from the
beginning. The local church is the hope of
the world, designed by God to reach the
world. Make your church a headquarters
for world missions. This is both a
commandment and a priority with our Lord.

September was a busy month of travel
representing ABA missions. I had the honor
to travel to Alabama, Indiana, Louisiana and
Tennessee.

For this month, the missionaries reported
789 salvations and 47 baptisms. Since June,
3,293 professions of faith and 211 baptisms
have been reported by the missionaries.
Each number represents a persons’ life that
has been dramatically impacted by the
gospel of Jesus Christ. Praise the Lord for
these faithful missionaries who are not
ashamed of the gospel of Christ.

Once again we are gearing up for the
Thanksgiving Mission Offering. This
special offering is a must in helping to erase
the deficit that we have accrued for the past
fiscal year. Packets will soon be mailed to
the churches. Please make plans to
contribute to this offering. With the help of
the Lord and His churches, let us meet this
goal of $350,000.00.

We are a branch of West Florida Baptist
Institute. Apart from local students, we also
have extension students in Pakistan and the
Philippines.

The work on the orphanage in SriLanka
moves fine. It is connected with our local
mission church at that town and under the
same roof.

In all this report, the local church is the
central ministry and the main place of our
labor and loyalty.

From this, the Lord has blessed us with
several churches internationally and
connected ministries.

This time we put special emphasize on
our mission points in India and Sri Lanka;
particularly in Sri Lanka .

Apart from the work with our local
churches, we put forth the up building of
our orphanages at the two different
locations.

We commune it with a local church at the
same building and a childrens ministry as
an outreach.

We are excited about God giving us such
a great ministry.

Monterrey, Colombia SA
Carlos Mendosa, Missionary

In the month of September God blessed
Monterrey Mission with 3 families visiting
our services for the first time, 6 professions
of faith in Christ and 2 Baptisms.  We praise
God for these spiritual results. Also, Bro.
Castillo Pastor of Porfia MBC visited
Monterrey Mission and preached a
message titled “The Reconciliation.”  We
had 54 in attendance in that service with
many first time visitors.

On October 9th, Bro. Robert Ledford is
coming to Colombia to visit our chruches
and is planning to preach the blessed
Gospel in each of our 5 Missionary Baptist
Churches with Bro. Jim Gage as the
iterpreter.  Please pray for these brothers
and for souls to be saved as they proclaim
the message of salvation to the lost in each
of these churches.



West Florida Baptist News Septmeber/October 2016

7

The radio program continues to be a
sucess the Monterrey and surrounding
areas.  Thank you for your continued
support.

As of August we have $100.00 in the
building fund.   This fund is to finish the
construction of the Temple in Monterrey.
We need to roof the entrance of the building
and 2 patios to protect the building from
the heavy rainy season.  Also, we need to
install a baptistery in the temple.  We have
faith in God that he will provide or supply
all the materials we need to finish the
construction of the Temple.

Thank you so very much for your
continued financial support and prayers in
the Lord’s Mission Work.   May God bless,
Pastor Bro. H.H. Strickland,  and family.

Bogotá, Colombia, SA
Gilberto Pinzón, Missionary

PENIEL BAPTIST MISSION: Continues
teaching the N.T. doctrine, preaching the
Gospel, baptizing, working with the youth,
and many other things.

Bro. Dani Perez, 14 years old boy, leaded
to the Lord one of His school teachers,
Claudia, she is attending the church with
her son, Sebastian. Please pray for them,
They have some conflicts at home with her
husband and father.

Thanks to God Bro. Dani Perez, was
baptized, He is taking discipleship class at
the Bible Institute. Please pray for his family
and school studies.

Tithes and offerings were over $1,600.000
(USD $620.00). The Mission is giving
$250.00 to the missionary, $50.00 to Santa
Marta BM, $25 to Bosa BM and $15.00 to
the ABA

SPECIAL THANKS:  TO THE
FLORENCE STREET BAPTIST CHURCH
IN BROKEN ARROW, OK, THEIR PASTOR
DWIGHT WEST AND HIS WIFE Betty
West FOR THEIR LOVE, FRIENDSHIP,
FELLOWSHIP, HOSPITALITY AND
BEAUTIFUL GIFTS!. MY WIFE LOOKS
MORE BEAUTIFUL. GOD CONTINUE TO
BLESS. OUR LOVE AND HUGS

SPECIAL NEED: Because my three
children are in College I need to get 10 new
supporting churches which can give
$100.00 each per month… and /or

increasing my supporting offerings. Please
pray for this and help.

I appreciate very much your prayers and
support. May the Lord continue blessing
you.

Cochabamba, Bolivia
Darrell Roberton, Missionary

I send you my sincere gratitude to all you
that have concern for the lost of the world.
The evangelism here is developing along
with my ability to speak the language. In
Cochabamba there are many parks and pla-
zas and most weekend there are special
events happening in one or another. So on
Saturdays I go and pass out the Spanish
John and Romans books that I received last
April. The people like this book. I see many
of them reading it just after they receive it.
We have stamped the address of the Church
on the back and we invite them to come
visit. I’m not fluent enough in the language
to give a clear explanation of the gospel so
I hope Pastor Miguel will go. I am putting
together an evangelism team to further de-
velop the efforts to reach the lost. Three of
the young men are very musical, playing
piano, violin and guitar, just to name a few
instruments they play, and other like to sing.
I have suggested they practice a few hymns
so we can sing and pass out tracks and
even have short salvation message at these
inter city plazas and parks every Saturday.

The house below is where we plan to start
Bible classes and worship services. It has
three floors, bottom floor has a large meet-
ing room, it will seat about fifty people. The
second floor has seven bedrooms, two of
which we plan to use as class rooms, the
other for visitors from the sates, or other
needs. The top floor is a single room like a
crows nest, you can see all around the prop-

erty. Our hope is that the final reconstruc-
tion will be done in October. The house is
not furnished. I will build most of the fur-
nishing, furniture here is imported and very
expensive.

Capas Tarlac City, Philippines
Jacob Martin, Missionaary

I am Brother Jacob Martin from
Philippines recommended ABA National
Missionary under the authority of Landmark
Baptist Church, Pine Mountain
Georgia,USA, and my Pastor is Brother
Dewey Owen.

I humbly ask your prayers and financial
help for our building project here in Navy
Landmark Mission located in Capas Tarlac
City, Philippines. we have already
purchased a lot and we have now almost
1,500 dollars from our own offerings and
we are still in need additional 6,000 dollars
to build our Church building.

If you would love to be part of this
building project please send your offering
to Landmark Baptist Church, P.O.Box 111
31822 Georgia USA.or contact Pastor
Dewey Owen (brotherdeweyowen@gmail.com)

Your prayers and kind help would be
highly appreciated and knowing that your
labor will not be in vain. I Cor. 15:58

Solomon Islands/ Vanutau
Roger Watkins, Missionary

The last report dealt with the association
meeting held at the end of August, and then
we had two weeks to prepare for the next
session of school, held on September 19th
and 20th. The reason for the shortened
session was that we needed to take Brother
Jerry Sharp to Honiara on the 22nd of
September to catch his flight back to the
US.

During this meeting, two very important
events occurred. One dealt with the
administration of the school proper, and it
transpired in this way. There was a call to
organize the school as a jointly held entity
of the Malaita Missionary Baptist
Association, with a committee consisting
of a chairman, secretary, and treasurer. We
met to discuss the proposal and during the
discussion several pastors voiced their
dissent on this proposal by pointing out
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that Galilee MBC needed to be the sole
proprietor of the school in order to preserve
the sovereignty of the individual church,
which I also spoke to and Supported in the
meeting. There was much discussion, and
the decision was made to make an advisory
committee from fellowshipping churches to
make recommendations on curriculum,
schedule and courses needed for the
school. I laid out the involvement of Bethel
MBC, my sponsoring church, to doing
what we can to provide books and lesson
material by printing them in my workshop
and coordinate donated books from the US
from Salem MBC of Wichita, KS and Rose
Lawn MBC of Tulsa, OK, and to provide
what assistance we can in food, transport
and improvement to the facilities for the
school. The desire of the churches to make
the school fully self supporting was
expressed by all of the pastors, and this is
what we intend to work towards.

All support (funds) from churches in the
US given through Bethel MBC will be
administered by me to be applied to where
they are designated by donating churches
as this is our sole responsibility.
Recommendations for the curriculum and
courses to be offered were made, and will
go before Galilee MBC for approval before
any changes will be made, and everyone
was satisfied with the cooperation among
all. I was very pleased by the spirit of the
meeting and the cooperation of the brethren
of all of the churches.

Kenya
Eddie Williams, Missioanry

GUESTS: April brought with it visitors
from Kentucky, Texas, and Florida. Since
this is one of the three months our schools
are closed, they came to help teach VBS in
some of our churches and host a teen camp.
They saw three professions of faith.

Thank you to each of their churches that
sent them to help, to those who provided
the materials used, and to each one who
travelled so far to be a blessing to Turkana
and to me.

VBS & CAMP: The group travelled to
the villages of Nabuin, Kewal,
Nanyangakipi, and Napetet to teach VBS.
They played soccer, colored story sheets,
and acted out Biblical scenes.

They also taught lessons to the men and
the mamas.

We invited the teens from each of our
churches to Napetet for a camp. We had
over 150 attend. In addition to challenging
them with the taught Word, the teens put
on cultural dramas and competed in a choir
competition.

Thank y’all for coming over to help us!
LBBI GRADUATION: January 2013, we

welcomed the Neema (Grace) class to be-
gin their studies in our Bible institute with
the two year Basic program. Due to con-
flict and sin that arose by that November, I
had to close our school for a year and a
half. God prevailed, I reopened the school,
and the Neema students returned. This
long awaited graduation was very special
to me as it served as a testimony to God’s
ending grace and mercy.

Belize
Ben Woodward, Missionary

FURLOUGH: We arrived stateside Sep-
tember 4th to begin our first extended fur-
lough in five years. The hardest thing for
Terese and I to do now is STOP and rest
for a while. Our home church, pastor, and
many others have and are helping us to do
that.

This month we have been greatly blessed
with opportunities to reconnect with fam-
ily, old friends and make some new ones.
We are reporting the Lord’s work over the
last five years and sharing our vision and
burden for the future in Belize. All the while,
we are still actively working to raise sup-
port for our continued work in Belize and
new church plant in Cotton Tree village.

Lynn & Brenda Raburn and Freddie &
Lisa Crook will be replacing us during this
time. The Crooks are taking about 3 months
away from their jobs at home and the
Raburns will be here for just over a month.

Would you please consider giving a love
offering or including these wonderful men
and their wives in your missions giving
while they serve the Lord in Belize? If you
would like to give love offerings or sup-
port to the Crooks or Raburns it may be
sent through our sending church and will
be immediately forwarded to them.
We will be in Arkansas, North & East Texas
during October and November. We would

love to come and share our work with you.
If you are interested please contact me at
one of the media below or call at 281-658-
1344.

SE Asia
Rusty Teer, Missionary

There are special blessings from doing
things God’s way. We never would have
known our children and their love if we
were not willing to be flexible in our plans
to “go forth” and do His will. Our kids are
good at giving us notes to remind us they
love us, or hug us, or hold our hands. We
love them too and share His truth with them
every opportunity He gives to us. Please
pray as His seeds fall into their hearts that
they will find “good soil”. We believe their
love for us makes their hearts more open to
His truth!

Another blessing is the pain of changing
relationships. We know we really love them
because it hurts when we lose them.
Though we can go visit them, and do, we
won’t see them day in and day out. My
second Thai mom, Ms. Pet is Chinese
Muslim. I love her as I love Mrs. Dang and
think of them in a special way because they
took care and have been so patient with
my learning how to teach and live among
them. We have had special times to talk
about salvation that I will cherish and I will
pray that we have even more good
conversations until one day they may
accept the truth and be set free! Thanks
for praying with us in faith.

These blessings would not be possible
if we did not follow His calling to come to
this foreign land to work. These blessings
would not be possible if we followed our
plans for a work that we envisioned. These
blessings would not be possible if we were
not sent and supported through your
prayers and your offerings for His work
among the people groups here. We thank
you for your continued faithfulness to pray
and support His work.

France
Jason Clark, Missionary

I traveled extensively this month, sharing
with 7 churches in Texas, Alabama, and
Mississippi, 2 mission conferences and 1
local association meeting. We received
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many blessings. One anniversary
milestone...I attended the Skyline Baptist
Church’s mission conference in Madison,
Alabama. I had a great time getting to know
the members better and visiting with the
other missionaries. We visited Skyline, ten
years ago, just after our survey trip to
France. I enjoyed looking back on the last
ten years and how God has blessed us
through many churches who, like Skyline,
have been so faithful to support us and pray
for us for these past years.

We are trying to get skype up and going
to continue to meet with our friends back in
France. We still have some technical issues
to resolve, but did get to have a brief
meeting, and it was great being able to see
and speak with them again. Keep praying
for them as they continue to seek to grow
closer to God and continue to reach out.

Another great blessing came through
Calvary Baptist Church in Silsbee, TX. The
church voted to pay off the balance on our
plane tickets!!!! Praise God that this need
has been met. We can now continue to
focus on raising monthly support and
receiving offerings to help catch up our
mission account. Looking forward to
November, attending the MTM training,
visiting churches, and State and local
associations.

Also, this month Angie began working at
Walmart and we have seen the Lord working
through that. Angie prayed a few weeks
back for the junior college students we drive
past on our way to church. She was
specifically thinking of the ones far from
home, and if there was a way to minister to
them. A few days later, at work, she met a
lady who was concerned for her son, a local
college student who had just had surgery
after a terrible knee injury during a baseball
game. She was going to be leaving three
days from then to return to Pennsylvania
and was so worried for him. So Angie offered
to check on him, here and there, and to be
there for him if he needed anything. After
just a week of doing so Tanner, who his
mom described as someone with a lot of
faith in God, wanted to come to church with
us. The next Sunday, after a clear salvation
message 10 minutes into the sermon, he
prayed right there for the Lord to save him!
Amen! God is so worthy of our praise! We
are in awe of our Great God!

Zhytomyr, Ukraine
David Bostic, Missionary

COMMUNITY SERVICE: While planting
a new church work here in Zhytomyr, we
feel that it is important to serve our
community. We have done this in the past
by offering “English Clubs” to all ages. But,
everyone seems to be busy with other
school work or jobs and they put English at
the bottom of their list. We have a lady, Alina
that comes to our church on a regular basis.
She is the director and one of the co-
founders of a new private school here in
Zhytomyr. Her and her co-owners of the
school have asked David and I to be the
“Native English Speaking Teachers.” So, we
agreed and we work on Tuesdays and
Thursday for 3 hours each day. We are
thrilled for this new opportunity.

English Club/Youth Worship/Youth
Fellowship: Our ministry year starts the first
of September. So, that means we begin all
our ministry activities. Our English Club
started out with a film this month “God’s
Not Dead2” All month we have been
discussing American Culture, phrases,
idioms, and words from this movie. The first
Sunday of next month everyone will watch
it again, with the hopes that they
understand it better. We averaged 5 each
week. Following English Club we offer
everyone the opportunity to stay and
worship the Lord with praise songs and a
message from God’s Word. We actually
have some that come for just the Worship
service. We averaged 9 for the month. Then
twice a month we offer a Youth Fellowship
on Friday nights. It is for teens and young
adults and we actually averaged 18 this
month. We have a time of singing praise
songs, a short devotion, we offer something
beneficial, a time of fellowship with lots of
good food and games. This month we
offered a cooking class and a first aid class.
Everyone seems to really enjoy it.

Pearl MBC Worship and SS: Our Sunday
School program resumed on the first
Sunday of September. We averaged 17 each
Sunday for SS and Worship services. The
adults are continuing their study in
Matthew and the kids began studying
about the heroes of the Bible. We have a
new Sunday School teacher since Alina
moved to America. Olya and her husband
have joined our ministry. She will be the

Children’s Director and her husband Tolig
will be helping David during the Worship
Service. Please pray for the work here
because Satan is working very hard.

Immigration Update: We are praising the
Lord that on the 20th of September we
received another one year extension on our
visas. It is always such a trying and stressful
time for us. You never know what a
government will say about your temporary
status. But, we think Ukraine is glad we are
here. Thank you Lord for the opportunity
to serve here in Ukraine.

Coming to America: Debra will be going
to the States at the end of this month to
Spend some time with her mother and
brother. I will be coming to the States at the
end of October to attend the Arkansas,
Louisiana, and Texas State Meetings. We
are in need of raising some funds. Things
in Ukraine have gotten very expensive and
we run short every month. We ask that you
please pray about joining this ministry work
in Ukraine as a financial partner. We have a
booth at each meeting. We will have our
newest video, new pray cards, and a new
banner. If you are attending, please come
by and visit us.

Saint Petersburg, Russia
Jodie Vesely, Missionary

This month we took Gideon out of
Russian school for now. He wasn’t handling
it very well, and the only real communication
he was getting from the teacher when he
was crying for “mama” was “no mama.” You
can image what effect that would have on
him. So, we will wait for his communication
to improve before trying again.

We have moved our Friday night meetings
to Saturday afternoons in order to add more
people to our meetings. Please pray about
this for us.

We were blessed that our required exit of
the country every six months lined up with
the International Missionary Retreat in
Jerusalem. We enjoyed meeting new
missionaries and catching up with ones we
had met in the past. It was particularly
enjoyable that others there also had young
children. We even stayed in Tel Aviv for a
couple of days before the retreat to enjoy
the nice warm beach, something we very
much miss in St. Petersburg. The trip was
good for our physical, spiritual, and
emotional health.
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Interstate
Missions

Lighthouse  Ministries
Toby Cribs, Sr. Director

My wife and I were at Calvary Baptist
Church. Panama City, Florida and Landmark
Baptist Church, Dothan, Alabama on
September 18. We were also at Hillside
Baptist Church, Knoxville ,Tennessee on
September 25. I gave a report on Lighthouse
Ministries and preached for them.

LETTERS TO CHAPLAINS: As of today
we have received 364 of the Enrollment
Forms that have been sent to Chaplains.
We are now sending packages to
Minnesota,  and Mississippi  We have sent
(480) packages a total of  (12,000) Enrollment
Forms.

WALKER STATE PRISON
ROCK SPRING, GEORGIA

I held my first class at Walker State Prison
September 28. We are studying the book I
wrote (Salvation is it by Works-Buying-
Law-Baptism or Believing). I will be having
a class each Wednesday. The men all like
the study.

THANKS: Brother B. Abbott wrote stated
he will be sending two books of stamps each
month to help with the postage. He is an
inmate I ministered to at Pickens County
Jail, Jasper, Georgia. He is now at Hancock
State Prison. Things like this mean a lot to
me. Praise God for those that now are
serving the Lord.

LOCAL JAIL MINISTRY
Pickens County Jail, Jasper, GA –The men

are liking the studies on Commandments in
the New Testament.

Polk County Jail, Benton, TN..  By
studying the Church Covenant the men are
learning how to serve a church when they
get out.

Fannin County Jail Blue Ridge, GA.  The
men are liking the study in the Gospel of
John. They are seeing things that they did
not know,

CHRISTMAS COMING SOON: Each
Christmas we give out Christmas Cookies
and Cards in the jails. We need to purchase
about 300 boxes of cookies at $1.00 each.
We give out about 600 cards each Christmas.
We need funds to purchase the cookies and
cards Will you please help?

Black Hills MBC
Rapid City, SD
Norman Pierce, Missionary

Thank you for your love, prayers and
support. We appreciate each of you and all
that you do for us. Our prayers flow daily
for you. We thank God for each of you.

God’s blessings are always upon us.
Several first time visitors were a part of our
worship services this month. Some were out
of town guests and others were from our
area. We will visit these and encourage them
to worship with us. We continue to visit the
people in Rapid City and to share the gospel
with them. Pray with us that they will trust
Jesus as Savior and follow Him as their Lord.
Keep on praying for us. Our hearts and lives
are dedicated to the sharing of the gospel
in Rapid City.

Clovis Landmark Baptist Mission
Clovis, NM
Jack Spencer, Missionary

September has come and gone with a lot
of sickness here in Clovis. Strep throat and
stomach bugs for most and some more seri-
ous illness for some of our brothers and
sisters.

Please pray for Elaine, Brother Michael,
Brother and Sister Roller. Michael joined the
mission this month and is on dialysis.

Pastors Note: September has ended and
the temperatures are getting lower. For this
we are thankful. We are thankful for your
continued prayers and financial support.

The work in Clovis remains difficult and
many reject the truths that Bro. Jack is teach-
ing. Visits are still being made and we pray
some of these will come.

We pray that our Lord will renew our
strength and conviction for the work He has
set before us.

Two Greey Hills M B C
 Rusty Denny, Missionary

What another exciting month we have
had in September! The foundation is
poured, funds are coming in for the
purchase of our building, and I attended
our local associational meeting and had a
great time! The Lord has truly blessed us
this month in so many ways and space will
not permit me to share all of them!

THE FOUNDATION IS POURED! We
were so blessed to have the New Testament
Baptist Church with Bro Tim Ward as their
pastor take the lead in pouring the
foundation! They brought skilled workers
from their church and others as well. Also
coming to help was Bro Alan Culp, pastor
of the First Baptist Church in Hermleigh,
Texas, Bro Curtis Brown, and a faithful
church member from Grace Baptist Chapel
in Albuquerque, New Mexico and men from
the mission. The ladies of the mission did
an outstanding job of preparing meals for
the workers!

This mission fellowships with the Texas
State Association and is a part of the
Southwest Local Association. This year the
meeting was held in San Angelo, Texas. It
was a 1486 mile round trip to the meeting
but it was well worth it! We had good
fellowship, good preaching and the mission
received a special blessing of receiving the
Local Mission Development Funds of over
$14,000 dollars!!!! This amount will be
added to our building fund to purchase the
steel building that we plan to erect in
March! At the end of September, our
mission treasurer reports we have
$18,258.91 in the building fund. (NOTE: This
does NOT include the above mentioned
offering nor some left over from the
foundation work.) We need $40,000 to
purchase the building, another $3,500 for
equipment rental, and another $20,000 to
cover additional costs of insulation, etc.
giving a total of $65,000 which would allow
us to rent the needed equipment, erect the
building, install the steeple and insulate the
building with foam insulation.



West Florida Baptist News Septmeber/October 2016

11

ker

Bloomington Missions
Scott Bourland, Missionary

Please pray for our recent converts. As
we have already mentioned, many of them
come from such difficult backgrounds and
situations. We are seeing the choking effect
of those things in their life. Pray with us
that they will trade in that thorny soil for
good ground, where they can produce fruit.

Stronger sense of Body: One of the things
that our people love most about Journey is
the sense of body, a more modern term is
community, but they describe it as family,
which we really like. It is very evident in
them. Not only do they enjoy being together
in church and outside of church, but they
are constantly reaching out to help one
another.

We have taught them that this is a good
thing as long as the bond does not get so
tight that new people can’t get in. Pray with
us that we would constantly be welcoming
new disciples into this family.

Youth: The young people continue to
play a significant role in what is happening
here in Bloomington. More of them have
joined in leading music on Sunday night,
the boys often receive the offering, and
some of the teens are helping in class time.
Please pray for these children. They are
quite possibly our most valuable resource.
As they develop and grow over the next 5-
10 years, they will have a significant effect
on this church.

Land and Facility: We said in our last
report that we would know something for
sure about the land in September. What we
learned for sure is that we had to wait
another month. The decision of the BZA
should be final in October, but we will have
to wait and see.

We have been asking God to tell us yes
or no through their decision. Please pray
that same prayer with us. Meanwhile,
regardless of what happens with the land,
we are going to need to add some space in
our current situation. As we have
mentioned in the past, we have the space.
It is simply a matter of getting it planned
and built.  There is a need for two class
rooms and an office space. A big thing we

are waiting for right now is an answer from
our land lord about HVAC. His decision
concerning this matter affects the way we
would go about adding the needed space.
Our prayer is that the land lord will see it as
a positive improvement to the building and
will be willing to do it without a significant
impact on our lease.

Anchor Landmark BM
Interlochen, Michigan
Philip Wysocki, Missionary

Eastern Baptist Association Meeting: We
began the month of August with a time of
fellowship with our Brothers and Sisters at
our regional association meeting. The EBA
has a sweet fellowship! We are glad that we
have the opportunity to get together with
folks who share our faith and practice. Bro.
Bryan Marler brought an excellent message
for the annual Mission Sermon. I am very
proud to have this young man working along
side us in the Grand Traverse Region. He
represented Anchor Landmark well!

Vacation Bible School: Immediately after
the EBA meeting, Anchor Landmark held its
first VBS. We had a One day Session with
the Theme of “God’s Big Book.” We tried to
show how the Old and New Testaments to-
gether give us a full picture of God’s Redemp-
tion for man. We had a total of 12 in atten-
dance.

The Seven Churches of Asia: On Sunday
mornings we have been doing a study of the
Letters to the Seven Churches of Asia found
in the Book of Revelation. Because of this
study, we have had visitors returning in or-
der to hear the entire series. Please pray that
God uses His Word to convict hearts.

Marler News: Bro. Bryan can give you
greater details on what has been happening
with Sister Kylie and the Babies. Anchor
Landmark did have a baby shower for them
just in time, as Amelia Michelle and Elaine
Lee Marler made their entrance into this world
on August 31st. We Praise God for His
Goodness and Blessings!

Twin Lakes Baptist Mission
Gallups, NM
Jerry Baker, Missionary

Was that the summer of 2016 that just
went by in a blaze of glory? August 31st
marked the end of three months since we
have been on the field full-time and we find
ourselves STILL hauling belongings from
AL, unpacking, building shelving, hauling
gravel, spreading gravel, spreading asphalt
for a drive out to the main road and a host
of other things, all to prevent us from
having idle hands!

In addition to our own physical labors,
gutters were installed on the church
building in an attempt to halt the water
damage that seemed to be progressing on
the foundation. We deeply appreciate the
three men from New Liberty Baptist,
Garland, TX who provided the funds for
the job. We have major structural repairs
to do on the interior of the building due to
the shifting water soaked ground on the
west side of the building. Hopefully, we
will be able to get that work accomplished
over the next few months.

As we prepare this newsletter we are
also making preparations for the Navajo
Nation Annual Fair in Window Rock, AZ,
the capital of the Navajo Nation. It is a
brutally fastpaced, dusty, windy week for
us under normal conditions, but one well
worth it as it affords us the opportunity to
share the gospel message one on one with
the use of salvation bracelets. It is not
unusual for us to share Christ with 6,000 –
7,000 Navajo people in four short days.
We ask for your prayers.

First Heritage BC
Fayetteville, NC
Mike Jones, Missionary

When I first began in the Ministry, my
pastor, who also happened to be my father-
in-law, had to a few sayings that stuck with
me. The first being “what you win them
with, you must keep them with.” Meaning
if you win people with games and
entertainment you must continue that in
order to keep people coming. The next is
“ALWAYS, keep the main thing, the main
thing.” Meaning that if you keep your
focus on God’s Plan and God’s will in all
you do, you can’t go wrong. As those
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sayings resonate with me in all that I attempt
to do in the ministry, I am forever thankful
and happy for Men of God that I sought to
surround myself with that gave me Godly
advice. I believe it is that advice that has
lead me to where I am today, a church planter
in Fayetteville, NC. As pastor, I take those
words of wisdom to challenge the people
and myself to always be on the look out for
opportunities to minister; and to always
keep the main thing the main thing.

In doing just that, the Month of August
was, for lack of better words “AMAZING.”
God sent 12 first time visitors and 8 returning
visitors into our Sunday worship service
through the invitations of our people. We
had a high attendance for the month of 49,
and had one of our visitors, John Bruner
come forward to join the church by baptism.
The acronym G.R.O.W (God Rewards Our
Work) is forever present in my mind.

On August 14, First Heritage celebrated
our 3rd homecoming. We were privileged
to have my sending church’s pastor, Richard
Methvin and his Wife Kelly with us to
celebrate this exciting day. I am thankful,
for my sending church, and for all that they
do for Jenna and I, and the ministry that
God has called us to. We look forward to
many more homecomings if the Lord tarries,
but we couldn’t have them without the
support and prayers of the sister churches.
We thank you for all that you have done,
that you do, and all that you plan to do for
us at First Heritage.

MISIÓN BAUTISTA EMANUEL
Houston, Tx
Gabriel Sanchez, Missionary

We thank our Great Lord for allowing us
to complete another month of work in his
vineyard. School clas-ses began on the 22,
and with it our attendance started to stabi-
lize. Since our host building has been un-
der remodeling, we have not been able to
have VBS for the past two years, but, this
year we really wanted our kids to have a
good time before they had to go back to
their schools, so we had a “Back to School
Outdoors Program”. Kids and parents came
to play kickball and other games, or just to
fellowship with other church members. As
always, kids had a blast! HBI classes started

on Tuesday 16. A total of 12 students from
Mision Emanuel registered for classes, 8 of
them have been faithfully attending HBI for
the past three years, and 4 are new stu-
dents. This semester I have the great
challenge of teaching Greek III to the
Spanish speaking students, additionally I
am assisting missionary Michael Torres to
teach the Bible Discipleship class. Please
keep all HBI students and instructors in your
prayers.

MISSIONS : Here in Emanuel, being the
only ABA Hispanic work in the Houston
area, do not have the opportunity to have
pastors or missionaries visiting us, for this
reason, we rejoice whenever a pastor or
missionary does visit us. This month we
had the privilege to have missionary Juan
Rodriguez Santos from San Fernando,
Mexi-co with us. Brother Rodriguez is a
missionary sponsored by the Iglesia
Bautista Berea of Monterrey, Mexico. He
shared the Word with Emanuel on Sunday
28, and spoke in the subject of “Discerning
things Spiritually”. What a blessing he was
to the congregation.

A PLEA FOR HELP: A Pentecostal
church near to where Mission Bend Baptist
is located, has a six acre property and has
offered to sell us two acres for $200,000.
The Mission has been praying about it, and
I have talk to my sponsoring pastor about
it. We really would like to take advantage of
the offer and purchase this tract of land.
Unfortunately, our financial records would
not qualify us for a bank loan, due to an
insufficient debt service coverage ratio.
Therefore, I am asking the churches of our
fellowship to help us. First, praying for ei-
ther the church to finance this loan or for
God to provide with a financial institution
willing to do so. Secondly, for God to direct
churches to participate with us with any
amount toward the acquisition of this
property. Please send offerings to our spon-
soring church at address listed above, and
label them “Land acquisition”

Grace and Truth BM
Fresno, CA
Joby Jones, Missionary

At the Grace and Truth Missionary
Baptist Mission, we are successfully

reaching an unique group of people and
families who are economically and culturally
challenged in West Fresno. Many of them
have grown up in dysfunctional family
systems and harmful life styles that have
negatively impacted multiple generations.

In August, we had a family of three
baptized and added to the mission. Two
more people professed their love for Christ
and were saved. We had six first time visitors
that have returned the following Sundays.

On the last Sunday in July, a family of
five attended services and has been
regularly attending since. The father of that
family recently invited his brother’s family
to attend this past Sunday’s service.

This work is greatly needed in West
Fresno and in the lives of so many who are
searching for the courage to change their
lifestyle and  salvation that can only be
found in the love, grace and truth of Jesus.
Your prayers and support are needed. We
must give thanks to all of the Lord’s
churches who have labored and supported
us this far. Whether the labor was received
through counseling, prayer, donations,
mission funds or personal support, you are
a blessing from God.

Colorado Church Planting
Everett Ledbetter, Missionary

As I am writing this report for the month
of September, it is October and We Are On
the Field!!! Our long awaited time of being
on the field in the Denver Metro area has
finally come. We moved into our rent house
on October 4th and our belongings are being
moved by some wonderful people from
Eastside on October the 7th.

The Lord has already given us a few
opportunities to share Christ in this short
time. We have several appointments set up
in the coming days to visit with families and
individuals. Pray that relationships can
begin to be built that will lead to a
relationship with Christ.

Monthly Support - We need your help.
We are asking our sister churches to
consider partnering with us in this ministry.
Just to give an example of the expenses,
our monthly rent is $2200. All support can
be mailed to our Sending Church and
designated for Colorado Church Planting.
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Business Manager
Report

Wayne Sewell

As fall arrives, so does many of the state associational meetings.   There are other meetings that provide opportunities
to show the Sunday School curriculum.  Plans are being made to attend various meetings both to report on the work
of the Baptist Sunday School Committee as well as showcase the curriculum to churches that choose to use the
curriculum.

The hymnal, “In Spirit and In Truth,” is getting low.  Those hymnals must be printed by an outside source since the
signatures for the book are larger than the press can handle in house.   Therefore, that hymnal was sent out for
reprinting.  Those should be ready by early October.  The sales have slowed some because more churches are
using projection to show the words on the screens in the auditorium.  But many churches are still using the hymnals.

The past few months has seen a larger turn over of employees than in many years.  Therefore, we have several
new employees at this time.   The warehouse has seen the most turn over.  All but two employees in the warehouse
have not been here for more than one mail out cycle.  But everyone is getting settled in and the error rate is
improving.  Each warehouse employee pulls orders using a tablet that helps reduce the errors as they learn how to
pull orders using the equipment.

The warehouse is also being reorganized at the present time.  The computerized inventory program now provides
some additional features.  Because of these features, the inventory in the warehouse is being reorganized and bin
locations are being used.  This will enable the staff to control the inventory locations and make the year-end
inventory go much easier.  All the changes should be finished in time for year end.   It should help everyone know
where items are in the warehouse.  When the store needs items from the warehouse on a Saturday, they should be
able to locate it quickly.

Remember that October is pastor appreciation month.   Pastors and their wives serve faithfully.  Often that service
goes without recognition.   It would be nice to recognize your pastor with a new Bible or set of commentaries.  A
couple of suggestions include, “Systematic Theology,” by Lewis Sperry Chafer.  This is the complete set in four
volumes.  The ISBN is 9780825423406.  The cost is $199.99.  Another suggestion would be “John Phillips Commentary
on the New Testament.”  This set consists of 19 volumes. The ISBN is 082543369X.  The price is $429.99. These
are just a couple of suggestions.   While these make excellent gifts for the pastor, it is also an investment in his
ministry that the membership will enjoy as he uses them in his personal study and sermon preparation.

Don’t forget to recognize the pastor’s wife as well.  She often makes  sacrifices so he can minister to the church
membership.  Let her know that she is also appreciated.

Please continue to pray for the staff in Texarkana.  They are a good group of hardworking individuals and deserve
your prayers.   They are dedicated to getting the curriculum prepared, printed and distributed to the many churches
that use the curriculum each quarter.
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Kyle Elkins
Business Mananger

The Ten Commandments are the most recognized set of ethical laws given to man. The Ten Commandments make
a difference in the nation who follows the principles found in them. Deuteronomy 4:6 states, “Keep therefore and do
them; for this is your wisdom and undestanding, which shall hear all these statues, and say, Surely this great nation is
a wise and understanding people.”

Early presidents of the young United States of America such as George Washington and John Adams agreed that
these ethical laws were necessary for this new nation. James Madison wrote, “The belif in a God All Powerful, wise
and good, is essential to the moral order of the world and happiness to man.”

What happens to a nation when it forgets these principles? The nation falls into immorality and secularization. There
are no absolutes. The United States was at one time the most respected nations in the world. Decisions were made
based on godly principles. Now, the US is almost always at the top of the list for vioent crimes, the divorce rate,
number of abortions per year and the use of illegal drugs.

Many people have accepted the lie that a person can live however he wants without there being consequences.
Today, we are seeing the consequences to living in a secularized society. Abraham Lincoln stated it right when he
said the teachings found in the classroom of one generation will be normal for the next generation. Humanistic
techings have filled educational hallways from the elementary school to universities.

What is the answer to this current situation? Only through the preaching of the gospel of Jesus Christ can things ever
be turned around. Then, believers should follow the principles found in the Ten Commandments as expounded on by
Jesus Himself. This is a solid fundation for any people and nation.

Welcome New Adult Editor
The Editorial Department welcomes Dr. Glenn Ridings as our new adult editor. Brother Ridings has been in the
ministry for many years. Most of this time has been spent in the state of California. Brother Ridings has been called
and he accepted the pastorate of the Landmark Missionary Baptist Church in Hope, Arkansas. Brother Ridings is a
great and valuable asset to our department. I am thankful that the Lord sent Brother Ridings our way. This has been
a position that needed to be filled. Before Brother Ridings came to us he erved as the Administrative Vice President
of the Redlands Missionary Baptist Institute and Seminary.

Baptist Training Course Material
Bogard Press introduced the new children’s curriculum this past September. Our plans have been to keep the old
Sunday School curriculum in production. Beginning with the winter quarter, the Bible Basics curriculum used for
many years as Sunday School material will be available and will become the Baptist Training Course material. All the
books churches may be familiar with will be available. One difference will be that no flannelgraph will be available.
Continue to pray for the editorial staff. Call us at 1-800-264-2482 for any help with Sunday School material or Bible
study material.
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FINANCIAL REPORT
WEST FLORIDA BAPTIST INSTITUTE

AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 2016

EXPENSES:
Utilities $  1,797.92
Misc.   6,353.85
Insurance -0-
Instruction 6,981.51

TOTAL EXPENSE $15,133.28 $15,133.28
NEW BALANCE $  20,536.96

BOOKSTORE FUND
BALANCE BROUGHT FORWARD $  -1,669.45
Income:

Bookstore Sales $  6,675.24
Press Sales        1,000.00

Contributions
Pinehaven 100.00
O’Leno BC 150.00
Galilee BC 30.00
Landmark (Pensacola) 40.00

Total Income $7,995.24  $ 7,995.24
TOTAL AVAILABLE $ 6,325.79

Expenses:
Utilities $891.67
Postage $333.60
Books 525.09
Supplies  $4,297.14
TOTAL EXPENSES       $6,047.50 $ 6,047.50
NEW BALANCE $   278.29

GENERAL FUND BALANCE  $20,536.96
BOOKSTORE FUND BALANCE     $   278.29

GENERAL FUND
BALANCE BROUGHT FORWARD $14,799.24
INCOME:
 ALABAMA
Magnolia Springs BC -Theodore, AL 55.00
BaptistChapel BC -Grand Bay, AL 100.00
Baumhauer Rd. -Theodore, AL 100.00
Schillinger Rd. -Mobile, AL 50.00
 GEORGIA
Northside, BC -Vienna, GA 60.00
Traders Hill -Folkston, GA 70.00
 FLORIDA
Galilee MBC -Milton, FL 40.00
Bethel BC -Milton, FL 205.00
Okeechobee BC -Okeechobee, FL 150.50
Calvary BC -Panama City, Fl 100.00
Landmark bc -Pensacola, FL 90.00
Landmark BC -Madison, FL 200.00
Mics:
Kitchen Sales -Pensacola, FL 34.00
 TOTAL $1,249.00
  DESIGNATED FUNDS:H.H.Strickland
Baptist Chapel -Grand Bay,AL 700.00
Eastern Avenue -St.Cloud,FL 600.00
Frankfort BC -Russellville, AL 200.00
Charles Glenn -Traskwood, AR 100.00
Galilee BC -Milton, FL 150.00
Newark BC -Elkton,MD 200.00
Cumberland  Cove BC -Monterey,TN 50.00
Johnsontown BC -Hedgseville,WV 500.00
  TOTAL $ 2,500.00
  COMMITTEE OF 100
Terry Alexander -Pensacola, FL 20.00

$20.00
TUITION/REGISTRATION
Registration $    50.00
Tuition $ 17,052.00
TOTAL INCOME 17,102.00 $20,871.00
TOTAL AVAILABLE             $35,370.24

Landmark Baptist Churchch
Landmark Baptist Church of Dothan, AL, in the tri-state area of
southeast Alabama known as “The Wiregrass” is currently seek-
ing the Pastor God has already chosen to fill this vacancy. Only
God called men who meet all  the qualification of 1Tim. and Titus,
who adhere to Missionary Baptist Doctrine, who are in fellow-
ship with the American Baptist Association and who preach and
teach only from the KJV are encouraged to send resumes via
email to Landmark Baptist Church pulpit committee persons.
Chris Parrish  - clparrish16@comcast. net 334-701-3918
Ken Dunn drkens@graceba.net  334-791-9479; 800-773-4555

CHURCHES SEEKING A PASTOR

Berean Missionary Baptist Church
Berean MBC is seeking a Pastor. The minister has to be Mis-

sion minded and believe the King James Bible is the preserved
Word of God. Must adhere to the ABA doctrines.

We are a small group. The pastor would have to work. All of
our facilities are paid for.

You can call Toby Cribbs Sr. at: 423.496.2558 - Home;
423.496.7116 - Office

SPANISH-SPEAKING MISSIONARY NEEDED
     We are seeking a Spanish-speaking Missionary for our His-
panic Mission in Tulsa, Oklahoma.  There are many Spanish-
speaking people in this area and we want to reach them with the
gospel of Jesus Christ.  The man would need to speak at least
some English, be sound in Missionary Baptist doctrine and be a
U.S. citizen.  If the Lord impresses upon you to contact us you
may call, write or e-mail us.  Rose Lawn Missionary Baptist Church
6610 East Latimer Place    Tulsa, OK   74115    Church: 918-836-2790
Pastor: 918-224-4393    E-mail: rmcveigh@cox.net.   Please pray for
us.   Thank you.

O’Leno Missionary Baptist Church of High Springs,
FL is seeking a pastor. We are located approximately 25
miles north of Gainsville, FL. the church is situated on 8
acres of land and we are debt free. We are not able to fully
support a passtor atthis timeas our attendance  is small. We
believe in the King James version of the Bible and are very
supportive of Missions. If interested, please contact Bro. Mike
Williams at 386-935-1937 or mewbapt@ yahoo.com.
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published.

H.H. Strickland; editor

PRINTING NEWS

PRINTING NEWS
I have really been busy the last couple

of months working in the print shop as
well as working on the print shop. Ever
since this ministry began, we have been
in a progressive building mode. A build-
ing had to be erected, equipment had to
be purchased and systems had to be in
order. Over these years I have made
some really bad choices and it has really
cost us. Some equipment that was pur-
chased really did not work or fit our
operation, and changes had to be made.
At one point some of the works that
brought the equipment were taking bets
on how long the unit they were install-
ing would last.

At this point, we have achieved a goal
that I believe is workable and few if any
changes will need to be made. Of course
there will always be the need to upgrade

or replace some of the units. Every shop
faces this problem.

The old perfect binder we have had
for more than 12 years finally gave up. I
was in the process of binding some of
the new books and it simply quit. It had
been giving me trouble but I was always
able to keep it going. However, some of
the electronics went out and they can-
not be replaced.  I am really thankful that
we were able to find and purchase a
much newer and better unit. The wife
and I drove to St. Petersburg, FL last
week and picked up the new unit. It is
now installed and working well. The elec-
tricity had to be changed to accommo-
date a three-phase circuit. Since there
already was a phaser in the building, all
we had to do was run a circuit to the
binder.

I had to take the time to rework the
phaser line coming into the building so
that it could be disconnected from in-
side the building rather than having to
go outside to turn it on and off.

We have been able to produce a new
book this month and now the binding is
being completed.

The title is; “A Study In The General
Epistles.” The book is a 308-page com-
mentary on the five books designated as
the general epistles. This book has been
a long time in getting ready for publica-
tion.  I am so glad we finally have been
able to get it off the press. Copies can
be obtained by calling or writing to
WFBI.

Our biggest need at this time is for
someone to come and learn the shop
before I am forced to retire. To this end,
we all have been praying. I know that
the Lord has not provided all these things
for the shop to be closed in the event of
me not being able to continue the minis-
try. Most everything is in place for some-
one to come and pickup where I will
leave off.

I thank every supporter of this minis-
try. You are a part of a great service to
God’s people and to His churches.


